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Railway Minister flags off first
Jammu-Srinagar direct train

E—

SRINAGAR

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday flagged off the
first direct train service
between Jammu city and
Srinagar city, describing it
as “India’s first experience
with railway operations at
such high altitudes”, and
“a gamechanger for the re-
gion’s economy”.

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah called it “a histor-
icday”.

“The introduction of the
expanded Vande Bharat
service further strengthens
this historic corridor, im-
proving travel comfort,
meeting rising passenger
demand, and reinforcing

Passengers arrive at Srinagar by the Vande Bharat Express flagged
off by Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. IMRAN NISSAR

all-weather connectivity
between Jammu and Srina-
gar,” Mr. Vaishnaw said,
crediting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for realis-
ing the dream of railway
connectivity in the Kash-
mir Valley.

The focus, in the future,
would be on strengthening
maintenance systems, and
deploying advanced tech-
nologies for bridges and
tunnels to ensure safety
and reliability in the Hima-
layan terrain, he said.

0O1Ma.Railway Minister
flags off first Jammu-
Srinagar direct train

Yor #AY oF gl SIF-
et Weft &or g8 S
fears

¢ Railway Minister flags
off first Jammu-Srinagar direct
train.
¥ #A o gl STFEA-ATIR
eft o1 1 Y S @S|

e Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday flagged off the first
direct train service between
Jammu city and Srinagar city,
describing it as “India’s first
experience with railway
operations at such high
altitudes”, and “a
gamechanger for the region’s
economy”.

A Y 7l 37 dworg o

TEAR T S AT AR AT e & i ggel el 37 Far a1 g8 5787 s 3ik & “saah
3UTS TR Yeld HEToleT ohT HRcl Sh Tgell 3TeeTd” AT “&61 T IcaeUT & ToIT AR o]
o J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah called it “a historic day”.
FEA-FYHR & AEAHA AT Iegedl o 38 “Teh Mg R aarn|
o “The introduction of the expanded Vande Bharat service further strengthens this historic
corridor, improving travel comfort, meeting rising passenger demand, and reinforcing all-

weather connectivity between Jammu and Srinagar,” Mr. Vaishnaw said, crediting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for realising the dream of railway connectivity in the Kashmir Valley.

aora ¥ T, TR 8 HIRa AaT &1 3T 36 WAETRae FINEN &1 3R FAorgd e 8,
ey mam giarem s¢af, Sec arE #vr o g ik Se-fer & i @ Alae F FafFeld
A gl 3R 3egiet s T werersa si¥g A &1 A e
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‘No western clothes”
Jain temple prescribes
dress code for women

Press Trust of India
BAGHPAT

The Digambar Jain temple
in Uttar Pradesh’s Baghpat
has issued a dress code for
women devotees, asking
them to avoid “western out-
fits”, wear “modest
clothes” and cover their
heads while entering the
temple premises.

In a notice issued a few
days ago, the temple man-
agement said women
should not enter the temple
in “half-pants, bermudas,
mini skirts, or western out-
fits such as jeans and tops”.

The temple in Baraut vil-
lage is a prominent centre
of the Digambar Jain tradi-
tion and houses an idol of
Parshvanath. It is consi-

dered an important spiri-
tual site, attracting devotees
from several States, includ-
ing Delhi, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra and Rajasthan.

‘Publicity stunt’

Temple committee member
Ankush Jain said the guide-
lines aim to maintain the
sanctity and decorum of the
religious site and are not in-
tended to curtail personal
freedom. “The decision has
been taken to promote a
sense of devotion and disci-
pline among devotees,” he
said.

However, Amit Rai Jain,
general secretary of the All
India Shwetambar Sthanak-
vasi Jain Conference,
termed the move a “public-
ity stunt”.

H yaer o &<
o The temple in Baraut village is a prominent centre of the Digambar Jain tradition and houses
an idol of Parshvanath.

a0 a1 1 Ig AR e Stet 9o 7 @ e ¢ 3N gt aredarry i gfaAr e g

0O1Ma. ‘No western clothes’: Jain temple
prescribes dress code for women

S AR FI A ST AR AfvaTHt & v
S Frs PR frn

o ‘No western clothes’: Jain temple prescribes dress
code for women.

qfRasl U2 Agr: I FAfeT 7 A3t & fow 37wz FuiRa
TR

e The Digambar Jain temple in Uttar Pradesh’s
Baghpat has issued a dress code for women devotees, asking
them to avoid “western oultfits”, wear “modest clothes” and
cover their heads while entering the temple premises.

3R U2l & IRTYd [oUd feerar St #feRy & Afgem sial & fow
39 FI3 SR foham &, #3904 “afRasdt #93° 7 gga1, ‘A
TJET YgAal 3R Al F 93Uy FXa TF7T TR Thed ol gl IAT R |

e In anotice issued a few days ago, the temple
management said women should not enter the temple in “half-
pants, bermudas, mini skirts, or western outfits such as jeans
and tops”.

S feeT ggel ST Afeq H Al JaereT o gl i Afgenw ‘g6
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Shah to attend first-ever exposition
of Buddha’s relics on Ladakh visit

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who arrived in Leh
on Thursday, will attend
the first international ex-
position of holy relics of
Lord Buddha in India on
the occasion of Buddha
Purnima.

Mr. Shah was welcomed
by top officials, elected re-
presentatives and the local
people, with many dressed
in traditional attire. “He
[Mr. Shah] will be paying
respects to the holy relics
of Lord Buddha tomorrow
[May 1] on the occasion of
the 2,569th Buddha Purni-
ma. The Home Minister’s
visit and his vision for the
development of Ladakh
shall motivate us to work
for fulfilling the aspirations
of the people of Ladakh,”
the Union Territory’s Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena said.

This is Mr. Shah’s first vi-
sit since street protests ov-
er the demands of State-
hood and inclusion in the

Home Minister Amit Shah being welcomed by Ladakh L-G Vinai
Kumar Saxena and other dignitaries in Leh on Thursday. ANI

Sixth Schedule left four
protesters dead and over
80 injured last September.
The Centre has already
announced May 22 as a
fresh date to resume Delhi-
Ladakh talks on the de-
mands of the Leh Apex Bo-
dy and Kargil Democratic
Alliance, conglomerates of
socio-religious-political
groups of the region. The
talks hit a roadblock after
the protests and the arrest
of climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk, who was cham-
pioning the causes of State-

hood and Sixth Schedule.

Meanwhile, five more
districts have been created
in the region, in an appa-
rent outreach ahead of the
talks.

“This visit marks a sig-
nificant moment for La-
dakh, underlining the con-
tinued focus and
engagement of the Central
leadership with the re-
gion’s development and as-
pirations,” Jamyang Tser-
ing Namgyal, senior BJP
leader and former MP from
Ladakh said. He said Mr.

Shah arrived in Leh to a
rousing and heartfelt wel-
come from the people of
Ladakh.

The holy relics of Tatha-
gata Buddha, which ar-
rived in Leh a few days ago,
will be on public display
from May 1to 15 across Leh
and Zanskar, offering devo-
tees a rare opportunity for
prayers, officials said.

Letter to L-G

Meanwhile, the LAB and
the KDA have written a
joint letter to the Lieute-
nant-Governor and ex-
pressed strong objections
and key concerns regard-
ing proposed power sector
changes in Ladakh.

“We submit this memo-
randum to express our
strong objection and grave
concern regarding the pro-
posed formation of a Joint
Venture between the La-
dakh Power Development
Department (49%) and the
Rural Electrification Cor-
poration (51%) for the pow-
er sector in Ladakh,” said
the letter.

01Ma. Shah to attend first-ever exposition of Buddha’s relics on Ladakh visit

ATE eard aR W qger & st AT ggell yeie 7 enfAer g

e “He [Mr. Shah] will be paying respects to the holy relics of Lord Buddha tomorrow [May 1] on
the occasion of the 2,569th Buddha Purnima.

ag (5 28] @l [1 #] 2,569 g GIOTAT 3 18R I TN S & T el i
Heeistter 3T0d YT
e This is Mr. Shah’s first visit since street protests over the demands of Statehood and inclusion
in the Sixth Schedule left four protesters dead and over 80 injured last September.

Ig A ATE kT gl I & ST Mool TR & U7 7 &=l iR S8 3regaget 7 nfdel e v
maﬁéﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬁﬁwaﬁﬁﬁﬁaaﬂisoﬁaﬁmwwm

e The Centre has already announced May 22 as a fresh date to resume DeIh| Ladakh talks on
the demands of the Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance, conglomerates of
socio-religious-political groups of the region.

&g o Tgel €1 22 AS AT Reel-aegra arar fh & & e H1 o7 TG Bl HT g, ST dg Taw
a181 3R FRIAYS SRS varw 1 ARN W gef|
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e Meanwhile, five more districts have been created in the region, in an apparent outreach
ahead of the talks.

9§, AT & Ygol Ueh Ugol & &9 & &7 H U< ¢ ek §710 v &

What happened to Komagata
Maru passengers in 1914?

Why was the Komagata Maru denied entry into Canada? What happened to the passengers?

Prathmesh Kher

The story so far:
n the spring of 1914, a Japanese
steamship called the Komagata
Maru sailed from Hong Kong
toward Vancouver, British
Columbia, carrying 376 passengers: 340
Sikhs, 24 Muslims, and 12 Hindus from
Punjab in British India. They were British
subjects hoping to build new lives in
Canada. What awaited them was a
two-month standoff in the harbour, a
brutal denouement on the docks of
Calcutta, and a place in the history of
both India’s anti-colonial movement and
Canada’s long reckoning with its own
past. The episode was recently mentioned
by singer Diljit Dosanjh on The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon.

‘Why was Punjab central to events
leading up to the voyage?

By 1914, Punjab had become the primary
recruiting ground for the British Indian
Army. The British had cultivated Punjab

as aloyal province populated by a
“martial race,” but the relationship was
both lopsided and extractive. Rapid
agricultural growth combined with easy
credit had created a crisis of rural
indebtedness, and epidemics of malaria
and plague in the early 1900s pushed
families toward emigration as the only
‘way out.

Among those who left were the
founders of the Ghadar movement,
established in 1913 among expatriate
Punjabis on the U.S. West Coast,
dedicated to the armed overthrow of
British rule in India.

The Komagata Maru voyage was

freighted with this politics from the start.

Ghadar activists boarded the ship in
‘Yokohama, delivering lectures and
distributing anti-colonial literature, and
British intelligence was watching closely.

‘What led to the standoff?

The voyage was organised by Gurdit
Singh, a Punjabi entrepreneur based in
Singapore, who chartered the ship

specifically to challenge Canada’s
exclusionary laws. Canada had enacted a
“continuous journey regulation” in 1908,
barring entry to anyone who had not
travelled by a single unbroken journey
from their country of birth, while also
pressuring shipping companies not to sell
direct tickets from India.

When the ship arrived at Vancouver’s
Burrard Inlet on May 23, 1914,

immigration officials refused to let it dock.

Prime Minister Robert Borden kept the
ship anchored offshore, cutting off

C ication and stalling p i
The local South Asian community raised
over $20,000 to take over the ship’s
charter and hired a lawyer to bring a test

case, but the British Columbia Court of
Appeal unanimously upheld the
discriminatory laws. Officials then
withheld food and water. On July 19, an
armed police force of 150 men attempted
to board the ship; the passengers fought
them off. Borden dispatched a naval
cruiser. Only 22 passengers, mostly those
who could prove prior Canadian

residence, were ultimately permitted to
disembark. The ship departed under
escort on July 23. British colonial
authorities, suspicious of the passengers’
politics, refused to let the ship dock in
Hong Kong or Singapore. When it finally
anchored near Calcutta in late September,
police tried to force the exhausted
passengers onto trains bound for Punjab.
They refused, marched toward the city,
and were fired upon. Twenty passengers
were killed; many more were imprisoned.
Gurdit Singh evaded capture for years
before surrendering in 1920 and serving
five years in prison.

What happened when the ship
returned to India?
In the aftermath, the Ghadar movement
surged in recruitment. Some members
returned to Punjab in 1915 to attempt an
armed uprising, which failed due to
informers and mass arrests. Dozens were
sent to the gallows. But the movement’s
martyrs became folklore.

Canada was slow to acknowledge what
it had done. An apology delivered at a
community festival by Prime Minister
Stephen Harper in 2008 was rejected by
many as insufficient. It took until 2016 for
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to deliver a
formal apology on the floor of the House
of Commons. The Komagata Maru
remains a sharp demonstration of what
colonial subjects had long understood:
that the British Empire’s promises of
equal subjecthood were never meant for
everyone.

01Ma. What happened to Komagata Maru passengers in 1914?
1914 H FIAVIET ATE & AT & AL FIT §IHT?

In the spring of 1914 / 1914 & 8 &

THE GIST

v

The Komagata Maru carried
376 British subjects from
Punjab but was denied entry
into Canada under the
“continuous journey”
regulation, leading to a
two-month standoff in
Vancouver harbour.

v

On returning to India, the
passengers faced police firing
near Calcutta, killing 20 people.

e Inthe spring of 1914, a Japanese steamship called the Komagata Maru sailed from Hong
Kong toward Vancouver, British Columbia, carrying 376 passengers: 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims,
and 12 Hindus from Punjab in British India.

1914 & THA H, RIARIET ARE ATHb Ueh ST FEA gETRET § depar, ffeer sleiferar dr 317
Qe g3, fSrae 376 AT A 340 @, 24 AR, 3R 12 feg, S forfeer s & dotm & 2
e They were British subjects hoping to build new lives in Canada.

3 fafeer o= &, i shaAteT H FAT SaeT IAT I 3T FT I A

e What awaited them was a two-month standoff in the harbour, a brutal denouement on the
docks of Calcutta, and a place in the history of both India’s anti-colonial movement and
Canada’s long reckoning with its own past.

3eThT AIHAT SEIANTE H &1 FE & AN, rofehell & HIET W Ueh T 3, 3R #RA &
3Fafaafres AR et JuT SaTs! %mm*m%mﬁwﬁgﬁm

Why was Punjab central to events leading up to the voyage? / IET & ggal Y TeA131T & IoTa F4t

Fa a1?

e By 1914, Punjab had become the primary recruiting ground for the British Indian Army.
1914 T, ot fafeer siclier @ o forw vege evcif &1 o1 et 2|

e The British had cultivated Punjab as a loyal province populated by a “martial race,” but the
relationship was both lopsided and extractive.

fofeell & gatrer l et snfa” & 31eTe Teh ahieR Tid & &9 7 I famar ar, afsre ag day
3rAToIT 3R AMYUTRRY 27|
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Rapid agricultural growth combined with easy credit had created a crisis of rural
indebtedness, and epidemics of malaria and plague in the early 1900s pushed families toward
emigration as the only way out.

Al & T Tenre 3R AT 0T ATHIOT FHOTIEAT T Hehe 3o fohaT, X 1900 & TRTHH
ast & FARET TUT ToeT Y AFTATRET o TRART T 991 d T 317 Tahet fem|

Among those who left were the founders of the Ghadar movement, established in 1913
among expatriate Punjabis on the U.S. West Coast, dedicated to the armed overthrow of
British rule in India.

FaTfaat # e JietersT & eI o &, S 1913 F AR & gfRg# de W T3 g yarfaat
CART T TR 91T AT 3R TS HehT 36820 AR 3 TSTEer ATHT hl WRET T & FHTC Sdedl
uT|

The Komagata Maru voyage was freighted with this politics from the start.

FIATIICT ATE hT ATAT IR T & 39 Joleiita & gafad &

Ghadar activists boarded the ship in Yokohama, delivering lectures and distributing anti-
colonial literature, and British intelligence was watching closely.

TME FRIHATHT o ANhIGTAT 3 STETT I TAR gle cATEATe T 3R Aafarafaes faredr anfeca
faaRe foram, STafes fafeer githar vsiféar @as i

What led to the standos ? / ITfaYer FT HFROT F4AT AT?

The voyage was organised by Gurdit Singh, a Punjabi entrepreneur based in Singapore,
who chartered the ship specifically to challenge Canada’s exclusionary laws.

Ig AT FHIMYR T Tofrell Sezeh IR T canT 3mraferd v a1$ oY, fSieglel fady su &
HelTST & ACHTTYT Hiefall T Yeitel ool & ToIT STgTet fohre oY fora |

Canada had enacted a “continuous journey regulation” in 1908, barring entry to anyone
who had not travelled by a single unbroken journey from their country of birth, while also
pressuring shipping companies not to sell direct tickets from India.

elTsT o 1908 & “Welel ATAT & o1 feha T, Toiereh et fondll 8ff egfeher shr rarer w1g feam
STTAT AT forHeY 319eY STeaeetet ¥ Tt Tk Aram w761 1 g, 3 ffdiar shuferal o sa & @

T&he o Sl T GTd STell 31T AT|

When the ship arrived at Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet on May 23, 1914, immigration officials
refused to let it dock.

23 ﬂé1914ﬁaaama‘%@1$guésaazq—§m Y 3TaSTeT ITAHINAT & 3T T3 W oldTey
& Jregfer e &

Prime Minister Robert Borden kept the ship anchored offe shore, cutting off communication
and stalling proceedings.

TITTHAT TaE FTSeT o STEToT I oIe ¥ g oI STel TWT, HAR d¢ o [T 3R Hrdarér o erel
feam

The local South Asian community raised over $20,000 to take over the ship’s charter and
hired a lawyer to bring a test case, but the British Columbia Court of Appeal unanimously
upheld the discriminatory laws.

TUTAY ETEI0T TRIATS HHE o STgrel 1 {07 et o fAT $20,000 & 310 Sferw 3R vh
et forgerdt famam, Aifehet fafeer wreifaram ardter samamerar & wdwFAfa & Aeemaqot Hear Hr
e e

Officials then withheld food and water.

ZTh dT¢, ATARIRAT o HiseT 3R ar=iY Ak 2|

On July 19, an armed police force of 150 men attempted to board the ship; the passengers
fought them off.
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19 e T 150 YToraenfoial il TR Tohsl F STgTsT IR Teat I TI fohd, Afehet ATTIAT o 3¢
Ve e

Borden dispatched a naval cruiser.

SiSe & Ueh IR o AT

Only 22 passengers, mostly those who could prove prior Canadian residence, were ultimately
permitted to disembark.

37cTcl: Shdel 22 TTTT T S Y IHeTATC &1 1S, T3 JTTeIehier I & ST Tl FellsT H TE 1
AT & Hoh |

The ship departed under escort on July 23.

23 aﬂéﬁamsrgwwé?wwwgaﬂl

British colonial authorities, suspicious of the passengers’ politics, refused to let the ship dock
in Hong Kong or Singapore.

fafeer siufaafer it & iRt i Taeifas afafafaat & eg & FRoT StEre &t
giaTeRTeT AT FAITR & Sgat w1eT feram|

When it finally anchored near Calcutta in late September, police tried to force the exhausted
passengers onto trains bound for Punjab.

W?Wﬁmmm%wq@, ﬁgﬁvﬁﬁg&rmﬁﬁaﬁmaﬁaﬁraﬁ
H SOl T 9 foma|

They refused, marched toward the city, and were fired upon.

3ogiel SThR fohaT, 2R HT 3R AT R, 3R 37 IR IMeleRT A 15|

Twenty passengers were killed; many more were imprisoned.

a1 It AR 90 3R S 317 e Y forT |

Gurdit Singh evaded capture for years before surrendering in 1920 and serving five years in
prison.

IR g oS anl deh TREART & sl T8, T 1920 H 3cAaayor feham R dier a1 gsim
FIeT|

What happened when the ship returned to India? /mmmﬁa?ﬂmgsm

In the aftermath, the Ghadar movement surged in recruitment.
3T d1C, e et & o7l 96 TS|

Some members returned to Punjab in 1915 to attempt an armed uprising, which failed due to
informers and mass arrests.

TS HaE 1915 H G faglg 7 Tad et & forw domme dite, Aifthet Fafat 3 a8t o
TIRFATRAT & HROT T TG 8T

An apology delivered at a community festival by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2008 was
rejected by many as insue cient.

T TN §TYR EaRT 2008 H HHETeh Scad # &I TS HIhT T S ol o Joiee A
It took until 2016 for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to deliver a formal apology on the floor of
the House of Commons.

2016 T TAIGTT AT TST, IS TUAHAT AT 3 o1 §13H 36 HidA-H 7 A IS AThT &

The Komagata Maru remains a sharp demonstration of what colonial subjects had long
understood: that the British Empire’s promises of equal subjecthood were never meant for
everyone.

FIATIIET AR 37157 $T 5T ST T TASC 361807 ¢ Tob AT AF It e Ta77 & Fasrdr O &
fafeer wens garr gAT AreTRerar & arg @l & fow 787 2
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A century after legal recognition, workers
still lack real protection

Since the Trade Union Act first gave workers legal recc

ition and protection, the

law has not lived up to its intent: it preserves rights on paper but,

through procedural constraints and silence on platform workers, continues to limit the ability of workers to organise and act

Prathmesh Kher

n 1918, Bahman Pestonji Wadia

founded the Madras Labour Union,

India’s first trade union with

regular membership and a relief
fund, established to address what he
called the “mal-treatment of workers” by
European officers. The union he helped
build was, in the eyes of British common
law, a conspiracy to restrain trade.

In 1921, a Madras court put a price on
the act of organising workers against
unfair working conditions. £2,000 was
awarded against Wadia and fellow
unionists for leading a strike against the
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills. The
management agreed to waive the
payment on the condition that Wadia
sever all associations with the union he
had built. There was no law to protect
him. The unionists complied.

But even in compliance, the unionists
showed defiance. One of the union
leaders, Vengal Chakkarai Chettiar, told
the judge in open court: “I am an
evangelical worker for the Wesley
Mission. I am getting 210 per week, with
which I am living. | have only my clothes,
which I am wearing, and a few spare
clothes at home. If necessary, I will
remove my clothes and give them to the
court. But the amount of compensation
ordered by you cannot be recovered from
me. At the same time, I cannot be
stopped from working for the trade union
of workers. Even if my clothes are
removed in execution of a decree, I will
continue to work for the trade union by
wearing my loincloth. If necessary, we
will go for work stoppages to win our
demands.”

‘The judgment brought into the open
something that had been gnawing at the
labouring classes for decades. By 1921,
India had hundreds of trade unions, yet
not one had legal recognition. N.M. Joshi,
co-founder and General Secretary of the
All-India Trade Union Congress (AITUC),
understood the specific nature of the
problem. In March 1921, the same month
as the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills
judgment, he moved a resolution in the
Central Legislative Assembly
recommending that the government
introduce legislation to register and
protect trade unions. Five years of legal
and political pressure followed before the
Act was finally passed in 1926. The Royal
Commission on Labour in India,
reporting in 1931, described what the
struggle had been for: to give trade unions
the necessary protection from civil suits
and criminal laws relating to conspiracy
to enable them to carry on their
legitimate activities.

Letter and spirit

The Trade Union Act of 1926 emerged
from five years of sustained pressure from
the labour from nationali

dispute” including inducing breach of
employment contract, or interfering with
the employer’s trade or business. The
weapon used to silence Wadia was
removed from the employer’s hands.
Section 17 addressed the criminal threat:
no office-bearer or member of a
registered union shall be liable under the
IPC’s criminal conspiracy provision,
Section 120B, for agreements made to
further legitimate union objects, “unless
the agreement is an agreement to commit
an offence.”

An Indian worker now had legal
recognition and legally recognised rights.
A union was no longer a conspiracy.

By 1928, the Girni Kamgar Union in
Bombay had over 70,000 members. That
year saw 203 strikes involving over five
lakh workers. The left wing of the labour
movement, strengthened by the Act’s
protections, was growing fast and fusing
with nationalist politics, as it had in 1908,
when Bombay’s workers struck for six
days over Lokmanya Tilak’s
imprisonment. Two responses came
simultaneously from the colonial state.

The Meerut conspiracy case arrested
33 labour organisers, men working
openly, in unions the 1926 Act had made
legal, and charged them not under
Section 120B, where the Act’s immunity
held, but under sedition provisions the
Act had never touched. Then came two
bills together. The Trade Disputes Bill
banned sympathetic strikes, built in
notice periods long enough to make
sustained action practically impossible,
and made illegal any strike that extended
beyond a purely industrial dispute. What
had electrified Indian politics since 1908,
the joining of workers' grievances to

leaders who understood that organised
workers were essential to the freedom
struggle, sharpened by the colonial state’s
calculation that legal frameworks for
managing workers’ grievances were safer
than the revolutionary alternative.
Section 18 of the Act answered the
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills judgment
directly: “No suit or other legal
proceeding shall be maintainable in any
Civil Court against any registered Trade
Union or any office-bearer or member
thereof in respect of any act done in

or e of a trade

ist ones, was now a criminal act.
Motilal Nehru named it plainly: “the
Slavery of India Bill.” The Public Safety
Bill went further, giving the executive
power to act not on what people did but
on what they were deemed to intend,
with the Governor General as judge of
intention.

On October 30, 1928, months before
the bills came to a vote, Lala Lajpat Rai,
who had presided over the AITUC's
founding session in 1920, led a peaceful
protest in Lahore against the all-British
Simon Commission. Police

James Scott ordered a

GETTY IMAGES

lathi charge. Rai was beaten across his
chest. That same evening, still standing,
he addressed the crowd at Mochi Gate: “1
declare that the blows struck at me today
will be the last nails in the coffin of British
rule in India.” He died eighteen days later.

At the Bombay Presidency Youth
Conference in December 1928, Jawaharlal
Nehru told the students: “Ally yourself to
the masses of the country, the peasantry
and the industrial worker... And if you do
s0, you will automatically avoid the
pitfalls of reformism and petty
compromise.” By July 1929, with both bills
passed and the Meerut accused in
custody, his analysis of the Public Safety
Bill was unsparing: “This is dangerous
enough at any time and in any country to
make the Executive Government the
judge of what is in the mind of those
opposed to it. It is far more dangerous in
India, where there is a foreign
government.” When the government’s
spokesman claimed that foreign agitators
had caused the country’s labour unrest,
Nehru was contemptuous. The actual
cause was economic distress. “A strike is
always unfortunate and deplorable, just
as a fever is unfortunate and deplorable,
but it is no good cursing the fever. The
wise man treats it and tries to remove the
causes of it.”

Three months before that analysis, on
April 8, 1929, Bhagat Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt threw smoke bombs
and leaflets from the visitors’ gallery of
the Central Legislative Assembly. The
pamphlet named three provocations: the
Meerut arrests, the bills, and the death of
Lajpat Rai. “The indiscriminate arrests of
labour leaders working in the open field
clearly indicate whether the wind blows,”
it read. Then came the sentence that
named the whole situation: “It takes a
loud voice to make the deaf hear.”

Singh was hanged in 1931, aged 23. Dutt
was transported to the Cellular Jail in the
Andamans to serve a life sentence. The
Meerut accused spent years in prison.
‘The Girni Kamgar Union was broken. The
1926 Act’s protections remained on the
statute book. The letter never came to
match the spirit.

Past as prologue
The Trade Union Act survived
independence and was absorbed into the

constitutional settlement. Article 19(1X¢)
gave every Indian citizen the right to form
associations or unions. Registered trade
unions increased by 625% between 1951
and 1979. The ideological fire of the early
movement cooled, over time, into wage
ining. Then in 1991, the New

Economic Policy arrived with its logic that
labour flexibility was the price of growth.

In 2020, during a Monsoon Session of
Parliament conducted under pandemic
restrictions, with the Opposition
protesting procedural irregularities, the
government passed four labour codes
consolidating 29 existing laws. One of
them, the Industrial Relations Code 2020,
absorbed the Trade Union Act 1926. It
came into force on November 21, 2025.

The new Code preserves Sections 16
and 17, successors to the 1926 Act's
immunity provisions, in language almost
identical to the original. A century’s
worth of protective words, freshly
reprinted. But the dissonance between
the letter and the spirit continues.

To be recognised as such, a negotiating
union must now demonstrate 51%
support among workers on the muster
roll. In industries characterised by high
turnover, casual labour, fixed-term
contracts, achieving and maintaining this
numerical ceiling is nigh impossible for
most unions, and this is precisely in
sectors where workers need protection
the most. Section 62 requires 60 days’
notice before a strike can begin, four
times the 15 days the 1929 Trade Disputes
Act demanded, the bill Motilal Nehru had
already called the “Slavery of India Bill.”
Workers cannot strike during conciliation
proceedings, or for seven days after, or
during Tribunal proceedings, or for 60
days after those conclude. Between notice
periods and cooling-off clauses, an
employer can keep a workforce in
procedural suspension without end.

Then there is the silence that reveals
more than any provision. The words ‘gig’
and ‘platform’ do not appear once in the
Industrial Relations Code 2020. NITI
Aayog estimated 7.7 million platform
workers in 2020. Yet a law that came into
force five months ago contains not a
single word about the workers who run
errands across every city in the country.
They are legally classified as independent
contractors.

The struggle continues

Despite the hurdles thrown their way,
workers continue to organise. The
Telangana Gig and Platform Workers
Union, the Indian Federation of
App-Based Transport Workers, and the
All-India Gig Workers Union continue to
exist, organise meetings on WhatsApp,
and occasionally win. In March 2024,
platform worker unions forced Zomato to
reverse a policy that segregated delivery
fleets by food type. This decision was
understood to endanger religious
minority and lower-caste riders by
making their identities visible in a society
marked by discrimination.

The Fairwork India Report 2024
assessed 11 major platforms operating in
India and found that none recognised a
collective body of workers or a trade
union. Four States have now passed social
security laws for platform workers,
welfare benefits designed, with some
care, to make the struggle for collective
bargaining seem unnecessary.

The deaf have not learned to hear. The
loud voices are still necessary.

O1Ma. A century after
legal recognition,
workers still lack real
protection

FToeAT AT & T Tl
a1g &ff #fAw) # arafds
HY&TOT ST

e 1In 1918, Bahman
Pestonji Wadia founded the
Madras Labour Union,
India’s first trade union with
regular membership and a
relief fund, established to
address what he called the
“‘mal-treatment of workers”
by European officers.

1918 #, IgA UTTaiT arfsar
o HET e Ffade hr T =T
&, St o fAa geearn 3ik
& I aTell AR FI Igalr
s gforas oY, o 3egiaY

o A1y U Silet ael “gedagr”
HI FEITT e o o Tifia
fonam|

e The union he helped
build was, in the eyes of
British common law, a
conspiracy to restrain trade.

e gferaret 1 3egiet s,
I it siaa af frgfec
STIR Y SIS et hr
Frforer &

e In 1921, a Madras court put a price on the act of organising workers against unfair working
conditions.

1921 &, Ueh G ~ATATe =1 3fffeict sl IR TEferat o fawetr sifaeht sl Fafad ohiet & i

&1 rAd fAeTRa

e £2,000 was awarded against Wadia and fellow unionists for leading a strike against the
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills.

arf3ar 3R 3o7ah Al FFATeT AT & fawey afaw 03 Fefed ffew & [@em gsdre &1
Acd A o TeIT £2,000 T STHTAT ST 37T |

e One of the union leaders, Vengal Chakkarai Chettiar, told the judge in open court: “l am an
evangelical worker for the Wesley Mission. | am getting ¥10 per week, with which | am living.
| have only my clothes, which | am wearing, and a few spare clothes at home. If necessary, |
will remove my clothes and give them to the court. But the amount of compensation ordered
by you cannot be recovered from me. At the same time, | cannot be stopped from working for
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the trade union of workers. Even if my clothes are removed in execution of a decree, | will
continue to work for the trade union by wearing my loincloth. If necessary, we will go for work
stoppages to win our demands.”

YT o Ueh oAclT STl TFHIS ACSCAR o Yol AT H wI1ATeer & gl “H 3T et o
T U JaRe s €| #gt i acdig 210 Aerd 8, foradr #F Shaerardst #tar €1 #R o
hael T8 HUS § S el Tt € IR TR R F IfaRTFd H98 &1 FfE 31 311, ot # 379e g
SARHT JTeTere] i & GaTT| oifeheT 3Taeh @R freiRe F3mmast 1 TRy For ager =7ei 1 =i
Tehell| ATY &1, {S ATHRT Y &3 ATl o ToIT 1 et A AT oTET ST Fhell | 87ek &1 M HU3
f3shT o teft & geT QU ST, & dharel MET Tgeten 8 &3 Jfaaziel & TorT e el o1 I
3T G3T, A G AT FHI T T HT0 & foIw 1l 5 3oy |”

By 1921, India had hundreds of trade unions, yet not one had legal recognition.

1921 e AR H HFsT &3 IfAaeT of, Aferet Ueh o Siefelt Alerar wredt o787 AT

N.M. Joshi, co-founder and General Secretary of the All-India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC), understood the specific nature of the problem.

w. oA, Sieft, S5 ¢ gfewe wE (AITUC) & wg-eumas 3R Agrafaa, s qeear
faTRIse gepfet ot THsTd A

In March 1921, the same month as the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills judgment, he moved a
resolution in the Central Legislative Assembly recommending that the government
introduce legislation to register and protect trade unions.

A 1921 #, 3 7 519 STHEH US Felifeeh [Fedt 1 10T g3, Seeiet Hver forermer o o
Teh YiTd S T Torasl TRepR & &3 iaAdeit 1 doiighel 3R ERIETT et & ToIT lefel olled
T TAwIer $T 73]

Five years of legal and political pressure followed before the Act was finally passed in 1926.
T ST o el R TsTeilicien GaTd & d1g 3cTdl: 1926 A ifafegs qrie fear |

The Royal Commission on Labour in India, reporting in 1931, described what the struggle
had been for: to give trade unions the necessary protection from civil suits and criminal laws
relating to conspiracy to enable them to carry on their legitimate activities.

AR F A G Al AT, T8 1931 H 3191 ROIE Tedel 1, o 56 FEY T 3657 I &5
iAgeil &l ARTR HehedAl R T5TT A HI AT IR Rl & HTTRTHh F&T Feked el
arfer & 39+t gy arfafafear s W@ ¥ |

Letter and spirit / ersg 3i stra=T

The Trade Union Act of 1926 emerged from five years of sustained pressure from the labour
movement, from nationalist leaders who understood that organised workers were essential to
the freedom struggle, sharpened by the colonial state’s calculation that legal frameworks for
managing workers’ grievances were safer than the revolutionary alternative.

8 gt HTATAAH, 1926 47 3Hiclert Gl I8 & Al &G1T § ScdeeT G3HT, 37 TSCAEY
A3 & URT gt St @FsTa & o Tetfod #fFe Tadadar 9amd & fov smaeaes §, 3k
Jafeafes Isg T 3 ITOTAT & cE0T EIHT o AT Y el bl eI et & forw ey
e shifclehT fashod & 31fereh RiaTd &

Section 18 of the Act answered the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills judgment directly: “No
suit or other legal proceeding shall be maintainable in any Civil Court against any registered
Trade Union or any office-bearer or member thereof in respect of any act done in

contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute” including inducing breach of employment
contract, or interfering with the employer’s trade or business.

sifaferaet & amr 18 o Aer afthaer vs F@ifes few fAviT &1 3ox e e o ol &3
AT AT 38 el gerfreiy a1 Heed & fawey fondlr off AeTRes ~ararer 7 1S arg a1 31y
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IeTell SRIATE! 161 el Hehall, A a8 SR Tehdlil 413 TadTe hl shoualT AT 38 3T Tele o [T
foham aram g1, TSI USTITR 1T T Seoltlel it AT Il o SITIR H §ETET e Mo
gl

Section 17 addressed the criminal threat: no office-bearer or member of a registered union
shall be liable under the IPC’s criminal conspiracy provision, Section 120B, for
agreements made to further legitimate union objects, “unless the agreement is an agreement
to commit an offence.”

URT 17 & TR TR &l FTRe foham: fandt daliee Iferat &1 1S yerfirsll a1 geeg
3Tt Y TINTAF Y3IT URT 1208 & i TG el a1, TG Fasiia der gierae
3621 Y 3 TGIeT o ToIT T 91T &1, “STe ofeh Toh a8 FASHIAT fhEl 3TORTY &l &hdel o Tl o
g

By 1928, the Girni Kamgar Union in Bombay had over 70,000 members.
1928 e, Siea Y AR FHAR g & 70,000 A 31T T &1 Ieh A
That year saw 203 strikes involving over five lakh workers.

37 aY¥ 203 ggaﬁgéﬁaﬁqﬁwﬁmmem |

The left wing of the labour movement, strengthened by the Act’s protections, was growing fast
and fusing with nationalist politics, as it had in 1908, when Bombay's workers struck for six
days over Lokmanya Tilak’s imprisonment.

S 3Telerst o ATAYAT ST, St HIATRTH 6 T & AT gHT 2T, T & 5g g7 A1 AR
SATET TSIl & 1Y 53 T8 T, éwﬁslgosﬁgmmaaaﬁasaﬁaﬁﬁmﬁw
F FRE F [0 & o8 &A1 d& gsara &1 ot

The Meerut conspiracy case arrested 33 labour organisers, men working openly, in unions
the 1926 Act had made legal, and charged them not under Section 120B, where the Act’s
immunity held, but under sedition provisions the Act had never touched.

ATS YA ARAAT A 33 YA AT T PR har 312, St Gol &9 F HI @ &, 3o
iAgel & fSieg 1926 & 3TRfFH o &er e a7, 3R 357 W URT 120B & 3icd w781 diosh
TISTENE AIETaAl & dgd TR ST 91T, foee 3Tz o sl el gaim 2|

The Trade Disputes Bill banned sympathetic strikes, built in notice periods long enough to
make sustained action practically impossible, and made illegal any strike that extended
beyond a purely industrial dispute.

s faae g 2 weresifcr gsdreil o) Uidets SaTaT, 3e ofd wAfed rafer feie i fon
fAaR FaTS STeTeteT 31e7a g 15, 3R fondt o 0T el 1 379 9T f i haot JffeAfeR
faare & 3mr e

What had electrified Indian politics since 1908, the joining of workers’ grievances to nationalist
ones, was now a criminal act.

SiT 1908 & SR ISTAITCT hT ol & TET T, AT ATHhT hT RIshrarcil i1 Tegardr Hear d s,
31 Teh ITRITEh e el IAT|

Motilal Nehru named it plainly: “the Slavery of India Bill.”

AT A8® o U TISC T T “HR $ ST FT YIS FgT|

The Public Safety Bill went further, giving the executive power to act not on what people did
but on what they were deemed to intend, with the Governor General as judge of intention.

qfeers AFd faer ST ot 31T a7T, T SrRIgfelenT 1 I8 e &) o ag e & rif 9T =18t
Ffodh 3oTehT HAT TR FRATS FY, THTH TR FTeIlel HRAT HT A0 27|

On October 30, 1928, months before the bills came to a vote, Lala Lajpat Rai, who had
presided over the AITUC’s founding session in 1920, led a peaceful protest in Lahore
against the all-British Simon Commission.

30 37eFeR 1928 T, TAEhl W AT & FEIAT Tgel, ATl dTeTad I, fSiegiat 1920 # AITUC
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& TUTIAT 6 T eA&Tar 1 oY, o g 7 qoieT: forfeer argarar wefters & faier 7 enforget
eeie I Ajed fha|

Police Superintendent James Scott ordered a lathi charge.

qfer 3TefieTeh SIeg Thic o ATSraTsT i e fem|

That same evening, still standing, he addressed the crowd at Mochi Gate: “| declare that the
blows struck at me today will be the last nails in the coffin of British rule in India.”

3T 2ATA, TS TEd §U, Iogiot Ay A€ T 3715 T AT FY §U gl “H SN0 I ¢ fob 3t
AT W foRT 10 YeR AR # fofeer amaer & drgd & 31T hrer arfad gt
Three months before that analysis, on April 8, 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt

threw smoke bombs and leaflets from the visitors’ gallery of the Central Legislative
Assembly.

39 faRAwor & ofiet A Tgel, 8 3rd¥er 1929 F, 19Tat g 3R agaeay aa o Farw faemer wom A
eeen e & 31T 9 3R oef heh |

The pamphlet named three provocations: the Meerut arrests, the bills, and the death of
Lajpat Rai.

38 It & clieT 3haTd IATT AT WS FRwrariar, fagge, iR arsrad = i 7y |

Dutt was transported to the Cellular Jail in the Andamans to serve a life sentence.

& T JTSIal FRIART o T HSHTA & FeferX Stel SIS 1T

In 2020, during a Monsoon Session of Parliament conducted under pandemic restrictions,
with the Opposition protesting procedural irregularities, the government passed four labour
codes consolidating 29 existing laws.

2020 #, FEHARY il & T NS TG & ARG T & SN, STgl favet ufsharcash
AT 7 FaRTE T T@T T, TR &1 29 FHSFET Hlelet] T FAThA HI §T TR H# Hfgard
qTie il

One of them, the Industrial Relations Code 2020, absorbed the Trade Union Act 1926.
goTH O Ueh, e waer Wi 2020, 7 €3 gforaer srfafaraer 1926 &t wafea o form|

It came into force on November 21, 2025.

IE 21 ISR 2025 T S I

The new Code preserves Sections 16 and 17, successors to the 1926 Act’s immunity
provisions, in language almost identical to the original.

S TRET URT 16 3 17 Y TAT @A T, I 1926 31T F UfaRel Trawm & sy
€, 3T ToTeTehr SATT STeToHaT et & HaATeT &

To be recognised as such, a negotiating union must now demonstrate 51% support among
workers on the muster roll.

AT STod &t & ToIT, T TR ferdiet 1 31 3uredfa oreex 7 siffet & fa 51%
A U T AT gl

Section 62 requires 60 days’ notice before a strike can begin, four times the 15 days the
1929 Trade Disputes Act demanded, the bill Motilal Nehru had already called the “Slavery
of India Bill.”

YT 62 % 3R STl YT a1 F Ggel 60 feT 1 affeq maeyah &, S 1929 & ¢= e
AT carT 79 a7C 15 et & TR 771 31T &, fSr& Aicierrer Ag® qgel & “6Rd 1 aricr
&I fA9Tw" %E T I

Workers cannot strike during conciliation proceedings, or for seven days after, or during
Tribunal proceedings, or for 60 days after those conclude.

T3 Gorg Finam & T, 38 A & a1e, =T TRIeoT & FIRIATET & NI a1 38 AT
gt & 60 feoT a1 doh g8dTel AT Y Tohdl |

The words ‘gig’ and ‘platform’ do not appear once in the Industrial Relations Code 2020.

Frer 3R worewi ereg eI waer @fFdar 2020 F T IR 8 FTE 3|
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e NITI Aayog estimated 7.7 million platform workers in 2020.
Ay maver &7 2020 # 7.7 AfATeT cAewRt HfAFH! A1 AT oo
e They are legally classified as independent contractors.

376 Hielell &9 U FIAT SHER & & H Fafichet fohdm aram g

e The Fairwork India Report 2024 assessed 11 major platforms operating in India and found
that none recognised a collective body of workers or a trade union.

B FT3AT RUIE 2024 & 7R H FRA 11 TG T T 3Teholed TohdT 3R 1T 7o 3oTey
O Tl 1 ot STt o AIeHfeeh TS AT ¢S Fedal Sl A=l T8t &l

e Four States have now passed social security laws for platform workers, welfare benefits
designed, with some care, to make the struggle for collective bargaining seem unnecessary.

R TS & 379 CAeThe ATHent & ToIT FIATSTE FI&T Fefe qTiXe 1o &, TSieTd o ga e 59
TR & FHoAIUThHRT T8 foT 10 & foh ragfesh TESTSN hr HTTRThdT HA Yl 8|

0O1Ma. QUIZ: Meaning of ‘Fuhrer’ and its Use for Hitler

Questions and .answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. What word meaning ‘guide’ in German
was used to refer to Hitler? Ans: Fuhrer

2.1n 1923, Hitler attempted to pull off a coup and
overthrow the Weimar Republic; the attempt landed
him in prison. What was it called? Ans: The Munich
Putsch

3. What is the name of the totalitarian dictatorship
set up by Hitler from 1933 to 19457 Ans: The Third
Reich

4. In 1936, the Nazi regime used this international
sporting event for propaganda. It wasn't held again
until 1948. Which event was this and what event
caused its delay? Ans: Olympics. World War 2

5. The Axis Alliance was formed between Hitler,
Mussolini, and another leader. Name him. Ans:
Japanese emperor Hirohito

Visual: If you're a Harry Potter fan, you would have
heard of the Chamber of Secrets. But have you heard
of the Chamber of Horrors? This statue is found in
which museum’s chamber of horrors? Ans: Madame
Tussauds

Early Birds: C. Saravanan | Sunil Madhavan | Arun
Kumar Singh | Mohan Lal Patel | Prem Nath Tiwari

Meaning of the Word ‘Fuhrer’

e The German word “Fuhrer” literally means “leader” or
“guide.” It is derived from the verb fiihren, which means “to lead.” In
general usage, it can refer to any leader or person who guides others.

Use in Context of Adolf Hitler

e Adolf Hitler adopted the title “Fuhrer” to establish himself as
the supreme and unquestioned leader of Nazi Germany. After the death
of President Paul von Hindenburg in 1934, Hitler merged the offices of
President and Chancellor, assuming absolute power.

The Munich Putsch (1923)

e The Munich Putsch (Beer Hall Putsch) was a failed coup
attempt by Adolf Hitler in November 1923 to overthrow the Weimar
Republic.

o Exploiting political instability and economic crisis, Hitler tried to
seize power in Bavaria. The attempt was quickly suppressed by police,

leading to his arrest.
e He was sentenced for treason and jailed, where he wrote Mein Kampf and later shifted to
constitutional methods to gain power.

The Third Reich (1933-1945)

e The Third Reich refers to the totalitarian dictatorship established by Adolf Hitler in Germany

from 1933 to 1945.

After becoming Chancellor, Hitler consolidated power through laws like

the Enabling Act, eliminating democracy.

e The regime promoted extreme nationalism, racial ideology, and expansionism. It suppressed
opposition, controlled the media, and led to World War Il and the Holocaust.

1936 Olympics and World War Il Impact

e The 1936 Olympics, held in Berlin, were used by the Nazi regime under Adolf Hitler as a
propaganda tool to showcase Germany’s strength and ideology.
e The event projected an image of a peaceful and powerful nation despite underlying

repression.
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e The Olympics were not held again until 1948 due to World War 1l (1939-1945), which caused
global disruption, resource diversion, and international instability, leading to cancellation of
the 1940 and 1944 Games.

Axis Alliance Leadership

e The Axis Alliance during World War Il was formed between Adolf Hitler of Germany, Benito
Mussolini of Italy, and Emperor Hirohito of Japan.

e This coalition emerged through agreements like the Tripartite Pact (1940), aiming to expand
territorial control and counter Allied powers. While Hirohito was the symbolic head, Japan’s
military leadership drove decisions.

01Ma. U.S. top court hollows out law guarding minority voting rights

IARET 1 ofid 3reTera F IeTHETF AderT FTAFRY AY @I FIA aTe Fefad Hi
HHASR fHar

o Itwas August 6, 1965, five months after the “Bloody Sunday” attack on civil rights
marchers in Selma, Alabama, that U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voting
Rights Act.

€ 6 I 1965 T, S ITTSTAT & Hedll & ANTR HTAFR HI 3t dTell W T “sers) §3”
EHl o UTT AN d1G, AT, 519 TART Tsgafd foiser ft. Stawe o aifear WseH vae W gEanBR
[Eayl

¢ In the six decades since, it became one of the most consequential laws in U.S. history,
preventing discrimination against minorities at the ballot box and helping to elect thousands of
Black and Hispanic representatives at all levels of government.

$H 91G & ©F G2 7 TE AN & STIerd & TG Agcayol Hlelel 7 & T &1 ara, foree
AT el T HeTHETH! F TAATH AEHTT T AT 3R THR & T3l TORT TR goIRT 3redd 3
Redfors wfafaferet & goma # ee 671

e On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme Court knocked out a major pillar of the law that had
protected against racial discrimination in voting and representation.

AR &1 FARA! FHA FIE 7 38 Hlell oh Teh YW TIH I AR ] 16T, ST AT 3R
wfafaferes 7 el Sgsma & Rat &ar am|

GS Paper 1: Geography 01 May 2026
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01MA | Empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into Strait of Hormuz for loading in the UAE’s Das
Island

geor § Well TATaA SIgTer 4US ¥ a1 gdIv & AfSar & v il srersarwarey &y 3T et

01MA | Four killed, 12 missing as boat capsizes in MP’s Jabalpur
HEF YU F TG H 19 qeleal & IR Ay A, 12 araan

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Abarren walk

Scorching heat: People walk across the parched riverbed of
the Bharathapuzha at Ottapalam, Palakkad, Kerala on
Thursday. In Palakkad, the maximum temperature has
crossed 41 degrees Celsius, while readings at two stations
are nearing 40 degrees Celsius, indicating conditions akin
to a heatwave
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Empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into Strait
of Hormuz for loading in the UAE's Das Island

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

In a development that has
given hope of normalcy re-
turning across the Strait of
Hormuz, LNG carrier Umm
Al Ashtan, which had de-
parted from Dahej in Guja-
rat after unloading its car-
go there, is heading up
towards crossing the strait.
The vessel, which had fin-
ished cargo operations ear-
ly in March and had been
drifting, is likely to cross
the strait early on Friday
and make way to Das Is-
land, an LNG terminal in
the UAE.

This is among the first
instance since the war
started that an empty ship

Some Indian-flagged oil tankers have passed through the Strait of
Hormuz and are seen docked at a Mumbai offloading terminal. AFP

in ballast condition is sail-
ing upstream of the Strait
of Hormuz to load cargo
even as hundreds of load-
ed ships are still stuck west
of the strait inside the Per-
sian Gulf.

The passage of Umm Al
Ashtan indicates that LNG
production is starting at
Das Island, which has a ca-
pacity of 6 million tonnes
per year, almost 1% of glo-
bal LNG manufacturing ca-

pacity. Shipping industry
sources, however, say that
a sure sign of normalcy
would be when the dozen
LNG carriers that loaded in
Qatar start heading out.
Umm Al Ashtan is man-
aged by Adnoc Logistics
and Services, belonging to
the well-known Adnoc
Group of Abu Dhabi. It has
a cargo carrying capacity
of 73,100 tonnes and has
delivered cargoes to India.
In another India-related
LNG shipping, Mubaraz,
an LNG tanker, after load-
ing in Das Island, has tran-
sited and is currently en
route to China but current-
ly cruising on the west
coast of India. Mubaraz
had switched off its auto-

matic identification system
(AIS) as it transited the
strait and sailed into the
Arabian Sea. The AIS was
switched on as it neared
the Indian coast.

Mubaraz, carrying some
59,000 tonnes of LNG and
owned by Adnoc’s ship-
ping company, was origi-
nally scheduled to deliver
to India. It was among the
22 energy-carrying ships
that the government had
earmarked for evacuation
to India.

In another positive de-
velopment, Idemitsu Ma-
ru, carrying 2 million bar-
rels of crude oil, also
transited the strait recently
and is headed to Nagoya,
Japan.

01Ma. Empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into Strait of Hormuz for loading in
the UAE’s Das Island

Geor W WTell TAUaTsll STgTel JUS & G gaIq A A3 & fAv ghler STasawerey #iY

3R Tar

An empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into the Strait of Hormuz for loading in the UAE’s Das
Island.

TEST § W TeATaToN STgTer JUS o G g H SIS & ToIT gRier STasAwAET h 3R a7

¢ |n adevelopment that has given hope of normalcy returning across the Strait of Hormuz, LNG
carrier Umm Al Ashtan, which had departed from Dahej in Gujarat after unloading its cargo
there, is heading up towards crossing the strait.

$H UEHhA U gRIST TasHTAET H QA [8Ufd dice s 3efie Sl &, ardifer vargetsit
HRAT 377 I 3T, FSTA TR & ggot H FIIT SARA & ST YT foha T, 319

TISHEHET IR el ahl 31X 96 @7 &

e The vessel, which had finished cargo operations early in March and had been drifting, is likely
to cross the strait early on Friday and make way to Das Island, an LNG terminal in the UAE.

Ig STETeT, ToIeet HIE T 37Tl 7 FIlt Fererer O < form o1 3R e & agra # T, Yshak
YIg STASHEALT IR X JU$ & SR &7 Ul TeTUaio e ffater 1 3R Srea|

e The passage of Umm Al Ashtan indicates that LNG production is starting at Das Island, which
has a capacity of 6 million tonnes per year, almost 1% of global LNG manufacturing capacity.

3FH 3Tl AT T oA Hohe ST & o T G T TelUeToll ScUTeeT E &1 8T ¢, Foraehr
&THAT 60 TG &of Sy a¥ g, St ARk TolUatoll ScuTeet T olaTetar 1% B

e Umm Al Ashtan is managed by Adnoc Logistics and Services, belonging to the well-known

Adnoc Group of Abu Dhabi.
3FH 3ol AT T Yetle] USelldh adAltol [ecad Us Afd8er GanT fondl STl 8, St 3 velt &

TSl HAF T T &
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e Mubaraz had switched off its automatic identification system (AIS) as it transited the strait and

sailed into the Arabian Sea.

HAUS o STOISHARHET UR i HHY 30T Jierifes smgsfefpder Rwea (AlS) sg & fear
U7 3R 3RT APR A yaer fomam|
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K.C. Venugopal to
return as chairman
of House panel

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Congress leader K.C. Venu-
gopal was reappointed
Chairman of the Public Ac-
counts Committee of Par-
liament for 2026-27, on
Thursday, while the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party’s Bai-
jayant Panda will head the
Committee on Public
Undertakings.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla has appointed BJP
leader Faggan Singh Ku-
laste Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Welfare of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes for the
term starting on May 1,
2026, and ending on April
30, 2027, according to an
official notification.

Mr. Birla has also ap-
pointed BJP leader Sanjay
Jaiswal as Chairperson of
the Committee on Esti-
mates (2026-27) of the Lok
Sabha. “The Speaker has
appointed Shri K C Venu-
gopal as the Chairperson of
the Committee on Public
Accounts (2026-27),” the
notification said.

The other members of
the Committee on Public
Accounts for the term be-
ginning on May 1, 2026 in-
clude the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam’s T.R. Baalu;

K.C. Venugopal

Trinamool Congress’s Ka-
lyan Banerjee; Nishikant
Dubey, Jagdambika Pal, Ra-
vi Shankar Prasad, C.M.
Ramesh, Aparajita Sarangi,
Tejasvi Surya, Anurag
Singh Thakur (all from the
BJP); Jai Parkash, Amar
Singh and Venugopal (from
the Congress); Telugu De-
sam Party’s Magunta Sree-
nivasulu Reddy; Samajwa-
di Party’s Dharmendra
Yadav; and Janasena Par-
ty’s Balashowry Vallabha-
neni from the Lok Sabha.

Among the Rajya Sabha
members are Ashokrao
Shankarrao Chavan, K.
Laxman and Sudhanshu
Trivedi (all BJP); Praful Pa-
tel (Nationalist Congress
Party); Sukhendu Sekhar
Ray (Trinamool); and Akhi-
lesh Prasad Singh
(Congress).

01Ma. K.C. Venugopal to return as chairman of
House panel

& 9. JUETe §I3H YeTel & IreqeT F T A S

e K.C. Venugopal to return as chairman of the House
panel.

&Y. UETNTE E139 YeTol & EeT & &9 H ol |

e Congress leader K.C. Venugopal was reappointed
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee of Parliament
for 2026-27, on Thursday, while the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Baijayant Panda will head the Committee on Public
Undertakings.

FTAW AT .. I T TAR T 2026-27 & T TS Hr
afedrd AFISTH FAE T IeFeT Yol: o geret fomam aram, stafes
R SToTdT Ut & STeer uisT Ufserar 3ieeiohey afAfa &r
Acd YA |

e Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has appointed BJP
leader Faggan Singh Kulaste Chairman of the Committee on
the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for

the term starting on May 1, 2026, and ending on April 30, 2027,
according to an official notification.

ANFHT et A AT o $1STT AT BIareT g Feread 1 1
A 2026 | 30 318l 2027 o & AT IrqqfRra stfer 3R Srerenfer
Foaror WA 1 3reaet g fhar g, snfireRe sifergaen &
AR

e Mr. Birla has also appointed BJP leader Sanjay

Jaiswal as Chairperson of the Committee on Estimates
(2026-27) of the Lok Sabha.

TS 2 HTSTAT AT WoTT SITRIWAT T cllehqsTT I AT HIAT
(2026-27) 1 3rezeT off fgerd fomarm &

e “The Speaker has appointed Shri K C Venugopal as
the Chairperson of the Committee on Public Accounts

(2026-27),” the notification said.
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TRIGEAT 3 gl a1, “37geT o &. W, AUNITE T gfeeTsh FHTSTH FAL (2026-27) T 3ETeT
fagera frar g1
e The other members of the Committee on Public Accounts for the term beginning on May 1,
2026 include the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’s T.R. Baalu; Trinamool Congress’s Kalyan
Banerjee; Nishikant Dubey, Jagdambika Pal, Ravi Shankar Prasad, C.M. Ramesh, Aparajita
Sarangi, Tejasvi Surya, Anurag Singh Thakur (all from the BJP); Jai Parkash, Amar Singh
and Venugopal (from the Congress); Telugu Desam Party’s Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy;

Samajwadi Party’s Dharmendra Yadav; and Janasena Party’s Balashowry Vallabhaneni from
the Lok Sabha.

EC set to implement
QR code-based access
at counting centres

Poll body launches new photo identity cards with QR codes for persons

authorised to enter counting halls, including officials and candidates

TEe Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

he Election Com-
T mission on Thurs-
day introduced a

QR code-based photo iden-
tity card system to elimi-
nate the possibility of any
unauthorised persons en-
tering counting centres.

After its introduction
during the counting to be
held on May 4 for the As-
sembly elections in Assam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Puducherry
and the byelections in se-
ven Assembly constituen-
cies across five States, the
system will be extended to
all future general and bye-
lections to the Lok Sabha
and Legislative Assem-
blies, the EC said in a
statement.

A three-tier security me-
chanism has been pre-
scribed for verification of
identity at  counting
centres. At the first and se-
cond tiers, photo identity
cards issued by the Return-
ing Officer (RO) shall be
checked manually. At the
third and innermost secur-
ity cordon near the count-
ing hall, entry shall be per-
mitted only after
successful verification
through QR code scanning.

The new QR code-based

ECINET

Empmﬂng Citizers "vough Dlglld Tronsformation”

- 4

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar with the two Election
Commissioners at the ECINET launch on January 22. ANI

cards will be applicable for
categories of persons auth-
orised by EC to enter
counting centres and halls,
including ROs, Assistant
Returning Officers (AROs),
counting staff, technical
personnel, candidates,
election agents and count-
ing agents, among others.
The EC has also intro-
duced a module on the
ECINET 2.0 platform for
the QR code-based cards.
A media centre will be
set up near the counting
halls in each centre for the
facilitation of authorised
presspersons. Entry of
presspersons will continue
to be permitted on the ba-
sis of authority letters is-
sued by the EC in accor-

dance with the existing
instructions of  the
commission.

All Chief Electoral Offic-
ers, District Election Offic-
ers (DEOs), ROs and AROs
have been directed to en-
sure strict compliance with
these instructions to
uphold the highest stan-
dards of transparency, se-
curity and efficiency in the
counting process.

The DEOs and ROs have
been directed to make all
necessary arrangements
for the effective implemen-
tation of this system, in-
cluding deployment of
trained personnel at desig-
nated checkpoints to en-
sure seamless and secure
access control.

1 |$ 2026 § & glet ATel HIRAhI oh
forT afea® IFEeH FAA & 3T
Tl A gfag 7T F39H & Q3R
qTel; JOTHS FIAH & FEITT detat,
HISTIT & AR ga, Srerg et urer, W
Y gHTE, WU, WY, IrRifoar
AR, o AT, AT T BT,
HEW & FTT TH1eT, 37T [y 3
SO, AT 20 9Tt & HIeT
shiferarge B9, waTerary urdt & ey
q1eq; 3R FAQ4T et & aremeitd
FeasaAa anfae g1

e Among the Rajya Sabha
members are Ashokrao Shankarrao
Chavan, K. Laxman and Sudhanshu
Trivedi (all BJP); Praful Patel
(Nationalist Congress Party); Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray (Trinamool); and Akhilesh
Prasad Singh (Congress).

TSIHHT F TS EAT 7 g AFWE
TETOT, &. A&HOT 3 Fgerrey By
(STTSTIT); WEed g (TSCATT Hialw
), Fag AT I (OTe); 3R
f@erer yarg Rg (F@@) A g1

O01Ma. EC set to implement QR
code-based access at
counting centres

HAIOTAT Fl T FII F1S
3T Taer ATy FI Y AR
A AT ITIANT

e The Election Commission on
Thursday introduced a QR code-
based photo identity card system to
eliminate the possibility of any
unauthorised persons entering
counting centres.
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AT HANT o7 TR T FYIN HIS AT BIET TgaTel T JOTTell Y& 6T 1ok HAOTAT kel 7
Tt ot areTftrgrer safara & g er & HerraeAr GATCdT &1 64 |

After its introduction during the counting to be held on May 4 for the Assembly elections in
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and the byelections in seven
Assembly constituencies across five States, the system will be extended to all future
general and byelections to the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies, the EC said in a
statement.

TATd AT o gl o6 4 73 1 IWA, I, Affrerarg, afRas srmer 3R ggad # faeerasT
TeATdl AR T T2t Y AT TIUTTHT et o STATal &l HATOTAT o6 GRIeT SHbT YBIHTA
qIe, 58 JuTTel I a7fasg o Felt eherarem 3R Frerrerarer gamat & o9 o Srea |

A three-tier security mechanism has been prescribed for verification of identity at counting
centres.

HIUTAT hel IX Tgalel HedTdeT o foit cfler-Fadir gat gomelt frefia r g 2|

The new QR code-based cards will be applicable for categories of persons authorised by EC
to enter counting centres and halls, including ROs, Assistant Returning Officers (AROS),
counting staff, technical personnel, candidates, election agents and counting agents, among
others.

T FYIR HIZ IR H18 3o7 T A0 & &1t o o gl fSegs Fofrar AT A HAToredr
el A AT T AT ET &, S ROs, AROs, HANOTAT T, Teheliohl Hal, SFHIGIR, ATd
woie 3R FEfET wie|

The EC has also introduced a module on the ECINET 2.0 platform for the QR code—
based cards.

AT 37T o ECINET 2.0 Tlewhied W &l FIIR 13 3T F1$ & fov veh Alsger & fomar
J

All Chief Electoral Officers, District Election Officers (DEOs), ROs and AROs have been

directed to ensure strict compliance with these instructions to uphold the highest standards of
transparency, security and efficiency in the counting process.

T3l 7Eg foraaer srftrardt, e faatas sl (DEO), ROs 3t AROs &1 farder fear s g
T & goT Toreieit o1 Tl & UToleT Hieifere oY ciifeh HAITOT=T Fishar & qrefRidT, Jat A garar
& ITITH HThT I JeITT IWT ST T |
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Should the PIL jurisdiction be reconsidered?

PARLEY

ublic Interest Litigation (PIL) emerged
in the 1970s as a transformative
judicial innovation aimed at widening

access to justice for the poor and the
marginalised. This was achieved by relaxing the
strict rules of standing to permit representative
actions, and by broadening the scope of judicial
natice to allow courts to take suo motu
cognisance of public issues and convert them
into litigation. Over time, however, concerns
have been raised about the misuse of this
jurisdiction. More recently, during the ongoing
proceedings in the Sabarimala reference case,
the Union government has urged the Supreme
Court to reconsider the PIL framework
altogether, citing the rise of “agenda-driven
litigation.” Should the PIL jurisdiction be
reconsidered? Anuj Bhuwania and Talha Abdul
Rahman discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

Where should courts draw the line on who
can file PILs?

Anuj Bhuwania: The evolution of PIL can be
traced to the Supreme Court decisions of the
late 1970s, such as Hussainara Khatoon & Ors. vs.
Home Secretary, State of Bihar (1979), which
marked a departure from the traditional
doctrine of locus standi, under which only an
aggrieved party could approach the court,
towards permitting representative standing. This
enabled third parties to institute proceedings on
behalf of marginalised groups unable to access
justice due to systemic barriers. Over time,
however, there has been a discernible shift
towards a broader model of citizen standing,
where individuals approach the court not as
representatives of affected groups but in their
own capacity as members of the citizenry. This
transition has led courts to engage with issues in
pel ded and, at times,
manner. In my view, the court's jurisdiction
ought, as far as possible, to be invoked by those
who are directly affected or, at the very least, by
those with a clear interest in the matter.

Talha Abdul Rahman: | do not believe that the
rules of locus standi should be reverted to their
earlier, restrictive form. The structural barriers
that justified its relaxation decades ago remain
largely intact, and courts continue to be
inaccessible to the poor and marginalised. For
instance, individuals whose homes are
demolished by the state as a purported punitive
measure may often lack the means or capacity
to seek judicial redress. In such circumstances, if
third parties step forward to challenge these
demaolitions on the ground that due process has

not been followed, they ought to be accorded
standing. This is not merely a representative
action, but an assertion of a constitutional
guarantee — that the rule of law must be upheld
in its full measure, even where the harm is not
personally suffered.

disputes. Doﬂleyrls](]udl:lzlmvrreﬂdland
the exclusion of key stakeholders?

TAR: The concern is valid. There have been
instances where courts, while hearing such
‘matters, have had to respond to executive
inaction. This then raises a mcnmngquesnnn
do they possess the i o

There have been instances where courts
have had to respond to executive inaction.
This then raises a recurring question: do they
possess the utional competence 0
navigate such issues?

TALHA ABDUL RAHMAN

problems of such scale and complexity.

How can courts address the rise of ‘ambush
PILs filed to preclude genuine claims?

AB: Increasingly, there have been instances of
litigants rushing to court with poorly drafted
petitions, often with the intention of securing an
early dismissal and thereby precluding genuine
litigants from approaching the court. These
petitions are frequently driven by partisan
motives. This is deeply ¢ ing, as it risks

important directives issued by the Supreme
Court in PILs, om.-n without any recourse to
contempt ‘This tend:

culture of impunity, allowing authorities to
disregard court orders with little consequence.
‘That said, the problem is more endemic and not
confined to the PIL jurisdiction.

Should guidelines be laid down on the role of
the amicus curiae (a lawyer appointed to
assist the court)?

AB: The role accorded to an amicus in PIL
proceedings raises several concerns. In dealing
with complex cases, courts have, at times,
expanded the role of the amicus to an extent
that risks diluting basic procedural safeguards,
particularly the right of affected parties to be
heard. For instance, in T.N. Godavarman
Thirumulpad vs Union of India, which originated
as a PIL to protect forest areas in the Nilgiris and
Kerala, the amicus, at various stages, was filing
lications for directions and had effectively

prompting courts to deal with such matters in a
cursory manner, without fully engaging with the
complexities they warrant. In my view, this is
not merely an issue of abuse of jurisdiction, but
a problem rooted in the very nature of PIL itself.

TAR: It is often difficult to distinguish an

stepped into the role of the petitioner’s counsel.
The issuance of guidelines in this regard would
be a welcome step.

TAR: Typically, courts appoint lawyers of a
certain competence and integrity as amici, with

“ambush PIL’ from one that raises genuine
grievances. Yet, their proliferation has fostered
an environment of suspicion, with courts
increasingly questioning the bona fides of
‘While this may not fuﬂy addr\:ss

navigate such issues? In my view, they do,
particularly when assisted by able counsel and
robust adversarial presentation. At the same
time, courts have also consciously refrained
from encroaching upon the domains reserved
for the executive or the legislature. For instance,
on April 29, the Supreme Court declined to
direct the enactment of specific laws on hate
speech, instead leaving any legislative redress to
the appropriate authorities. This reflects an
important reality — there are limits to what the
courts can do.

AB: In the past, there have been several
instances where courts, while hearing PILs, have
proceeded without hearing those directly
affected. This was particularly evident in a series
of cases before the Delhi High Court in the
mid-2000s concerning slum evictions, where
PILs filed by resident welfare associations sought
the removal of slums, but the slum dwellers
themselves were not impleaded as parties.
Similarly, the Supreme Court’s handling of
pollution-related litigation over the past four
decades, much of it arising from PILs filed by
environmentalist M.C. Mehta, highlights the
limits of judicial intervention in addressing

systemic concerns, there are

the ion that they will assist the court in
navigating the pleadings and arguments in a
case. However, the role of the amicus is not
uniform and can vary across jurisdictions. In my
view, an amicus should refrain from taking sides
and instead assist the court by fairly presenting
the n all sides. Given how fluid the

safeguards. The Supreme Court Rules, 2013,
require that a writ petition coniain a specific
pleading identifying the fundamental rights
alleged to have been violated. In the absence of
such a disclosure, the Registry may decline to
list the petition. Courts have also imposed costs
to deter such filings.

with the directives issued in PILs?

TAR: Ensuring compliance with the directives in
PILs often depends on the Bench. Where a judge
is inclined to see a matter through, the case is

h-pl pending, interim directions are issued, and

role is, clearer guidelines are needed.

What reforms are needed to strengthen the
PIL jurisdiction?

TAR: One requirement for entertaining a PIL
should be that it is well-researched and confined
to challenging enacted laws or executive action
or inaction, rather than inviting the court to
make policy chaices. For instance, a petitioner
should not approach the court seeking the
enactment of a Uniform Civil Code.

AB: We need to return to the fundamental idea
that Pll; an- an Exlrdpulauun of the principle

is periodically i However,
rheu has been a growing tendency in the
Supreme Court to step back once a final
judgment is delivered, leaving enforcement to
the High Courts and trial courts. This is where
gaps begin to emerge. In my view, the Supreme
Court ought to retain some degree of oversight
post-judgment, including initiating contempt
proceedings for non-compliance.

AB: There are clear violations of several

beas corpus —that parties who
cannat, for umvum..ble reasans, appear before
the court are represented by someone else. Only
then will PILs retain their legitimacy.

To listen to the full interview

) Scan the code or go to the link
Ee www thehindu com

01Ma. Should the PIL jurisdiction be reconsidered?

FIT STAfee ARAFT (PIL) F HAFR &1 W qaAfd=r 4w Jrem anfge?

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) emerged / Yehfgd AT (PIL) EFIBE}E'§'3TT

e More recently, during the ongoing proceedings in the Sabarimala reference case, the Union
government has urged the Supreme Court to reconsider the PIL framework altogether, citing
the rise of “agenda-driven litigation.”

BTeT €1 &, FaATAT Hest AT T HIIATET oh GRIT, bl THR o FHIH HIE T “varst-aRa
HHGAD & Tl ToleT T gaTell aﬁgtf PIL T TR YT et T 371918 fohar B

e Anuj Bhuwania: The evolution of PIL can be traced to the Supreme Court decisions of the
late 1970s, such as Hussainara Khatoon & Ors. vs. Home Secretary, State of Bihar
(1979), which marked a departure from the traditional doctrine of locus standi, under which

only an aggrieved party could approach the court, towards permitting representative standing.

3Tl S{ATfaT: PIL T fATH 1970 & =1 & 30U & oA e & ool & S &, S géamr
"I a1 3[g wfea, e a9 (1979), fows IRaRe dea T3 Aeuid @ g gfafafas
T3t 1 3egafel &1, forersh 3TcaTeT sharel FeTAT Te&T €1 =aTaTor SiT Hehel T|

e This enabled third parties to institute proceedings on behalf of marginalised groups unable to
access justice due to systemic barriers.

SEY I Teil I 3o7 aed FgH i 3R A HRIATET YE el hl AT Fel ST Joreliare
STET3iT & HROT =AY T et Ig Tl A

e Over time, however, there has been a discernible shift towards a broader model of citizen
standing, where individuals approach the court not as representatives of affected groups but
in their own capacity as members of the citizenry.
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AT & 91, mﬁ?ﬁ?rafwmﬂkaaﬁrﬁwmgm%ﬁ o get safaa genfaa
TG & Sfafafer & &0 7 767 i APTRe & & 7 Fag ST H T Fd ¢ |

This transition has led courts to engage with issues in an open-ended and, at times,
indeterminate manner.

3H TRAd o FAITer Y &S IR Gor R 3fAfRad a8 & et & s+ & faw afia g

In my view, the court’s jurisdiction ought, as far as possible, to be invoked by those who are
directly affected or, at the very least, by those with a clear interest in the matter.

M TIR A, ST & SFATUSR BT 3TN JUTHAT 3eg! el GaRT fHAT ST nfee Sy €l
gAfad & a1 FH T FH TSIt ATHS H TUSe B &

The structural barriers that justified its relaxation decades ago remain largely intact, and
courts continue to be inaccessible to the poor and marginalised.

J TIATCHS STeTY, foegier grehl Tgel 38 fATAe et oY 3R sgrar o, 373f 3ft sreft g
T €% &, IR =ararerr e &l st 3R a3 fow gert o7 €

For instance, individuals whose homes are demolished by the state as a purported punitive
measure may often lack the means or capacity to seek judicial redress.

3ETER0T & T, T3 caferadl & 8X U SaRT GeIqHs 39T & & H &a€d fohU A1d 8, 3eTah a1
TS T UTeY & ATEIeT AT &THAT 37T Aa! aidT]

In such circumstances, if third parties step forward to challenge these demolitions on the
ground that due process has not been followed, they ought to be accorded standing.

vl aRfRfaat &, afe i ga7 T e 3o faeadt i geildl &d ¢ o 3fRra wishar 1 aree
€T 3T &, TN 37 ATTART SRR et A7 JTTRHR AT Sfrar =i

This is not merely a representative action, but an assertion of a constitutional guarantee —
that the rule of law must be upheld in its full measure, even where the harm is not personally
suffered.

Ig shd el Teh Tl HRATS 7161 &, STesh Ueh HAEToteh IREN T E1dT § — Toh FleTet T ATHT
TR e A S Aell AT, &7l & &fey cAfFeialey &9 & o7 g5 &

PILs often involve complex, polycentric disputes. Do they risk judicial overreach and the

exclusion of key stakeholders? / dlihfga FIfRwT yIa: TR, agmﬁam#ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ%l FTY
=1 sfasaoT i worE Rauret & afeser F1 R seree w2

There have been instances where courts, while hearing such matters, have had to respond to
executive inaction.

VY 3TEXOT T & el # Aot &Y 37 A Y GoTars & STt Friufaest i AfSwaar
IGIERIKCIRE R

This then raises a recurring question: do they possess the institutional competence to
navigate such issues?

S Ueh oIl YT 3T & T 3ofeh 9T U FHegl | fAuest Sl Fymrd 47T §7?

For instance, on April 29, the Supreme Court declined to direct the enactment of specific
laws on hate speech, instead leaving any legislative redress to the appropriate authorities.

3ETEXT & ToIT, 29 37l T FHIA FIE = GOIT HIWOT I FATASE HTofet FAlet 7 AT S & R
HY feam 3R 30 et gifteon W o3 fean)

How can courts address the rise of ‘ambush PILs’ filed to preclude genuine claims? / /=TT

‘HEG PIL Y gt wgfar & 7 fve gava 82

AB: Increasingly, there have been instances of litigants rushing to court with poorly drafted
petitions, often with the intention of securing an early dismissal and thereby precluding
genuine litigants from approaching the court.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

37Tt STATTAAT: 319 TH ATHCA H Jefel g1 WY & STel Arferehlendt TRIT clieh & TAR I1TeIehi3it &
AT AT TE T &, oHeTept Seged efer WIisT HYarem 3R arecifash FfAeTshal3it T =amarery
3ot T VehadT B1elT 1

This is deeply concerning, as it risks prompting courts to deal with such matters in a cursory
manner, without fully engaging with the complexities they warrant.

Ig I’ RIareas &, Fifh ST ~arTerT T AT I FXEN dR W/ Fue= o7 Tond §,
TAT 3eThr ATCAAT3IT T THSH |

The Supreme Court Rules, 2013, require that a writ petition contain a specific pleading
identifying the fundamental rights alleged to have been violated.

Tl F1E g1, 2013 & AR, U Re e & Tuse &9 & 37 A FfUaR 1 3e0@
BT TR T oA oot T TR 37T AT & |

Have courts ensured meaningful compliance with the directives issued in PILs? / FIT ~rATerAY

A PIL % Sy fardet & warrelt srerarerer Y gla e frar @2

TAR: Ensuring compliance with the directives in PILs often depends on the Bench.
T 3regel TEAT: PIL 3 TAERM o 7equroelel T FiATREd el IR NS I ek dear gl

Where a judge is inclined to see a matter through, the case is kept pending, interim directions
are issued, and compliance is periodically monitored.

STET wITATENRT HIHET Y 37l Toh ST & S0 81l 8, T61 HIH O Sifelcl TG ST &, AR forder
STRY TR STt &, 3R 3eTaTeleT it FHT-HAG T fATRrai hr STl &1

However, there has been a growing tendency in the Supreme Court to step back once a final
judgment is delivered, leaving enforcement to the High Courts and trial courts.

REUEH wmﬁmmmmﬁmmmaﬁm@ﬁmwammw
F 3oa ~grETaal 3R AT sgeal W e far Jar i

In my view, the Supreme Court ought to retain some degree of oversight post-judgment,
including initiating contempt proceedings for non-compliance.

W R &, FHA FIE HT A0 & a1 ) T TR A ARG TA70 3@ T, f5ww sredres
o el UX JraATAAT HIAATEN AE AT ATA &l

This tends to create a culture of impunity, allowing authorities to disregard court orders with
little consequence.

I GUSEIAAT Y HEFTA 1 STed T &, Forady wfRreaor faar aRoms & sararer & el
HagelsT L &

Should guidelines be laid down on the role of the amicus curiae (a lawyer appointed to assist

the court)? / T 1T FIH (FATATTT T FETIAT ¥ fAGFT Tehien) T s{fFaT 0T far-fader fauiRa
T It Tifge?

For instance, in T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union of India, which originated as a
PIL to protect forest areas in the Nilgiris and Kerala, the amicus, at various stages, was filing
applications for directions and had effectively stepped into the role of the petitioner's counsel.

3CTER0T & fort, &.ver. MeraHer RATHAITE T SR 6, ST eI AR 3Tl o T a7t &y
Y&TT & T PIL & & 3 YE §HT T, 3HH 3rfiendt F Fafdest R0t 71 gt & faw et ger
forw 3R o ® & nfRrspTeRalT & ahver #hr s1fdanT eS|

TAR: Typically, courts appoint lawyers of a certain competence and integrity as amici, with
the expectation that they will assist the court in navigating the pleadings and arguments in a
case.
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deRT Jeqel TEHAT: W:WW?\TWWﬁW%WﬁWW
€, 59 31987 & Y o I =araTery St ARIHI 3R dohl Y THS & TErIar HLA|

e In my view, an amicus should refrain from taking sides and instead assist the court by fairly
presenting the arguments on all sides.

W R &, Ity ol TaTdTd & SoaA =gy R el qail & bt ol forset &9 & J&gd aeeh
TIARITTY ahT AT Shlall AT

What reforms are needed to strengthen the PIL jurisdiction? / PIL &R I Ygg H &g Hle
¥ GUR HTaRIF 872

e TAR: One requirement for entertaining a PIL should be that it is well-researched and
cone ned to challenging enacted laws or executive action or inaction, rather than inviting the
court to make policy choices.

T 3regel TEAT: PIL THHR A o [T Teh HTaeTeh AT g et A1eV foh g 3resT g &
NI 81 3R eyt e hiefail AT Aot o /31 &t Tl &, o fo wamarery s affaere
forofr o1 & fow 3mART =

e AB: We need to return to the fundamental idea that PILs are an extrapolation of the principle
underlying habeas corpus —that parties who cannot, for unavoidable reasons, appear
before the court are represented by someone else.

31Tt $paTfaraT: g4 38 Hol faaR W eitesr w1few foh PIL e idw & [eeia &1 faedr & —
STET 3 UeT St 31IREr RN & AT & THET IUTEA 18T &) Tehd, 3oTahl UfafATted IS
3T FATE

GS Paper Il: Governance 01 May 2026
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‘Systemic failures’ made tribal man take his sister’s skeletal remains to bank,
finds probe

‘GUITNITT RABAaT3il’ & FROT IMEATH saTFT 9) 98T F FahTol JTAY dF o 91T,
aﬁr#m

01IMA

How residential segregation shapes public health access in India

AR H AT JUFHIOT 5 IR Areifaeh Fareed Jaisit A1 gga F1 yannfad Far @
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ures’ made tribal man take his

sister’s skeletal remains to bank, finds probe

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

A preliminary inquiry by
the Odisha government
has indicated systemic fai-
lures behind the desperate
and disturbing act of a tri-
bal man who carried his
sister’s skeletal remains to
a bank in order to prove
her death.

Asked by the bank to
submit proof of his sister’s
death to withdraw money
from her account, Jitu
Munda of Diananali village
under Patna block in Ke-
onjhar district had exh-
umed the body and carried
the skeletal remains on his
shoulder to the bank on
April 27. Mr. Munda want-
ed to withdraw 19,300
that was in the account of
Kalara Munda, who died
two months ago.

A day after the unset-
tling visuals posted online
sparked outrage across the
country, the Keonjhar ad-

01Ma. ‘Systemic failures’ made tribal man take his sister’s skeletal remains to

The amount was handed over to three legal heirs, including Jitu
Munda, at his residence on April 28. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ministration moved at
breakneck speed issuing a
death certificate and legal
heir certificate, the docu-
ments required for with-
drawal from the deceased’s
account. The bank handed
over the amount at Mr.
Munda’s doorstep — all in
one day on Tuesday.

“I, along with the Dis-
trict Collector of Keonjhar,
examined an hour-long
CCTV footage capturing
banking inside the Malipasi

bank, finds probe

‘GoITel9Td [ABerdr3i’ & FROT 3Tt safFd 319) 987 & FahTd JTAY d o I,

ST & GeATHT

branch of Odisha Grameen
Bank, on the day (April 27,
2026). It shows lapses on
part of the bank authori-
ties,” said Sangram Keshari
Mohapatra, Revenue Divi-
sional Commissioner
(RDC), who is heading the
probe announced by the
Odisha government.

“The CCTV footage does
not have audio. However,
the man stayed inside the
bank for a considerable pe-
riod of time (11.26 a.m. to

11.58 a.m). During the time,
the man approached the
cashier, manager and oth-
er employees. What it
seemed from footage is
that the man got aggrieved
when the bank manager fi-
nally turned him away,”
Mr. Mohapatra said.

“The incident is abso-
lutely shameful. I won-
dered as to why the family
was not provided an ATM
card against the account as
is being offered to every
customer. With an ATM
card in possession, the fa-
mily could have easily
withdrawn the amount.
The bank authorities were
of the opinion that the
ATM card is generally not
made available to persons
who are illiterate or igno-
rant of procedures,” Mr.
Mohapatra said.

“The bank authorities at
Odisha Grameen Bank
knew Jitu Munda and the
deceased Kalara Munda.
Both had withdrawn mo-

ney about eight times in
amounts ranging from
%100 to I500. When the
man came to withdraw
19,300, the bank authori-
ties could have been more
responsive,” he said.

The RDC said there
were delays in issuance of
a death certificate.

“Death certificate was
applied for on March 30,
2026 with an affidavit,
which was not at all re-
quired in hospital. The
death certificate should
have been issued by April
4, but it did not happen.
After the unfortunate inci-
dent happened, the death
certificate was issued to
Mr. Munda,” said the RDC.

He said recommenda-
tions would be sent to the
State  government to
strengthen the system in
banks to assist people be-
longing to weaker sections
and to those who may have
difficulties with banking
operations.

e ‘Systemic failures’ made a tribal man take his sister’s skeletal remains to the bank, finds a

probe.

‘GUITSRTT fAmean3il’ & FRUT 3NfEare safFd 319eiT §8<T & Shehld FTAT S of IFAT, ST H graT

AT

e A preliminary inquiry by the Odisha government has indicated systemic failures behind the

desperate and disturbing act of a tribal man who carried his sister’s skeletal remains to a bank

in order to prove her death.
B TER F1 IR ST7a 7 I Gohd Al & foh Tap T’ cafdd garT 39+ g &
FHhTel HIAY b of SiTeT & U1 JoOTTelTeT FAwerde off, ATfeh 3HehT 7y Aiferd 1 517 Feh|

e Asked by the bank to submit proof of his sister's death to withdraw money from her account,
Jitu Munda of Diananali village under Patna block in Keonjhar district had exhumed the body
and carried the skeletal remains on his shoulder to the bank on April 27.

Sl @R 3=A ST T 7Y HT THA0T &t & AT g STl IR, F3iteR e & Rammarared e &
S HT & A I FTET folehretent 27 maﬁéﬁﬁwmmwawaﬁmgw

e Mr. Munda wanted to withdraw 219,300 that was in the account of Kalara Munda, who died
two months ago.

A HET A gl FeART H3T, [SieTehl &1 HEA Teel Hog &1 918 A, o @it & 19,300 feAehroret
e Al
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A day after the unsettling visuals posted online sparked outrage across the country, the
Keonjhar administration moved at breakneck speed issuing a death certificate and legal heir
certificate, the documents required for withdrawal from the deceased’s account.

3fieTerseT ANSAT T AT T I ool & Teh fereT dle, FINFT TATHT 1 il T Heg THIOT g
3R Fregett ST JAT0T O ST R, S 8 foenterat & fow smaeass &

The bank handed over the amount at Mr. Munda’s doorstep — all in one day on Tuesday.

S o FITIAR T T € & A TR & qgame &

“l, along with the District Collector of Keonjhar, examined an hour-long CCTV footage
capturing banking inside the Malipasi branch of Odisha Grameen Bank, on the day (April 27,
2026). It shows lapses on part of the bank authorities,” said Sangram Keshari Mohapatra,
Revenue Divisional Commissioner (RDC), who is heading the probe announced by the
Odisha government.

TSTEd HSS HTF (RDC) HATA FerdY AT & gl o 3ogial hailisR & forem woiwex & |1y
forereRY 27 31T 2026 1 JfEe arHior de 1 AR AW & Teh °E & CCTV s I Sl
&, ToraH do HfaemRat H emawart Td|

“The CCTYV footage does not have audio. However, the man stayed inside the bank for a
considerable period of time (11.26 a.m. to 11.58 a.m). During the time, the man approached

the cashier, manager and other employees. What it seemed from footage is that the man got
aggrieved when the bank manager finally turned him away,” Mr. Mohapatra said.

HIGTITAT o gl fof CCTV & 37133 18T &, oifeheT SATFd 11:26 o1 § 11:58 IoF deh b & 8T 3T
SRR, AdR 3R I FATIRAY I e, qUT 37T 7 AR g1 FAT fohT = ) g farmer g
|

“The incident is absolutely shameful. | wondered as to why the family was not provided an
ATM card against the account as is being offered to every customer. With an ATM card in
possession, the family could have easily withdrawn the amount. The bank authorities were of
the opinion that the ATM card is generally not made available to persons who are illiterate or
ignorant of procedures,” Mr. Mohapatra said.

3egiet hgl, “Tg TeaT U oXE WA & | A4 Trem foh IRAR Y ATM H18 Tt w7g feam arm,
Safh T8 &Y AT ! &1 FATAT§ | ATM TS 8T af I4T 3T F fAeTelr ST Hehdr 2T, aifha
o 1 AT AT o AR ANt vt 1S 7L 2w S|

“The bank authorities at Odisha Grameen Bank knew Jitu Munda and the deceased Kalara
Munda. Both had withdrawn money about eight times in amounts ranging from %100 to %500.
When the man came to withdraw 219,300, the bank authorities could have been more
responsive,” he said.

3giel et foh 3NTET AAoT dF & ITURRY Seg 3R FHelRT HsT AT ST B, fSegiel Teet 1009
500 FT deh T AT ST 37T I AT oY, sEFAT 19,300 9 & fAT 3¢ 3110 Tagarefier
21T TR 2|

The RDC said there were delays in issuance of a death certificate.
RDC ﬁm%ﬂmﬁmmﬁéﬂﬁl

“Death certificate was applied for on March 30, 2026 with an affidavit, which was not at all
required in hospital. The death certificate should have been issued by April 4, but it did not
happen. After the unfortunate incident happened, the death certificate was issued to Mr.
Munda,” said the RDC.

381 gl, “30 AT 2026 I EARTTH & AT 3T [T T, ST 3T T6T AT| JHUT I 4
3T doh T3l ST AIfeT T, oifched 18T [HelT| T & 916 g1 3§ SR fohar arar|”

He said recommendations would be sent to the State government to strengthen the system in
banks to assist people belonging to weaker sections and to those who may have difficulties
with banking operations.

3giel el foh T TR T FSTa Al ST ATfeh HASAR ot IR et & HSATS Forat arer
AT T FHeg o TT doh JuTTell ot FoTad foham ST Heh|
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How residential segregation shapes
public health access in India

Neighbourhoods with higher concentrations of Dalit and Muslim communities are significantly less likely to have schools, health centres, piped water. sanitation, or

electricity; this means limited access to care, as well as higher risks of disease, delayed treatment, and worse health outcomes

chrisiar PN ATRPC AR

sachild travelling to her

grandparents” home, Nancy

Angeline remembers getting off

at a bus stop that was never
quite her destination.

‘The bus would halt at Valliyur-a village
with paved roads, shops, a school, and a
health centre. From there, she walked in
near darkness, under starlight, past the
last row of houses and across an invisible
boundary into her grandparents’ home.

Magizhchipuram, where they lived,
was a Dalit Christian settlement —
physically separated from the village,
neglected, and socially excluded. The line
drawn was not geographical; it was caste.

Only decades later, as a community
medicine doctor, did she find a name for
it: residential segregation. With it came a
sharper realisation — this separation
shaped not just where people lived, but
who could access healthcare.

‘What Nancy experienced reflects a
bigger, largely invisible pattern.

A working paper, ‘Residential
Segregation and Unequal Access to Local
Public Services in India’, by Sam Asher et
al, analysing over 15 lakh
neighbourhoods, finds high levels of
segregation among Muslims and
Scheduled Castes — closely tied to
unequal access to basic services.

In urban areas, segregation indices
range from 0.52 for Muslims to 0.59 for
Scheduled Castes — meaning over half
would need to relocate for full
integration. Nearly one in four urban
Muslims lives in neighbourhoods that are
more than 80% Muslim.

Neighbourhoods with higher
conc ions of these c ities are
significantly less likely to have schools,
health centres, piped water, sanitation, or
electricity. These disparities are often
invisible at district or State levels, where
policy is made, but stark at the
neighbourhood level - clusters of just a
few hundred households. Inequality in
India is not only widespread; it is spatially
organised and hidden in plain sight.

During her community medicine
training, Nancy returned to villages as a
researcher. “In many places, the
Anganwadi, school, and primary health
centre would all be in the main village —
and inaccessible to those in Dalit
settlements,” she says.

Healthcare infrastructure is typically
placed based on centrality and
connectivity — locations with roads,
buses, and ambulance access. But in
[ d hies, these

Living on the margins: In urban areas, segregation indices range from 0.52 for Muslims to 0.59 for Scheduled Castes — meaning over half would need to
relocate for full integration. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

to access free meals, the response was not
what she expected. “It was not that she
did not want care,” Nancy says. “She told
me it was unsafe for her to go to that part
of the village as a Dalit woman. Every time
she went, she was humiliated.” The
mother’s refusal, she realised, was not a
failure of awareness or intent —but of
dignity.

Dynamics across India

These dynamics extend beyond Tamil
Nadu. Tanya Tanisha Mohanty, an English
literature scholar who has done field work
on women in villages in Odisha, describes
how social identity continues to shape not
just where people live, but also who they
can ask for care or support from.

In one cluster of villages near Patia, she
recalls, a single clinic served multiple
surrounding settlements. Yet since the
clinic was located within an upper-caste
area, access to it was regulated. Dalit
residents could only visit on specific days
and within fixed hours and these
restrictions were even displayed on the
clinic board.

“These timings were set so that
upper-caste residents would not be
offended,” she says. “If you had an
y outside that window, you

“central” points are usually dominant
caste areas, leaving Dalit settlements
excluded by default.

Health camps, too, are often held in
dominant caste spaces — temples, central
squares, community halls — where Dalit
residents may not be allowed or, feel safe
entering. Village health committees,
meant to guide local planning, are
frequently dominated by upper-caste
men, shaping where these services are
placed.

simply could not go.”

For those needing urgent care —
particularly pregnant women or those
with acute conditions — this effectively
placed healthcare out of reach.

Access to medicines, too, followed
informal hierarchies. In some cases,

Neighbourhoods with fewer
services, poorer infrastructure,
and limited access to care face
higher risks of disease, delayed
treatment, and worse

health outcomes

recalls supervisors telling him these
neighbourhoods would have higher
disability due to consanguineous
marriages — a reflection of entrenched
bias against the Muslim community. But
prevalence data did not support these
assumptions.

“People who deliver healthcare to
these areas also carry their biases and
assumptions with them,” he says.

In parts of Nagpur, he notes,
Muslim-dominated areas had weaker
infrastructure, fewer amenities, and
limited services. Healthcare access
followed similar lines. Health centres in
marginalised areas were often
understaffed or non-functional, forcing
residents to travel farther for care, while
centres in more affluent areas were better
resourced.

“There was an implicit understanding
that if you want better care, you would go
to a PHC in a better neighborhood,” he
says. Over time, he says, many residents
adapt. “People focus on work and on
earning more to access private facilities.
They also try to get what they can, within
what is available.”

These implications for public health

are equally accessible. In reality, access
depends on where services are located—
and who can enter those spaces. There
have been moments of recognition. The
Sachar Committee Report noted that
many Muslim communities live in
segregated, under-serviced localities. But
such insights have not translated into
policy frameworks that account for
segregation itself.

Policy in practice
These patterns are are also shaped — and
at times reinforced — by policy.

Laws such as the Gujarat Disturbed
Areas Act restrict property transactions in
notified areas. Initially introduced to
prevent distress sales of property in areas
of sectarian violence, it is now used to
make it difficult for Muslims to buy homes
in Hindu-majority neighbourhoods,
thereby deepening segregation. Rajasthan
has seen similar moves through

ini and policy directi In
Assam, although no equivalent legislation
exists, a series of eviction drives and
administrative controls over land have
reshaped settlement patterns,
disproportionately affecting minority
communities.

Together, these measures risk
formalising existing divides, contributing
to the ghettoisation of minority

ities, a trend that 1
over the past decade, as noted by many
researchers.

Large structural changes are needed to
dismantle geography as a barrier for

hoods with

intermediaries would procure
from nearby towns, but distribution was
uneven or came at higher costs.

These patterns are not limited to caste.
In urban and peri-urban India,

Nancy recalls a case that il to
stay with her from her work in a village. A
child with severe malnutrition lived in a
Dalit settlement. When she urged the

Muslim-majority hoods often
face similar spatial exclusion.
Shakeeb Ahmed Khan, a
physiotherapist who has worked
ively in M

mother to take the child to the

Vusli jjority areas,

arep

fewer services, poorer infrastructure, and
limited access to care face higher risks of
disease, delayed treatment, and worse
health outcomes.

Despite decades of welfare
programmes, Indian public policy has
rarely treated residential segregation as a
driver of inequality. Most interventions
assume services within a village or district

delivery. In the

however, the public health system must
recognise the existence of these barriers
at the level of neighbourhoods and work
on solutions to actively redistribute care
to reach those kept at the margins.

(Dr. Christianez Ratna Kiruba is an
internal medicine doctor; with a passion for
patient rights advocacy.
christianezdennis@gmail.com)

THE GIST

v

Aworking paper analysing over
15 lakh neighbourhoods, finds
high levels of segregation
among Muslims and Scheduled
Castes — closely tied to
unequal access to basic
services

v

Healthcare infrastructure is
typically placed based on
centrality and connectivity —
locations with roads, buses,
and ambulance access. But in
caste-segregated geographies,
these “central” points are
usually dominant caste areas,
leaving Dalit settlements
excluded by default

v

Large structural changes are
needed to dismantle
geography as a barrier for
healthcare delivery. In the
meantime, however, the public
health system must recognise
the existence of these barriers
at the level of neighbourhoods
and work on solutions

01Ma. How residential segregation shapes public health access in India

AR H AT GUFHIOT Fhe YR Ardifash Fareed Jansit 1 ag 1 ganfaa sar

§

Nearly one in four urban Muslims lives in neighbourhoods that are more than 80% Muslim.
I G AR H { Teh 60 HAHA TF HAlgeoll # el & 5161 80% F AT AReers Iy &

Neighbourhoods with higher concentrations of these communities are significantly less likely
to have schools, health centres, piped water, sanitation, or electricity.
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o1 THEIT T 3HTeIeh HETT aTel &A1 & Fhel, FARLT $g, ST ST, FaesT AT Farsrelt
SIS I A Bl o

Inequality in India is not only widespread; it is spatially organised and hidden in plain sight.
SR H AT Sha ol ShTI &1 78] §; Tg TLToreh T & FIFSd ¢ 3R Tqse &7 A fe@s 2o &
STarsie o 8% ¥

“In many places, the Anganwadi, school, and primary health centre would all be in the
main village — and inaccessible to those in Dalit settlements,” she says.

aE FECh 6, ‘S TUTA T ATaTS, Fhel AR Irafds Faree Fg o geg g A ga § — 3R
gfeld SRect & ot & fow Tga A e g &1

But in caste-segregated geographies, these “central” points are usually dominant caste
areas, leaving Dalit settlements excluded by default.

oifehet SiTfer-amenfe Renfora spier &, 3 i TuTe AR W wog@ sfera & & 81l &,
foradr gfora afedat wammfas &7 & a6 @ S 2|

Health camps, too, are often held in dominant caste spaces — temples, central squares,
community halls — where Dalit residents may not be allowed or, feel safe entering.

Tareey fAfeR ot urr: wegcaeelt Sifarat & Tt — AfeR, S T, AeeRie FoRE — #
IS T ST §, STel aford @t st grarer &1 sregafer a7t gl a1 3 T a1 FRiard Aeqd
T8 |

Village health committees, meant to guide local planning, are frequently dominated by
upper-caste men, shaping where these services are placed.

UTH T HIATTAT, ST FUTARY AT 1 AT el o [T gl &, 9 3= ainfar & gt
o vefca A giclt €, TS Ig o gieiT © T Jad shel wumiod giaf|

“She told me it was unsafe for her to go to that part of the village as a Dalit woman.

‘T H T foh Ueh aferet AfGET & €9 A 37 919 o 37 G & A1 30 forw 3rgiare am)”

Dalit residents could only visit on specific days and within fixed hours and these restrictions
were even displayed on the clinic board.

g Ao oo AR et 33 AfRed 397 W o1 Ia 2 3ik 3 ufaey Faf@s F i
9T off gefia I

“These timings were set so that upper-caste residents would not be offended,” she says.
gg Fedl g, “¥ TFHY 3T TR v 31w & arfes 3= ainfa & foardy smed T &il”

“If you had an emergency outside that window, you simply could not go.”

“gfe 3T THY TIAT & T IS 391 i g, ar 319 37 &) 5181 Thd A"

For those needing urgent care — particularly pregnant women or those with acute conditions
— this effectively placed healthcare out of reach.

TSeg ATATdhTeN RITHcET ST 3Ta2THar A — TFATHT reTady AfZTT 1 7R FEATY arer oaT
—mmwwmmﬁq@ﬁwﬁmm

The Sachar Committee Report noted that many Muslim communities live in segregated,
under-serviced localities.

TR AfAfa RO o seow v & s Ao Teer fasntord 3R e Aansit arer &=t 7 &
gl

Laws such as the Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act restrict property transactions in notified
areas.

T fEeees vRaTer Tae S8 el IifRgiRd &t # Ju a3t @ gfaaftd ad g
Together, these measures risk formalising existing divides, contributing to the ghettoisation

of minority communities, a trend that accelerated over the past decade, as noted by many
researchers.

T 3UTT & Hisfer [AereTait 1 Haries &9 S T WoRT &, [Sa 3reaaecde Faert
BEAHIOT TG &, ST TASel goreh 3 ot §31T &, ST o6 g QMerehcliat = Sararg|
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Israeli forces ‘kidnap’
Gaza flotilla crew in
international waters

ATHENS

Organisers of a Gaza-
bound aid flotilla on Thurs-
day said Israel’s army had
“kidnapped” 211 activists,
including a Paris city coun-
cillor, in a raid in interna-
tional waters off Greece.
Helene Coron, a spokes-
woman for the Global Su-
mud France, told an online
news conference the oper-
ation had taken place near
the Greek island of Crete,
at an “unprecedented” dis-
tance from the Gaza coast.
Yasmine Scola, an activist
on board the flotilla, said
her colleagues had been
“kidnapped” by Israel.
Israel’s Foreign Ministry
had earlier put the number
of those detained at 175.
Ms. Coron said those in-
tercepted included Paris
Communist local council-
lor Raphaelle Primet and
10 more French nationals.
“We don’t have the in-
formation for the other na-
tionalities, but the boats
were mixed in terms of na-
tionality, so there were
crew members from all 48
delegations,” she said.
Rome, in a government
statement, called for the
immediate release of “all
the unlawfully detained
Italians”.
The organisers of the
latest flotilla of pro-Palesti-

nian activists seeking to
break Israel’s blockade on
Gaza announced early on
Thursday that their boats
had been surrounded by
Israeli military ships while
off the coast of Crete.

“At the time of publish-
ing this statement [06:30
am Paris time, 04:30
GMT], at least 22 of the flo-
tilla’s 58 boats have been
stormed by Israeli forces in
complete violation of inter-
national law,” the Global
Sumud Flotilla said in a
statement. According to an
AFP verification, based on
tracking data from the or-
ganisers, the boats were in-
tercepted in the Greek ex-
clusive economic zone.

30 more boats en route
Around 30 boats from the
flotilla are still en route,
most now in Greek territo-
rial waters south of Crete,
according to the same
source. Ms. Coron said the
operation had taken place
over 1,000 km from Gaza.
The longest such operation
to date had been 185 km in
June 2025, she said.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry
dismissed the initiative as a
“condom flotilla” after pro-
phylactics were found in a
previous convoy, adding
that more than 20 of the
ships were “now making
their way peacefully to
Israel”.

01Ma. Israeli forces ‘kidnap’ Gaza flotilla crew
in international waters

oISl Tl o AW STl H IS Falfedm &
HATelh Gof T ‘3980 fohar

e |sraeli forces ‘kidnap’ Gaza flotilla crew in
international waters.

SIS Tl o ARSI STol H ITSAT FeAlfealr & ATelh ol
T ‘39goT fohaT|

e Organisers of a Gazabound aid flotilla on Thursday
said Israel’s army had “kidnapped” 211 activists, including a
Paris city councillor, in a raid in international waters off
Greece.

IS SATed aTell WETACT FallfeeT o ITANSTRT o JEAR T gl
R SoRTS T T TaAT o I & I ARSI STl H SIUART HT
211 FRIHATAT, FoeT# T IRA 79 urdg 91 enfaer &,
“379g0r” fhaT|

e The organisers of the latest flotilla of pro-Palestinian
activists seeking to break Israel’s blockade on Gaza
announced early on Thursday that their boats had been

surrounded by Israeli military ships while off the coast of
Crete.

IS IR SSRISH T ATHIEET ATSeT T AN X g Refareeter
FAdS FRFATAT & Fell el AR = JEAR Fog Fel foh
3oTchT AITAT BT she oh AT o ITH SoRTSell Hod STglell of B
foram|

o “At the time of publishing this statement [06:30 am
Paris time, 04:30 GMT], at least 22 of the flotilla’s 58 boats
have been stormed by Israeli forces in complete violation of
international law,” the Global Sumud Flotilla said in a
statement.

Tollael GHG FoeelT o ST 3 e, ‘S8 qTe & FehrRled &
Y [GE 06:30 IRH FH, 04:30 GMT], Feilfeell 1 58 H &
HH U HA 22 A6 TR SRSl Foll o AN FHlefe T ToT
WW@’UW%&T%I”
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Gulf within
Differences with Saudi Arabia and Iran’s
attacks led to the UAES exit from OPEC

T he UAE has withdrawn from the Organiza-

tion of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-

tries (OPEC), a cartel that it joined in 1967,
and OPEC+. It was OPEC’s fourth-largest producer
(3.12 million barrels per day) and its third-largest
exporter (2.88 mbd) in 2025, behind Saudi Arabia
and Irag. The Emiratis clearly sought to free
themselves of production constraints set largely
by the cartel’s dominant producer, Saudi Arabia.
With significant spare capacity, the Emiratis be-
lieve that they are better off with the autonomy to
ramp up exports, a capability now constrained by
the de facto closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the
largest disruption to oil supply in history, follow-
ing U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran. Brent crude prices
barely budged on the announcement, revealing
how heavily the Strait crisis weighs on the market.
But once the UAE weathers this crisis, whether
through the Strait’s reopening, or by routing
more crude through a pipeline bypassing Hor-
muz, analysts estimate that it could lift produc-
tion by roughly a million barrels a day. While Sau-
di Arabia, OPEC’s bellwether, has remained chary
of over-supply and sought to keep prices high, the
UAE has long pushed for higher production for re-
venues that it intends to funnel into Al infrastruc-
ture and other diversification projects.

Unsaid in the UAE’s move is also its frustration
with what it sees as a lack of cartel-wide coordina-
tion in responding to Iran’s missile and drone at-
tacks on Gulf oil and military facilities; Iran is also
an OPEC member. The Emiratis have also differed
sharply with the Saudis on external interventions:
in Yemen and Sudan. The UAE also seeks closer
ties with Israel than most Gulf states, which re-
main uncomfortable with any thaw given Israel’s
genocidal actions in Gaza and its attacks on Iran
and Lebanon. The U.S., a non-OPEC member, and
the world’s largest oil producer at 13.6 mbd, has
long viewed the cartel’s price-setting unfavoura-
bly, and President Donald Trump has repeatedly
pressed it to pump more. The UAE perhaps calcu-
lates that aligning with Washington will yield be-
nefits for its production and pipeline ambitions,
though Mr. Trump’s transactional and mercurial
foreign policy offers little guarantee. The UAE’s
exit also reflects a structural issue: OPEC’s share
of global crude dropped to 36.7% in 2025, and
with Hormuz shut, pricing power has shifted to
American producers in the short term. OPEC will
continue, but with a reduced ability to set prices.
For net oil-importing countries such as India, ho-
wever, the immediate threat is not the cartel’s un-
ravelling but the “double blockade” in the Strait of
Hormuz and the fragile [ran-U.S. ceasefire. Unless
anew geopolitical détente emerges between Iran
and the Gulf states, volatility will persist, threa-
tening energy security regardless of what unfolds
within OPEC.

01Ma. Gulf within
Tl & sfia srafaer

e The UAE has withdrawn from the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), a cartel that it joined in
1967, and OPECH+.

YT I HARTT (UAE) o deiferet forafaas qaif &1 warear
(OPEC), fora# ag 1967 & anfaer §31T T, F4T OPEC+ T T &l
37191 W foraT gl

e It was OPEC’s fourth-largest producer (3.12 million
barrels per day) and its third-largest exporter (2.88 mbd) in 2025,
behind Saudi Arabia and Irag.

g 2025 H OPEC T THAT JaH F37 3T (3.12 fafeasr 3xar
gfafeen) 3R IRRT Ted 531 AT (2.88 fAfems dver wfafes)
ST 3T IR 3R 3 & 91¢ AT B |

e With significant spare capacity, the Emiratis believe that
they are better off with the autonomy to ramp up exports, a
capability now constrained by the de facto closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, the largest disruption to oil supply in history, following
U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran.

FecaqoT rfafer ateraT & A1, 3reRTT A § R v st
TIAAAT 3a7eh ToIT J1Tereh SRR §, WAfeheT TE &THAT 31 §alsT
TASHEALT & AT 98 glel I 1T &, S IARFT-FIge GanT
S W gHaA & d16 ool Tl 7 STAgTH h Ha& T3 are &/t AT B |

e While Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s bellwether, has remained
chary of over-supply and sought to keep prices high, the UAE has
long pushed for higher production for revenues that it intends to
funnelinto Al infrastructure and other diversification projects.

STel HSET 3, St OPEC 1 937 EHeheleh &, HTeh el & srert g
I BT ST SATC TGAT TG &, TET JTS o T A 3R 3G
& 9eT H T@T & dTfeh 98 31T T TIHTE Ia8==T 31 3= [afaefsor

RIS & e e Tes|

e The Emiratis have also differed sharply with the Saudis on
external interventions: in Yemen and Sudan.

AR T FHTEAT & AT SE GEARTIT—IHT 3R FSTA—h!
AT ot Er AT W R

e The UAE also seeks closer ties with Israel than most Gulf
states, which remain uncomfortable with any thaw given Israel’'s
genocidal actions in Gaza and its attacks on Iran and Lebanon.

s TR @SN 2t hT JoieT 7 RIS o A Jifeeh e Faer
AIEAT &, STaTeh 37 S ST H SRS DI hIATSAT TAT T 3T

ATATT I §HAT o HROT fopdly off AT & 3rTgT 21

e The U.S., anon-OPEC member, and the world’s largest oil producer at 13.6 mbd, has long
viewed the cartel’s price-setting unfavourably, and President Donald Trump has repeatedly

pressed it to pump more.

IFA TT FARFHT, ST OPEC &1 T e w161 ¢ 3R 13.6 Tforer Sxer wfafeer & ary glaarar
T T el 3CITGH §, o8 THAT F Piéel T e FAEROT JUTE Y ARG e 6T 8, AR
IS SelTes €9 aR-aR 58 318 3curea & fov garg srerd W)

e The UAE perhaps calculates that aligning with Washington will yield benefits for its production
and pipeline ambitions, though Mr. Trump’s transactional and mercurial foreign policy

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 7



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

offers little guarantee.
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forw wmererrdY giam, grenifer ¢u it der-ae amenfe 3R srfafRea fader Aifar 1S 1w aTéy w181

Sl

The UAE’s exit also reflects a structural issue: OPEC’s share of global crude dropped to
36.7% in 2025, and with Hormuz shut, pricing power has shifted to American producers in

the short term.

YUS T STEX GloAT Teh FeTcHS FHEDT i &1 G2l §: 2025 H 3Rgeh sHed del A OPEC
TREAERY TehY 36.7% T8 1S, 3R ISt o oe gt A 3euehicl & Hed EROT T Al IARFY
ICAGHT & T ol 1S &

How is the next UN chief being chosen?

Why is the role of Secretary-General important? Who are the candidates? What factors shape the choice? Why does this election matter now?

What are the candidates’ campaign priorities? What happens next?

EXPLAINER
Raja Karthikeya

The story so far:

he election of the next UN
Secretary-General is underway.
On April 21-22, four candidates

— two women and two men —
pitched their records of public service and
leadership to the UN General Assembly in
“informal, interactive dialogues”.

Why is the role of Secretary-General
important?
The UN Charter defines the
Secretary-General as the UN’s Chief
Administrative Officer, who oversees the
work of the UN Secretariat and fulfils “any
other functions and duties entrusted” to
them by the organisation’s principal
organs, including the General Assembly,
the Security Council, and the Economic
and Social Council. The Secretary-General
also has the mandate to bring to the
Security Council’s attention any issue that
threatens global peace and security.
Where needed, the Secretary-General
has the authority to appoint “Personal
Envoys” (as Antonio Guterres has now
done for the current West Asia conflict).
Often described as the world’s “chief
diplomat,” the Secretary-General is the
face and voice of the UN, speaking as the
world’s conscience on issues ranging from
the arms race in space and climate change
to persistent inequality that hampers
economic growth.

How is the Secretary-General elected?
The UN Charter states that the
Secretary-General is appointed by the
General Assembly on the
recommendation of the Security Council.
This means that the Permanent Members
of the Security Council — China, France,
Russia, the UK., and the U.S. — have a
significant say in who gets elected.

‘What considerations play a role?
While the term of a Secretary-General is

technically “discretionary,” incumbents
have, since 1981, voluntarily limited
themselves to two terms. By custom, the
post rotates among five regions of the
world: Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe,
Western Europe, and Latin America and
the Caribbean. This is the turn of the
latter. Within the region, there are
dynamics at play, with Spanish-speaking
Latin American countries and
English-speaking Caribbean nations
supporting different candidates.

Who are the candidates?

The four candidates now officially in the
race are: Michelle Bachelet, former
President of Chile and former UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights; Macky
Sall, former President of Senegal; Rafael
Grossi, Head of the International Atomic
Energy Agency; and Rebecca Grynspan,
Head of the UN Conference on Trade and
Development.

‘Why is this election crucial?

Eighty years after its founding, the UN is
facing a deep financial and political crisis.
The Secretariat relies on mandatory
“assessed contributions” collected from
member states. Still, non-payment, partial
payment, and delay in payment of dues by

Often described as the world’s ‘chief diplomat, the Secreta

s

UN. REUTERS

ry-General is the voice of the

leading contributors have triggered an
unprecedented financial situation.

‘The Security Council is paralysed by
acrimony and persistent vetoes by the
permanent members. The UN is also
struggling to mobilise funds and troops for
missions in places such as Haiti, and with
host country relations in cases such as in
Mali, where the UN mission was forced to
withdraw.

Over the past decade, the UN played a
key role in responding to the COVID-19
pandemic, advancing climate action

Secretary-General will have the
unenviable task of not just administering,
but rejuvenating the organisation.

What are the candidates’ campaign
priorities?

During their interactions with the General
Assembly, Ms. Bachelet, Ms. Grynspan,
and Mr. Sall all emphasised preventive
diplomacy — the UN term for preventing
conflicts through adroit behind-the-scenes
parley with the stakeholders to the
conflict. However, their approaches differ.
Ms. Bachelet prioritised field presence,
while Ms. Grynspan focused on merging
the UN’s work in the prevention of conflict
with its work on human rights. Ms.
Grynspan was arguably the most vocal on
UN reform, proposing restructuring the
Secretary-General’s office within the first
100 days if elected. Among areas for
priority action, Ms. Bachelet highlighted
climate, Mr. Sall highlighted migration,
and Mr. Grossi highlighted UN-World Bank
relations. Ms. Grynspan stressed the need
to protect least-developed nations from
funding cuts.

All candidates committed to gender
parity, while Ms. Bachelet emphasised
improving geographic diversity within the
UN workforce, a longstanding demand of
developing countries. On the stasis in the
Security Council, Ms. Grynspan and Mr.
Sall said they would publicly call out

bers of the council who

through the Paris and

via

the 2030 Agenda. However, recent
conflicts in Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan,
Ukraine, and Iran have raised questions
about its ability to prevent war — a central
idea of the UN Charter. There are
increasing calls for the UN to “return to
basics” by focusing more on conflict

i The i !

Goals are now universal markers of
developmental progress but there is rising
concern that only 18% of the targets are on
track to be met by 2030. Meanwhile, the
humanitarian system is under severe
strain due to multiple conflicts,
intensifying disasters, and pressures on
international humanitarian law. The next

chosen?

violate international law, while Mr. Grossi
promised to uphold the UN Charter. Ms.
Bachelet said she will use the
Secretary-General’s office to build political
viability for Security Council reform.

What happens next?

In the next phase, the Security Council
will hold closed-door deliberations and
straw polls before recommending a
candidate to the General Assembly around
October. Once the latter confirms the
choice through a simple majority vote, the
new Secretary-General will take office on
January 1, 2027.

(Raja Karthikeya is a former international
civil servant)

THE GIST

v

The UN is facing a deep
financial and political crisis,
with Security Council paralysis,
funding shortfalls, and rising
global conflicts.

v

The next Secretary-General will
have the task of rejuvenating
the organisation, focusing on
conflict prevention, reform,
and advancing sustainable
development goals.

01Ma. How is the next UN chief being
3T HYFA USE THE HT TIT F4 AT 7 @I 872

e The election of the next UN Secretary-General is underway.

3T9Tel WYFT ST AFTHTAE T oA ST &

e The UN Charter defines the Secretary-General as the UN’s Chief Administrative Officer, who
oversees the work of the UN Secretariat and fulfils “any other functions and duties entrusted”
to them by the organisation’s principal organs, including the General Assembly, the Security
Council, and the Economic and Social Council.
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The Secretary-General also has the mandate to bring to the Security Council’s attention any
issue that threatens global peace and security.

HEETIT & U Ig TR o & o & afRaen anifer 3R et &1 ek # srofet arer fondlr ot Heg
T F&T IR oh FHET TETT |

Where needed, the Secretary-General has the authority to appoint “Personal Envoys” (as
Antonio Guterres has now done for the current West Asia conflict).

STel HTaedeh g1, HgrTad &l ‘sqfFaera g’ [gerd sl a1 HTRR & (SHaT foh vefaat qa =
gaATe gfeas vfdr guy & fow fFar )|

The UN Charter states that the Secretary-General is appointed by the General Assembly on
the recommendation of the Security Council.

YFA TS AT o 3HTAR, AT bl TGl HETHHT ST Y&t uRwe v f{oriver o3 dr
ST gl

This means that the Permanent Members of the Security Council — China, France, Russia,
the U.K., and the U.S. — have a significant say in who gets elected.

gaehT 319 ¢ o Gt aRwe & TR &g — e, i, &, JATses hirsd 3R dg+d T
AT — & IR FeATd H FAgeaqoT ${fAHT gIch 8

What considerations play a role? / et &R #r 1f=T 1l 82

While the term of a Secretary-General is technically “discretionary,” incumbents have, since
1981, voluntarily limited themselves to two terms.

e Agrfd &1 FRIIeT deheilen! &9 & “Taderrelier” g &, T 1981 ¥ YeeRAT o Tad 1
& i do WfAT A gl

By custom, the post rotates among five regions of the world: Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe,
Western Europe, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

TR & 3HTHR, Ig Ue, [aed & Gie &t — 31shrenr, TiRrar, qdf 9, giesdy g, qr dfest
ARG AR HRITeT — & T gAar g

This is the turn of the latter.

3T IR I 7GR AfaaT ST Fr

Within the region, there are dynamics at play, with Spanish-speaking Latin American
countries and English-speaking Caribbean nations supporting different candidates.

& & T ofy arfaferart €, STt TafAer-amsY fest 3R 22r 3T 3rae-amdt RIS IS
3TOTIT-3713T 3FHICART bl TATT X B 6|

Who are the candidates? / 3FHigar #iT &2

The four candidates now officially in the race are: Michelle Bachelet, former President of
Chile and former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights; Macky Sall, former President of
Senegal; Rafael Grossi, Head of the International Atomic Energy Agency; and Rebecca
Grynspan, Head of the UN Conference on Trade and Development.

30 &l & INAFRE & q IR 3efiear &: feter arae, frel i qd asgufa 3R dged Ig
AIAATRR ITAGF, HehY W, YoiaTel o I Togufey; Wher A, HAASERT GRATI] Faft Tt
& YA, a1 W& fAeade, §gad e SR AR e aeaw & g9y
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Why is this election crucial? /Wﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘fﬂ%ﬁﬂ'ﬁ%’?

Eighty years after its founding, the UN is facing a deep financial and political crisis.
TATYAT & T Y d1e;, FIFd TS Ueh AR [T AR TTeAfcreh Hehe o HIHAT T 6T B

The Secretariat relies on mandatory “assessed contributions” collected from member
states.

ARG FeET 211 ¥ UehT fohT SATeY arel 37ar “3mahford Reree” R R ear gl

Still, non-payment, partial payment, and delay in payment of dues by leading contributors
have triggered an unprecedented financial situation.

T o, T ANTCTeAehTHT SERT 3T o1 AT, JHTTRIeh $TaTeTed, 3R S & $[aTelTal o 3e7Tqd
faeiar feafa scoea X T B

The Security Council is paralysed by acrimony and persistent vetoes by the permanent
members.

&t IRV TR Fewat & Hade 3R IR diet & HRoT ATSh 81 7S &

The UN is also struggling to mobilise funds and troops for missions in places such as Haiti,
and with host country relations in cases such as in Mali, where the UN mission was forced to
withdraw.

T T T ¥elY SH Tt o) et & o ere 3 Afeves Sperey o e o @ 8, o aveh
S AT H ASTEI 2T o A1y Feel 7 off FHAEAV &, STel HYercl Isg AT Y AT of=lT IsT|

Over the past decade / A& g2 &

Over the past decade, the UN played a key role in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic,
advancing climate action through the Paris Agreement, and promoting sustainable
development via the 2030 Agenda.

e gereh &, @ WS (UN) & COVID-19 HeRY & foivea, aRe wagila & Areas @
SToTaTg HILATS i 3T oTet, TUT 2030 TSHAST o AETH & HAd (o FY Acanfed it &
HEcaquT AT fAems |

However, recent conflicts in Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, Ukraine, and Iran have raised
guestions about its ability to prevent war — a central idea of the UN Charter.

gTeilich, ST, AaaTe, HETeT, Poho, IR §0T A grforar Gl & Jeur 1 Ushot hT gHehT &THAT TN
TR 3BTV § — S WY IS A1 I Teh YW 36027 B

There are increasing calls for the UN to “return to basics” by focusing more on conflict
resolution.

TYF TT F AN Frat W Alear” 3R Fod Tt o¥ 1M eame Hia e 1 Afer g W@
gl

The Sustainable Development Goals are now universal markers of developmental progress
but there is rising concern that only 18% of the targets are on track to be met by 2030.

Had e T8 (SDGs) 3 [aehraTcae F9Tfel & HAsHAR Heheleh oo b 8, Afehet 7 I
96 €1 & Toh 2030 Th chael 18% o1& &1 IR &1 aTeaT|

Meanwhile, the humanitarian system is under severe strain due to multiple conflicts,
intensifying disasters, and pressures on international humanitarian law.

3 1, 3oieh Hesl, Secl 3MIET3il R FARTSET ATTNT FTeleT T alTd & HRUT AT TOTTelr
AR doT H B

The next Secretary-General will have the unenviable task of not just administering, but
rejuvenating the organisation.

39T ARG & TTHS hdol TATHT et &Y oTar, mwwmmwmm
gram|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

What are the candidates’ campaign priorities? / 3FHIGaRT #T J7@ WrafAwant Far §?

During their interactions with the General Assembly, Ms. Bachelet, Ms. Grynspan, and Mr.
Sall all emphasised preventive diplomacy — the UN term for preventing conflicts through
adroit behind-the-scenes parley with the stakeholders to the conflict.

HETHHT & WY 3N STcrehcl & R, FA ardrare, gt fiewde, 3k 4 |t o franes geifa
TR o AT — E TGl ASE T dg A & ST IS o dNS Aol T3 oh AETH & Ferst i Aehed
Y AT B

Ms. Bachelet prioritised eld presence, while Ms. Grynspan focused on merging the UN’s
work in the prevention of cone ict with its work on human rights.

AT AR A &R 3UTeufa d wrafHear &Y, stefsh ga fewde o Fed-faaror st &
AAIASR ST & 1Y s ] &A1 Shiga har)

Ms. Grynspan was arguably the most vocal on UN reform, proposing restructuring the
Secretary-General’s o ce within the  rst 100 days if elected.

At R=aler Te1ad: WY TS GUR & Feg W T HER 2, 3R 3egia gt STl T Igel 100
Tt 7 Fgrafa FRTE & edTo ST Tedre |

Among areas for priority action, Ms. Bachelet highlighted climate, Mr. Sall highlighted
migration, and Mr. Grossi highlighted UN-World Bank relations.

WA SIRETS & &¥At H, ol qRIAT o STaary, A7 Wiel o gar, 3R 57 7l o gy wog-fae
d& eyt W SR

Ms. Grynspan stressed the need to protect least-developed nations from funding cuts.

A freader o sreufaw il Suif &1 i shelch & s 1 3Taeashar o oo fem|

All candidates committed to gender parity, while Ms. Bachelet emphasised improving
geographic diversity within the UN workforce, a longstanding demand of developing
countries.

el SEAfeant o Are FATTaT & Ul TTaetiar SIS, STafeh A e o Hgerd USg Hriael
# sitnfarew RAfaedr soe T AR e, St fasraeiier geit i o T 1T & 79T | B

On the stasis in the Security Council, Ms. Grynspan and Mr. Sall said they would publicly
call out permanent members of the council who violate international law, while Mr. Grossi
promised to uphold the UN Charter.

FaT aRwg A arforier ox, gt Readter 3K s |ier o et foh 3 ARSI FTeTet T Seoiled
et aTel TYT HEET Y Fdetforeh &9 & Fafegd sat, Stafe A Al & wgara Tsg ameT it
qTeleT AT et T arer fhar|

Ms. Bachelet said she will use the Secretary-General’s o+ ce to build political viability for
Security Council reform.

AT AT A gl o d HETAT FRATrT 1 3TAT FR&T IRYE FUR & FoIT Tstelliclsn Fode
ATl H |

What happens next? / 3Tl 4T g2

In the next phase, the Security Council will hold closed-door deliberations and straw polls
before recommending a candidate to the General Assembly around October.

379Tel TROT &, FI&T qRE o o # [aar-faaet 3wt ot 3maifore e, o ae 3rergat
F THITH Ueh 3FHIGAR T FAHIRer AT St 9l

Once the latter confirms the choice through a simple majority vote, the new Secretary-
General will take office on January 1, 2027.

aamnmwagﬂaﬁwaﬁrgﬁawa?ﬁ, 9 73T AR 1 STeTaY 2027 &l IHR
MR
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MOSCOW

Russia rejects Tuareg rebels’ call
to withdraw its forces from Mali

AFP

| N

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Thursday said Russian forces
would stay in Mali, rejecting a call from Tuareg rebels for Moscow to
withdraw after separatists and jihadists launched the largest
attacks against the military junta’s rule in 15 years. Russia is a
crucial military backer to the Malian government. AP

O1Ma. Russia rejects Tuareg rebels’ call to
withdraw its forces from Mali

T & ATell { 379lt JATT FTIH FeAT F F3A
ReIfRal & srear &+ @Re f&ar

o Russia rejects Tuareg rebels’ call to withdraw its forces
from Mali.

T o JIReT R & Al & 377+l AT AT g & et
& @R fma|

e Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Thursday said
Russian forces would stay in Mali, rejecting a call from Tuareg
rebels for Moscow to withdraw after separatists and jihadists
launched the largest attacks against the military junta’s rule in
15 years.

FAfA yaadr A dwla o TR S el foh FH AT ATelt

¥ aeft TN, 3N 3ot Jamer fagifeat it 3@ AT @ @iiter faar foras AiehT & arael it a1
mﬁa,wmwgmmmwmﬁmlsﬁﬁﬂm@%ma:

s ad &3 g fohU|

e Russia is a crucial military backer to the Malian government.

TH AT AIHR T Ueh HgedqoT Hed TALF ¢
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AE RaW W AR A T VT FIT (TS I HIE AT 7T
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R T 3TN S AT’ W 3 yand 87 Y 30T O FeHA
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el Aderst a rdter 7 260,847 F3 9, TIA FT HIHeTT
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under FEMA

s g

FDI easing for foreign firms with up to 10% Chinese stake to be notified soon

10% d s e areh el Fafaat & faw FDI & &ier, sieg FEMA & dgd
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States with revenue deficits may face fiscal stress:

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The Union Finance Minis-
try has warned that States
with revenue deficits and
high debt burdens will find
it harder to deal with fiscal
shocks, including from the
West Asia crisis, forcing
them to either reprioritise
expenditure away from
productive areas, or ap-
proach the Centre for
more funds at a time when
itis trying to consolidate its
own finances.

In its Monthly Economic
Review for April, the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs in the Ministry said
nine of the 18 large States
analysed were in revenue
deficit as per their own
projections for 2026-27. Se-
ven are projected to be re-
venue surplus, while one is

in revenue balance.

A revenue deficit is
when expenditure on re-
curring items such as salar-
ies, pensions, subsidies,
and interest payments ex-
ceed the revenue earned
from sources such as taxes
and fees.

The States with project-
ed revenue deficits as a
percentage of their gross
state domestic products
(GSDP) are Himachal Pra-
desh  (2.4%), Punjab
(-2.2%), Kerala (-2.1%), And-
hra Pradesh (-1.1%), Rajas-
than (-11%), Haryana
(-0.9%), Karnataka (-0.7%),
Maharashtra (-0.7%), and
Chhattisgarh (-0.3%).

Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal were excluded
from the analysis as they
have so far presented only
interim budgets for 2026-
27. “Revenue-deficit States

In the red

Nine of the 18 large States analysed by the
Mmlstry of Finance are in revenue deficit
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Source: Ministry of Finance

are constrained by the
debt servicing obligations
and carry, on average, sig-
nificantly higher outstand-
ing liabilities than revenue-
surplus States, and many
of them spend more than
15% of their revenue re-
ceipts on interest pay-

ments,” the report noted.

Of all the States ana-
lysed, Punjab has the high-
est projected ratio of inter-
est payments to revenue
receipts of 22.8%.

“States simultaneously
running a revenue deficit
and high outstanding lia-

bilities have fewer degrees
of freedom to respond to
fiscal shocks,” the report
said. “Specifically, they
may have to resort to ex-
penditure restructuring or
may demand higher cen-
tral transfers to meet the
present unforeseen
shocks.”

On the other hand, the
report highlighted the
States that were doing fis-
cally well. The eight States
with projected revenue
surpluses as a percentage
of their GSDPs are Odisha
(3%, Jharkhand (2.5%), Ut-
tar Pradesh (1.6%), Goa
(1.3%), Gujarat (0.8%), Ut-
tarakhand (0.6%), Telanga-
na (0.3%), and Bihar
(0.1%). “Notably, eight
States which have budget-
ed revenue surpluses for
2026-27, save for Telanga-
na, have their capital out-

01Ma. States with revenue deficits may face fiscal stress: Centre

TSIET HIE AT AsA1 Y ASTHNIT Sa1d HT FIHAT HIAT 95 ThdT & Fg

Centre

lay as a percentage of State
GDP higher than their pro-
jected fiscal deficit, ” the
report said.

It highlighted the exam-
ple of Odisha: while the
State’s 3.5% fiscal deficit is
higher than the 3% norm,
the fact that it is in revenue
surplus and its capital out-
lay is 6.5% of GSDP “mark
it as a case of deliberate in-
vestment rather than fiscal
stress”.

“States that are unable
to maintain the golden rule
of fiscal financing, that is,
zero revenue deficit, will
face increased stress as a
result of the present crisis,”
the report said. “Stressed
states with compressed fis-
cal space make demands
on the Centre at precisely
the moment that the
Centre is  attempting
consolidation.”

e The Union Finance Ministry has warned that States with revenue deficits and high debt
burdens will find it harder to deal with fiscal shocks, including from the West Asia crisis,
forcing them to either reprioritise expenditure away from productive areas, or approach the
Centre for more funds at a time when it is trying to consolidate its own finances.

FAT Fad AT & AdTaa &Y & T Tarea 'rer 3R 31 For A1 ars Tl Y T

e, [Tl Iias v e off e &, & [AuesT wfoa 819, f9ad 3¢ a7 af 3cdigeh &=t
T T geTAT ST AT TR €T o T vy oh I STIAT TSI, STl she; T 39 et 1 Y@ et

T I T @ B

e In its Monthly Economic Review for April, the Department of Economic Affairs in the
Ministry said nine of the 18 large States analysed were in revenue deficit as per their
own projections for 2026-27.

3N & ATl 3w FHlen F FIrerT & 3w AT F AT & #gr 5 faeawor [Fware 18

TS AT A F 9 39eT 2026-27 & AN & AR Iored €IS H &

e _Seven are projected to be revenue surplus, while one is in revenue balance.

I AT & AeIEa AT & Tgel o1 3TAT &, STafeh Teh Ao Torea Hered & &
e Arevenue deficit is when expenditure on recurring items such as salaries, pensions,

subsidies, and interest payments exceed the revenue earned from sources such as taxes and

fees.

TSI °TET e BT § ST dcied, RIeT, Aesl 3R sATsT $[arettet S 317arclt @, e 3R esh S

Hielt & 3ot Tored & 318 g1 ST &

e The States with projected revenue deficits as a percentage of their gross state domestic
products (GSDP) are Himachal Pradesh (-2.4%), Punjab (-2.2%), Kerala (-2.1%), Andhra
Pradesh (-1.1%), Rajasthan (-1.1%), Haryana (-0.9%), Karnataka (-0.7%), Maharashtra (-
0.7%), and Chhattisgarh (-0.3%).

379 Fehel AT TS 3¢TG (GSDP) & TRl & &9 & T ATl ST HIeT dTel TS &:

RATTT TS (-2.4%), TS (-2.2%), HIeT (-2.1%), T T (-1.1%), TFTELTT (-1.1%), gRITOM

(-0.9%), FATEH (-0.7%), ASRTSE (-0.7%), 3R S (-0.3%) |
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Tamil Nadu and West Bengal were excluded from the analysis as they have so far presented
only interim budgets for 2026-27.

AR 3R qfRerer SaTTer i1 faeelooT & «eR @M a7 F3ifeh 3wgied 2026-27 & fow 313 e
eharel AR FoTe TEJ U g |
“Revenue-deficit States are constrained by the debt servicing obligations and carry, on

average, significantly higher outstanding liabilities than revenue-surplus States, and many of
them spend more than 15% of their revenue receipts on interest payments,” the report noted.

RATE 7 Fgr 31T, ‘TSI "R arel TS FOT {aT Iidcdr ¥ F1fdd gl g 3R traa= weea
rferety Tt A ottt 7 31T T SACIRAT T@d &, TUT3AH { S U= Aoled T 15% &
37RIh ST S[ATCATeT TR T Xl 17

Of all the States analysed, Punjab has the highest projected ratio of interest payments to
revenue receipts of 22.8%.

%eaﬁawmﬁmwmwﬁmmwmmzze%%l

“States simultaneously running a revenue deficit and high outstanding liabilities have fewer
degrees of freedom to respond to fiscal shocks,” the report said.

TARIRT SEHT T TTHAT T & [T F [AheT g1a 1”7

“Specifically, they may have to resort to expenditure restructuring or may demand higher
central transfers to meet the present unforeseen shocks.”

I &9 A, 3¢ T 91T AT IS Fehell § T TTANT AT STeeht § fgea & fow

31T FET FEATGOT T HIT FGA I8 Fehehh 17
On the other hand, the report highlighted the States that were doing fiscally well.
ga{l 3T, RUIE o 37 T=2T 1 3SR FRAT ST AT T § AT o |

The eight States with projected revenue surpluses as a percentage of their GSDPs are
Odisha (3%), Jharkhand (2.5%), Uttar Pradesh (1.6%), Goa (1.3%), Gujarat (0.8%),
Uttarakhand (0.6%), Telangana (0.3%), and Bihar (0.1%).

3791 GSDP & Fiderd & &9 # e ATfc Terea ey arel 3176 T4 8: 3nfeem (3%), RS
(2.5%), 30X W& (1.6%), T (1.3%), ST (0.8%), STRTES (0.6%), Aelamma (0.3%), 31K fgR
(0.1%)I

It highlighted the example of Odisha: while the State’s 3.5% fiscal deficit is higher than the 3%
norm, the fact that it is in revenue surplus and its capital outlay is 6.5% of GSDP “mark it as a
case of deliberate investment rather than fiscal stress”.

oY 3T T 3eTE0T feaT: ST8T AT FT 3.5% STV "TeT 3% HAlAH F 310w §, difhet
3T T HTAAY 3R 6.5% GSDP T YolTed o Y “USThINIY ol & Tl AloTolleice
foraer &1 ATFET” SATAT B

“States that are unable to maintain the golden rule of fiscal financing, that is, zero revenue
deficit, will face increased stress as a result of the present crisis,” the report said.

RaTE # ohgr a1, it T Tty Farerayor & Faof fags, e e TS |ret, S0 3@e
H 319AY §, 37¢ TAHATA HHC o HRUT 3T GITd T ATHAT a1l TSI |”

“Stressed states with compressed fiscal space make demands on the Centre at precisely the
moment that the Centre is attempting consolidation.”

“TAPET T F SEEIET T, ot a7 @A fadT emaar g, S 38 o g & AR Fda
& oTe che, farder gaweT AT FIRAA R @I Ear g1
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On May Day, a workforce in India without a floor
GS il Economy |

his year, May Day arrives not as a
commemoration, but as a diagnosis.
Within a single fortnight last month,
two events clarified the state of Indian
labour more sharply than any official review.

On April 10, thousands of garment workers in
Noida’s Phase 2 Hosiery Complex stepped out of
nearly 300 factories and onto the streets,
demanding a minimum monthly wage of
320,000. On April 14, a high-pressure steam tube
ruptured at Vedanta’s 1,200 MW Singhitarai
thermal plant in Chhattisgarh, killing 20 workers
and injuring 15. One protest was about the price
of labour; the other, about the price of being alive
while performing it. Both answer the same
question: what has India’s labour reform actually
produced?

The Noida strike began with a specific
arithmetic grievance. On April 9, the Haryana
government notified a 35% hike in minimum
wages, raising unskilled monthly wages from
11,274 to %15,220, with effect from April 1, 2026.
Across the border in Noida, unskilled workers
were earning roughly 435 a day, compared to
3585 in Haryana for identical work. Protesters at
the Hosiery Complex — employees of different
companies — assembled in B Block, blocked
traffic, and refused to disperse without written
assurances.

By April 13, the administration had deployed
over 1,200 personnel, including the Provincial
Armed Constabulary and Rapid Action Force;
lathi charges and stone-pelting followed, and
nearly 400 people were detained. Under
pressure, the Uttar Pradesh government
announced an interim 21% hike, setting wages at
313,690 for unskilled workers in Gautam Buddh
Nagar and 16,868 for skilled workers. The
workers rejected it; their demand remained
320,000.

Between pay and survival

The gap between 16,868 and 320,000 is not a
bargaining position. It is the difference between
what a family pays for rent, gas, and school fees
in the NCR and what the state is willing to
concede as a dignified minimum.

Four days later, the furnace at Singhitarai did
its own counting. A preliminary report from the
Chief Boiler Inspector, backed by the Forensic
Science Laboratory in Sakti, Chhattisgarh,
attributed the explosion to ‘excessive fuel buildup
inside the furnace’, which produced pressure
surges that displaced critical piping. The probe
flagged “repeated negligence in equipment
upkeep” by Vedanta and its contractor NGSL
(NTPC GE Power Services Pvt. Ltd.). A first
information report has been registered against
Vedanta’s Chairman Anil Agarwal, the plant
manager, and others under Sections 106(1), 289
and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

The dead were not Vedanta’s own employees;
they worked for a subcontractor. This, too, is a
pattern.

Rejimon
Kuttappan

A
workers’ rights expert

From Noida's
streets to
furnace rooms
in Chhattisgarh,
India’s new
labour regime
delivers for
employers —
and for
workers, what
it long
warned of

Chhattisgarh alone has recorded 296 industrial
deaths over three years. Across India, the
Directorate General of Factory Advice Service and
Labour Institutes recorded 3,331 factory deaths
between 2018 and 2020 — three a day — yet only
14 people were imprisoned under the Factories
Act during the same period. The global union
IndustriALL counted over 400 workplace
fatalities in India in 2024, with the chemical
sector alone accounting for 220. In July 2025, an
explosion at Sigachi Industries in Telangana had
killed 44 people, mostly migrant workers, ata
plant that the State fire department found lacked
basic fire alarms and heat sensors.

A structural shift

These are not disconnected episodes. They are
the operating conditions of an economy that, on
November 21, 2025, formally adopted the four
labour codes. In a single stroke, and without any
transition period, the four codes — the Code on
‘Wages, the Industrial Relations Code, the Social
Security Code and the Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions (OSHWC) Code —
replaced 29 central labour laws. The Indian
Labour Conference, the country’s apex tripartite
forum, had not been convened since 2015.

The new regime raises the threshold for prior
government permission for layoffs,
retrenchment, and closure from 100 workers to
300 under the Industrial Relations Code, 2020,
enabling firms below that size - an estimated
majority of India’s factory units — to retrench
workers without administrative scrutiny. A
peer-reviewed analysis in the National Library of
Medicine archive notes that this merely restores
the pre-1982 threshold, reversing an
Emergency-era protection enacted after a wave of
mass layoffs affected over half a million workers.

The OSHWC Code, 2020, simultaneously raises
the statutory definition of a ‘factory’ from 10
workers in a factory with power to 20, and from
20 workers in a factory without power to 40,
lifting an entire tier of smaller workplaces -
where India’s textile, garment, metal, hosiery,
and food-processing clusters are concentrated -
out of mandatory safety oversight. Labour
economists warn that this technical
reclassification has a profound impact on worker
coverage, since a majority of India’s small
manufacturing units employ fewer than 20
workers.

The inspection architecture has been similarly
diluted. The OSHWC Code replaces unannounced
inspections with an ‘Inspector-cum-Facilitator’
model, combined with randomised, web-based
allocation through the Shram Suvidha portal and
employer self-certification — a shift that, as the
International Labour Organization’s India Labour
Inspection Profile notes, may contravene the
requirement for independent, unannounced
inspections under ILO Convention No. 81.

Procedural hurdles for collective action have
also stiffened. Under the IR Code, no worker may

strike without 60 days’ prior notice, flash strikes
are prohibited outright, and strikes are barred
during and for weeks after any conciliation or
tribunal proceeding. “Mass casual leave” by more
than 50% of a workforce is now deemed a strike.
Trade unions argue that, in combination, these
pnmsluns make lawful mdustr]al action vmua]ly

p le to organise, c the regime’s
pro-employer tilt.

A reform that raises statutory thresholds in
almost every operative clause, is not rationalising
protection. It is removing it. The enforcement
chapters read more like a facilitation framework
than a compliance regime.

Ten central trade unions, excluding the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), observed a
“Black Day” on November 26, 2025, calling the
codes a “deceptive fraud on the working class”.
Their objection was not sentimental. When the
legal definition of a factory excludes the smallest
and most dangerous workplaces; when
inspectors announce their visits through a portal;
when retrenchment requires no permission
below 300 workers; and when strikes are bound
by procedural tightropes, the predictable result is
the Noida street and the Singhitarai shop floor.

The wage stagnation that drove workers from
Motherson Sumi and Richa Global into a baton
charge, and the deferred maintenance that
caused a boiler tube to rupture, are not separate
problems. They are two ends of the same system.

0ld laws, new realities

There is an honest public case for labour reform.
The Factories Act of 1948 is older than most
Indian States; the Workmen’s Compensation Act
of 1923 predates the Constitution. A regulatory
architecture built for the industrial economy of
late-colonial India — of jute mills, textile mills, and
railway workshops - cannot plausibly govern a
workforce that today includes gig workers,
platform workers, and digital-media workers. No
serious observer, and no Indian trade union,
disputes that consolidation was overdue. The
question is not whether the law should have
changed; it is what it changed into.

Consolidation is not dilution, and
simplification is not exemption.

On May Day, the test for any labour framework
is modest: does it allow a worker to earn enough
to live, and to live through the shift? In April
2026, the answer from Noida and Singhitarai is
the same. In Noida, police fired tear gas at factory
workers protesting for a living wage as fuel-driven
inflation outpaced wages. In Singhitarai, a boiler
tube burst at a Vedanta power plant on April 14,
releasing 600°C steam onto workers eating lunch;
20 were killed, all contract workers employed
through a business partner rather than as direct
employees. Neither a wage that sustains life, nor a
workplace that preserves it. A regime that cannot
deliver the second while pricing out the first has
not been rationalised. It has been rewritten
against the very people it was meant to protect.

01Ma. On May Day, a workforce in India without a floor

7S e W HRA & U 0T ST OraSF I F1S 3T 787

e On April 10, thousands of garment workers in Noida’s Phase 2 Hosiery Complex stepped
out of nearly 300 factories and onto the streets, demanding a minimum monthly wage of
¥20,000.

10 3T9cT T, ATTST F ot 2 BT PIFCAFH 7 goTRT TRUTT HHF AT 300 FRETAT F ST

fo¥eheTehY Heh! TR 31T 31 220,000 AT FIATH dcfel T AT |

e  On April 14, a high-pressure steam tube ruptured at Vedanta’s 1,200 MW Singhitarai
thermal plant in Chhattisgarh, killing 20 workers and injuring 15.

14 31961 Y, TAEIG H dGIaT F 1,200 Aare RRFAE Iy §97 & veh 3Td-g« HIT U189 He
a1, FSred 20 A THT T 7cg 8Y 718 3R 15 Te g1 17|

e One protest was about the price of labour; the other, about the price of being alive while
performing it.

Teh TARIET 93 Y A & IR & AT, g, Wmaﬁmgasﬁﬁarsﬁﬁrﬁma?mﬁl

e On April 9, the Haryana government notified a 35% hike in minimum wages, raising
unskilled monthly wages from 11,274 to 15,220, with effect from April 1, 2026.

9 378eT 1, ERATOM THR 7 wYeAcTH dcfeT H 35% & & T BT o, TTad 3reherer H{AHT 1
Af8S ddeT 11,274 T TahT 15,220 & 31T, ST 1 31T 2026 ﬁlmaﬁgam
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Across the border in Noida, unskilled workers were earning roughly ¥435 a day, compared to
%585 in Haryana for identical work.

AT & GR AT H, 3herel AiHeh TeiT 2435 Fidfeet AT ¢ A, Siafeh gRA0m & Fo F &
forT 3585 e 1§ U1

By April 13, the administration had deployed over 1,200 personnel, including the Provincial
Armed Constabulary and Rapid Action Force; lathi charges and stone-pelting followed,
and nearly 400 people were detained.

13 31T deh, T2MTET o 1,200 W 31T 3T &1 dara foram, Toras uidr @ 9o 3 s
TFAT BRY Ao U mmmmmﬁgmwmmomﬁaﬁmﬁm

T

Under pressure, the Uttar Pradesh government announced an interim 21% hike, setting
wages at 313,690 for unskilled workers in Gautam Buddh Nagar and 16,868 for skilled
workers.

eaTd #, I FeU TIHN o AR 21% Fefer hr eiwom <, [Ty aitesr geur a9 7 srgeret
HTHRT T dctel 13,690 3R Ferel HTAHT T 216,868 ee famar arar|

The workers rejected it; their demand remained ¥20,000.

HTHH o1 3 3EATRR Y T, IeTehl ALT 220,000 & T ET |

Between pay and survival / ade 3R slaed & &

A preliminary report from the Chief Boiler Inspector, backed by the Forensic Science
Laboratory in Sakti, Chhattisgarh, attributed the explosion to ‘excessive fuel buildup inside
the furnace’, which produced pressure surges that displaced critical piping.

SAHITG & Fercll TEUT BRIVF VISH AaRe aRT FATIT FET arger fadiars &1 yRiHS
RIE o faEwhie o1 HROT ‘HedT & e 3rcafteh Suet STATe Idr, foad gara a6 3R Ageaqo!
aTgueSe faeaTiie gt arg |

The probe flagged “repeated negligence in equipment upkeep” by Vedanta and its contractor
NGSL (NTPC GE Power Services Pvt. Ltd.).

S & eidr 3R 38 3heR NGSL (NTPC GE Power Services Pvt. Ltd.) gaRT “39e0T
[RWT H IR-GR T TS ATIRATEY” l 3R foar aram|

A first information report has been registered against Vedanta’'s Chairman Anil Agarwal, the

plant manager, and others under Sections 106(1), 289 and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

AT #aT FIgAT ST GRT3IT 106(1), 289 3R 3(5) & dgd deidT & 3egeT AfAe Iard, TI=
gatreh 3R 3T & Qe Jrafdedy gor i a1s B

Across India, the Directorate General of Factory Advice Service and Labour Institutes
recorded 3,331 factory deaths between 2018 and 2020 — three a day — yet only 14 people
were imprisoned under the Factories Act during the same period.

W AR H, SRRFET Tl ATF el Tsarsy Afaw U3 aaw SEEITILH o 2018 § 2020 &
T 3,331 tharedl Fid gt it — gfafea i — 5T si 5 3rafer & haedt AAPIT F dea
amsr14aﬁvﬁaﬁawmam§m|

The global union IndustriALL counted over 400 workplace fatalities in India in 2024, with the
chemical sector alone accounting for 220.

3R gforaeT SsEA3iTe o 2024 7 HRA 7 400 H 3T FRITAA Al &t i, foa7a1 & Fhaer
TERIfa® &9 7 220 2|

In July 2025, an explosion at Sigachi Industries in Telangana had killed 44 people, mostly
migrant workers, at a plant that the State fire department found lacked basic fire alarms and
heat sensors.

§ﬂ1%’2025ﬁ,éﬁ?ﬂmaﬁrmgg@aﬁgvﬁ@ﬂzﬁmaﬂ?ﬁaﬁrﬂﬁmé,%mﬁaﬁWr
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v AR &, 3R T HToreraeT faemer o uran fon ael giaandy e sramt ik are d6
37T |

A structural shift / T GX=IcHAS TRadT

In a single stroke, and without any transition period, the four codes — the Code on Wages,
the Industrial Relations Code, the Social Security Code and the Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions (OSHWC) Code — replaced 29 central labour laws.

T &Y e H, 3R T frel TshavT 31af8 &, g7 IR AR — Aae dian, sie e wawr
e, wrnfore eam wiear 3N sarawfs gean, e vd Rt aRfeufaar (OsHWC)
HREAT — & 20 Ry A FreeA! bl AT W e

The new regime raises the threshold for prior government permission for layoffs,
retrenchment, and closure from 100 workers to 300 under the Industrial Relations Code,

2020, enabling firms below that size — an estimated majority of India’s factory units — to
retrench workers without administrative scrutiny.

o e e waw W, 2020 & dgd S, dar gt AR EE & fow gF awry

3T AT Y HAT 100 | T 300 HTHb T T &, T 38 WAT W i oy haferar — S 1R
ﬁaﬁ%ﬁrﬂsﬁgﬁwa@mﬁma@%—ﬁmwwﬁ%w*aﬁmﬁﬁmm
gl

A peer-reviewed analysis in the National Library of Medicine archive notes that this merely
restores the pre-1982 threshold, reversing an Emergency-era protection enacted after a wave
of mass layoffs affected over half a million workers.

AT A AHTE AT F Farg &7y U TAFeT-Teifara faevor sarar § i ag shaor
1982 W gl T TNAT T TgTel AT 8, TSTEH IMITTRI el H of19] 3 &I Sl Jere ferm ara,
i 3y fAfergsr & 31T AT Sl THITAT el dTell WIe{feeh Seell o sG] I aTg AT

The OSHWC Code, 2020, simultaneously raises the statutory definition of a ‘factory’ from 10
workers in a factory with power to 20, and from 20 workers in a factory without power to 40,
lifting an entire tier of smaller workplaces — where India’s textile, garment, metal, hosiery,
and food-processing clusters are concentrated — out of mandatory safety oversight.

OSHWC EfgdT, 2020 Teh A1 harer 1 qenfeies IRENT &7 fSstelr arell thard & 10 § dera 20
3R T ToTelr arelt therdt 7 20 & 91T 40 Y ST &, TaH DI SHRITU &7 Ueh I aef —
ST8r IR & &, TR, T, BTSN 3R Wi JEHERIOT 36T %%H%‘—Biﬁlﬁ'l’ﬁg’(ﬁ
TR & S8R g ST g

Labour economists warn that this technical reclassification has a profound impact on worker
coverage, since a majority of India’s small manufacturing units employ fewer than 20 workers.

A IAEN AdTaeN & § 3 T8 qeoheiiehy qordefientor s sHhaker 9¥ 16T 981d STefdr 8,
Fifeh R T 3rfRrenier org FAfHTOT Seh1sal 20 & et ATHAT BT AR & B

The OSHWC Code replaces unannounced inspections with an ‘Inspector-cum-Facilitator’
model, combined with randomised, web-based allocation through the Shram Suvidha portal
and employer self-certification — a shift that, as the International Labour Organization’s

India Labour Inspection Profile notes, may contravene the requirement for independent,
unannounced inspections under ILO Convention No. 81.

OSHWC HfeaT foar Faa & fAdiaTor st gedset-wa-hRfaeer Alse & Jad &t &, foras sm
gl e & ATH O Frgieoeh, A9-3MTR et 3R fFgierdT i F-FaTofieior enfae &
— Teh THT IR ST AT HA FSa & AR HA FAdaTr WGIge & 3TaR ILO FoFAdT
HEAT 81 & el Tac IR ST Ferlm arel [31ETOT & HTGTRAehell T Sooltel T Hehell ¢

Under the IR Code, no worker may strike without 60 days’ prior notice, flash strikes are
prohibited outright, and strikes are barred during and for weeks after any conciliation or
tribunal proceeding.
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e waer wfear & g H1S o AR 60 &t T I Geralr & T4 §ScATel 7T Y HeheT,

37eITeTeh gglTell 9 ot wfcrarer &, 3R faner ot Gofg ar ~ararfRrenyor Ufsham & SRIeT aar 38 are

S FTATE doh g3dTel Ufae ad &
o “Mass casual leave” by more than 50% of a workforce is now deemed a strike.

SRl & 50% & 31Teeh GaRT TorT ITT “Ae{eeh HTehTEH DN 3 §ScTel HIeAT ST |

e Trade unions argue that, in combination, these provisions make lawful industrial action
virtually impossible to organise, completing the regime’s pro-employer tilt.

&5 ioael 1 deh & Toh A TraerteT fAreh aer 3ieifareh Shars sl HITS Sl ofaTstaT 31EsTd

ST ed &, Tora® saaeyr &1 faaFar-vaiir g 9ot g1 S &

e The Factories Act of 1948 is older than most Indian States; the Workmen’s Compensation
Act of 1923 predates the Constitution.

1948 T Shardt HfAforsr JfRrehier s Ut & o QX1 §; 1923 1 sifdew F3mas srftfazre
e & off ugel T &
e In Singhitarai, a boiler tube burst at a Vedanta power plant on April 14, releasing 600°C

steam onto workers eating lunch; 20 were killed, all contract workers employed through a
business partner rather than as direct employees.

fifears 1, 14 380 T AgHAT & IR Tolic 7 Uah SidoR g Be 15, fIad 600°C & A9 st
FX I AfFw W AR 7E; zoa’ﬁﬁfrﬂgggé, S @ geTeT FEARY JA8T dfeew S AfAE |

India’s sPrint bgond the dairy red line to the Pacific

(FTA) with New Zealand in December 2025,

at a time marked by fractured supply chains
and rising protectionist tendencies among
nations. Guided by the vision of “Viksit Bharat”,
India has recalibrated its foreign trade policy,
transitioning from a cautious, tariff-focused
negotiator to a strategic, high-velocity partner.
This shift characterises a clear departure from the
historical “slow burn” model of trade diplomacy.
There are six key wins for India in this FTA, as it
aligns with the Viksit Bharat blueprint for trade
policy based on strategic autonomy and global
integration.”

l ndia concluded a Free Trade Agreement

India’s rapid FTA execution
First, this pact is one of India’s fastest-concluded
FTAs, with negotiations officially launched in
March 2025 and concluded in December 2025.
This gives India a first-mover advantage in
Oceania while also signalling its swift institutional
integration and ambitious posture to other
partners. This fresh display of efficiency and the
ability to compress negotiation cycle times is a
new deliverable from India to its trade partners.
Second, this FTA embeds talent mobility as a
core economic pillar with the “Yoga and Maori”
reciprocity between the two nations. There are
many provisions for human capital outflow,
including professional pathways, youth
engagement and bi-directional exchange of
traditional medicine. The FTA allows for a
separate annual quota of 5,000 professional visas
for skilled Indian professionals in high-skill jobs

Ritu Srivastava

Associate Professor,
Economics, K.J.
Somaiya Institute
of Management

The Free Trade
Agreement with
New Zealand
reflects India’s
evolving trade
diplomacy
strategy

such as IT, engineering, and health care, with a
tenure period of up to three years. An annual
quota of 1,000 work-and-holiday visas will also be
permitted for young Indians, aligning India’s
workforce with New Zealand’s age requirements.
Most importantly, it is the first bilateral
reciprocity agreement that will allow
international recognition of India’s Ayurveda,
Yoga, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH)
system along with the native Maori health
practices of New Zealand.

Third, the FTA lays down a commitment of
capital inflow of around $20 billion over a period
of 15 years in high-priority sectors such as
agri-tech and food processing, renewable energy,
education and health-care management, wherein
New Zealand’s technology and capital will be the
much-needed catalyst for growth. This influx will
also strengthen the “Make in India” programme.

Strategically shielded

Fourth, India has been so far successful in
negotiating for an agreement which protects one
of the sensitive sectors of India’s economy —
“dairy”. The mechanics of the pact include the
exclusion of fluid milk, cheese, and yogurt from
duty concessions. India will grant progressive
market access, on a duty-free basis, for infant
formula and high-value-added dairy products,
over a seven-year period, allowing domestic
nutritional firms access to quality raw materials.
The pact proposes a “Ring Fenced Value Addition
Framework” to boost downstream processing of
manufacturing. Under this agreement, New

Zealand firms are permitted to import dairy
products from India duty-free for manufacturing
purposes, if 100% of the products are exported
out of India. The pact uses an advanced tariff rate
quota mechanism, providing for a minimum
import price and seasonal constraints on select
commodities such as apples, honey, and
kiwifruit.

The fifth win is that New Zealand has pledged
to change its legislation within 18 months. This
change will provide Indian Geographical
Indication (GI) products with protection such as
that offered by the European Union. As a result,
brands such as Darjeeling tea and Basmati rice
will receive top-quality legal protection in
Oceania.

Securing a South Pacific foothold

Last, this FTA with New Zealand is increasingly
significant, as it creates a geopolitical hedge for
India and opens new markets, with New Zealand
serving as a gateway to Oceania and the Pacific
Island countries (PICs). By adopting New
Zealand’s trade regulations and norms, India
secures a logistical centre and “regulatory
reference point” in the South Pacific. Through
this trade agreement, India demonstrates its
ability to meet Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) standards
and sets a precedent for further negotiations with
other partners. The FTA signals India’s ability to
open and engage in global supply chains while
maintaining a balance between market access
and domestic protection.

0O1Ma. India’s sprint beyond the dairy red line to the Pacific
R T 3TN VT AT W 3T vad &7 Y 31 I FeHA

e Second, this FTA embeds talent mobility as a core economic pillar with the “Yoga and
Maori” reciprocity between the two nations.

efacha, g8 FTA sfarst arferefierar sl voh gog@ 3nfdes st & w9 & wifia axar g, o aat
Rlt & e T 31T AR IREIREaT afAe &

e There are many provisions for human capital outflow, including professional pathways,
youth engagement and bi-directional exchange of traditional medicine.
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SHH AT Yalt FaTg & ToIT S Jraernet 8, fere Ieax 37aey, Jar Heennfordr iR qrufen
RIfSheaT & gfafeer 3erT-ver enfée &

The FTA allows for a separate annual quota of 5,000 professional visas for skilled Indian
professionals in high-skill jobs such as IT, engineering, and health care, with a tenure period
of up to three years.

Ig FTA Fel IR 9RART & T IT, SohferaRier 3R wareey dar si& sea-aleret &1 & iy
¥ 5,000 FRAGT AT T 37797 T YT HIdT &, forgent 37afr AT av dek & Tehar &l

An annual quota of 1,000 work-and-holiday visas will also be permitted for young Indians,
aligning India’s workforce with New Zealand’s age requirements.

gaT HRAT & fw iy a¥ 1,000 F1E-3iR-gedY diam 1 srgafer i & seef, S 1R & wrdarer
Y TYSATolS T 3T RT3 & 3HeT&T FATTI|
Most importantly, it is the first bilateral reciprocity agreement that will allow international

recognition of India’s Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) system
along with the native Maori health practices of New Zealand.

oY HGcd YU, U gl Sidueiey URETReh HASHAT § ST 1R 1 3y, Aver, Farh, Rieer sk
Bt} (AYUSH) SOTTelT & |1 7 giTol s T FeT AT Fareesy auisit 1 Sarser Aeaar
T Y|

Third, the FTA lays down a commitment of capital inflow of around $20 billion over a
period of 15 years in high-priority sectors such as agri-tech and food processing, renewable
energy, education and health-care management, wherein New Zealand’s technology and
capital will be the much-needed catalyst for growth.

I, IE FTA 15 gt by 37arfer & Srarerar 20 37 ste & it fovarer T ufcreerar feiRa sear
ST fHeHT 811 31 1T, SRl ~giTels &l ddheiieh X Uoit faemma & forw smaeaes 3 gl

The mechanics of the pact include the exclusion of fluid milk, cheese, and yogurt from duty
concessions.

FASI T T F o g, TR 3 Gl T Yo NARIdT & J1e< @1 IR |

India will grant progressive market access, on a duty-free basis, for infant formula and high-
value-added dairy products, over a seven-year period, allowing domestic nutritional firms
access to quality raw materials.

HR T aut 1 3rafer 7 Ry 3mer 3R 3e9-7p7 waftha 338 scurel & fow Hihs 79 8 o
HeFd SO’ qgu SeTeT T, FSTad EXe] GO hufardl hi T IO dTel e :m?»ra?ﬁqg?r
Aty

The pact proposes a “Ring Fenced Value Addition Framework” to boost downstream
processing of manufacturing.

I FASAT FATAHTUT & TAF=TURT JEHEHOT 1 Fgrar 3ot & Tov “Rar hes dog v haas”
T IEAT FAT &

Under this agreement, New Zealand firms are permitted to import dairy products from India
duty-free for manufacturing purposes, if 100% of the products are exported out of India.

3 AHSA & T, 7giols T HUTAST T HR A ST 3cdrel I fATFHAIT & Yeeh-Herd IRATT
e T A B, T 100% Icdre; R F faafiey fhe S 81

The pact uses an advanced tariff rate quota mechanism, providing for a minimum import
price and seasonal constraints on select commaodities such as apples, honey, and kiwifruit.

I HASAT Ueh Seald SR I PN dF ST IUAET AT 8, TSI #IeTel# 3T Hed 3R &,
QIEC, AT T S TA T Sedrar o) AFAT gicerer enfde g

The fifth win is that New Zealand has pledged to change its legislation within 18 months.

Tl 3o I8 & foh wggiiels o 18 AT & $fIa< 3r9er Fleret 7 TR el 1 et feAT Bl
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e This change will provide Indian Geographical Indication (Gl) products with protection such
as that offered by the European Union.

Ig IRace HRA ST T (GI) Scarel St JAHRT Fer SiEl T FeTel |
e As aresult, brands such as Darjeeling tea and Basmati rice will receive top-quality legal
protection in Oceania.

58 IRUTHETET ST 91 3R araerd Srae SIA Sist ol ARG F ITI-FA Hlefeit
GR&TT Tee gt

e Through this trade agreement, India demonstrates its ability to meet Organisation for

Foreign investors
dump 160,847 cr.in
April, devaluing rupee

This was the primary reason for the rupee depreciating further, touching

a low of ¥95 a dollar before closing just short of that on Thursday

SE—

MUMBAI

oreign investors
Fsold %60,847 crore

in stocks of Indian
listed companies as of
April 2026, continuing the
two-year trend of capital
outflow, data from the Na-
tional Securities Deposito-
ries Ltd. (NSDL) show.

The outflow makes it
the third in the first four
months of the calendar
year. There was a net in-
flow of 322,615 crore in Fe-
bruary 2026. It was then
followed by the highest ev-
er outflow of more than
1.1 lakh crore in March
2026. The April sell-off is,
however, much lower than
the month before.

In the four months of ca-
lendar year 2026, 1.9 lakh
crore worth of foreign mo-
ney exited from Indian
equities alone.

This is what had prima-
rily led to the rupee touch-
ing a low of 395 a dollar be-
fore closing just short of
that on Thursday. The ru-
pee-dollar pair depreciat-
ed 5.5% between January
2026 and April 2026,
backed by increasing im-
port bills due to the West
Asia crisis and the conti-
nued foreign money out-
flow from domestic capital
markets.

“The interaction bet-

Money matters: The rupee-dollar pair depreciated 5.5% between
January 2026 and April 2026, backed by increasing import bills. AFp

Continued FII
QQ outflow would

mean the
foreign exchange rate
can touch Y96 a dollar

ANINDYA BANERJEE,
Head of Commodity and Currency
Research, Kotak Securities

ween portfolio outflows
and exchange rate move-
ments has exhibited self-
reinforcing dynamics: ru-
pee depreciation reduces
dollar-denominated  re-
turns for foreign investors,
prompting further out-
flows, which in turn exa-
cerbates currency pres-
sures. As India’s
integration with global fi-
nancial markets deepens,
such episodes underscore
the heightened sensitivity
of capital flows to shifts in
global risk sentiment,” the

Ministry of Finance ob-
served in its monthly Eco-
nomic Review.

A continued closure of
the Strait of Hormuz would
mean a heightened oil
price and continued FII
outflow would mean the
foreign exchange rate can
touch ¥96 a dollar. A break
over that would lead to the
rupee depreciating to ¥97 a
dollar, said Anindya Baner-
jee, Head of Commodity
and Currency Research,
Kotak Securities. He furth-
er said that the rupee ap-
preciating more than ¥94.8
is not likely without a “sig-
nificant dip in oil prices.”

The outlook for rupee
and the foreign money’s
sensitivity to India’s fo-
reign exchange rate may
make their immediate re-
turn unlikely in the context
of global geo-politics.

Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) standards and
sets a precedent for further
negotiations with other partners.

39U SR AT & ATETH § AR
anfd« wgahr 3R e gerea
(OECD) & HTeTehT &l qRT &t ehl et
&THAT G T ST § 3R 3T TSeRT
& 1Y AW T AT o folw T
3GTER0T T HAT B

0O1Ma. Foreign investors

dump 60,847 cr. in April,
devaluing rupee

et Adersl o st &
%60,847 S 9, IIY &I
ITHIT

N

e Foreign investors sold
360,847 crore in stocks of Indian
listed companies as of April 2026,
continuing the two-year trend of
capital outflow, data from the
National Securities Depositories
Ltd. (NSDL) show.

el et & 3 2026 d
AR Fefaey el & Rl 7
60,847 F3 FI fasparel I, T ar
el & SR it afgatg T FireT ST
TgT, o {6 NSDL & 37ishs admd &1

e This is what had primarily led
to the rupee touching a low of 295 a
dollar before closing just short of that
on Thursday.

ST HRUT TIAT 95 T STe & ool
T T g

e The rupee-dollar pair
depreciated 5.5% between January
2026 and April 2026, backed by
increasing import bills due to the West
Asia crisis and the continued foreign
money outflow from domestic capital
markets.
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STeTaY 2026 A 31eT 2026 F ST FYAT-3TeR &X 5.5% X 318, STt SRoT gfias TR dwe
A Feo 3T fef 3R fageh it 1 e sfea’e ol

e “The interaction between portfolio outflows and exchange rate movements has exhibited self-
reinforcing dynamics: rupee depreciation reduces dollar-denominated returns for foreign
investors, prompting further outflows, which in turn exacerbates currency pressures.

“DEwifa afgals 3R RfawT av & & gaer teh-g@R AT 9o are 8: d9d i fTRrae & faceh
AT T ST A HaArs Tech 8, Fad 9 iR U fshrerd €, 5@ Ha1 W 3iR gara s &1

DIPAM gives nod for NLC arm’s
listing; 34,000 cr. IPO in FY27

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The Department of Invest-
ment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) has
given the green light for
listing of Neyveli Lignite
Corp. India’s (NLC India)
renewable energy arm,
NLC India Renewables
(NIRL), a senior govern-
ment official privy to the
development told The
Hindu.

The official further said
that NIRLwould be debut-
ing on the bourses with its
#4,000-crore PO within
the ongoing financial year.

“Last week, DIPAM had
given their go-ahead for

NIRL’s debut on the
bourses is premised

on augmenting its
current renewable

energy capacity

the listing of NIRL. We ex-
pect the listing to be com-
pleted within FY 2027 it-
self,” the official stated.

As also confirmed by the
senior official, the latest
development implies that
three of India’s State-
owned mining companies
— Bilaspur-headquartered
South Eastern Coalfields
Ltd. (SECL) and Sambal-
pur-headquartered Maha-
nadi Coalfields Ltd. (MCL),

— and now NIRL, are all set
to hit Dalal Street within
the ongoing financial year.

NLC India’s board had
given its in-principle ap-
proval to list their renewa-
ble energy arm on January
12 this year.

This was in line with the
targets laid out as per the
National Monetisation
Pipeline.

NIRLs debut on the
bourses is premised on
further augmenting its cur-
rent renewable energy ca-
pacity.

The renewable energy
arm of NLC India is eyeing
10.11 GW of renewable ca-
pacity by 2030 and 32 GW
by 2047,

0O1Ma. DIPAM gives nod for NLC
arm’s listing; ¥4,000 cr. IPO in
FY27

DIPAM & NLC & ga1$ FY fafeesr &t
Ho{t &); FY27 3 ¥4,000 F3 FT [PO

e DIPAM gives nod for NLC arm’s
listing; ¥4,000 cr. IPO in FY27.

DIPAM & NLC &I ehrs & fafear &t #Hoflr

&I FY27 & 4,000 F8 &1 IPO|

e The Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management (DIPAM) has
given the green light for listing of Neyveli
Lignite Corp. India’s (NLC India) renewable
energy arm, NLC India Renewables (NIRL),
a senior government official privy to the
development told The Hindu.

foraer 3R grdefas wufer geue @smer

(DIPAM) & Ade fosatge ¥ 34T (NLC India) Fr Aol FaT 5%E NLC India
Renewables (NIRL) #T ffEeaT sl #o{T &1 &, Teh aiss AR T8y o s

FDI easing for foreign firms
with up to 10% Chinese stake to
be notified soon under FEMA

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The decision to ease fo-
reign direct investment
norms for overseas compa-
nies with up to 10% stake in
Chinese companies will be
notified soon under the
FEMA law, a senior govern-
ment official said on Thurs-
day. After that, the changes
will come into effect.

In March, the Union Ca-
binet approved amend-
ments in the press note
(PN) 3 of 2020 under
which foreign companies
having a Chinese share-
holding of up to 10% will be
eligible to invest in India
under the automatic route
across sectors.

However, the relaxed
FDI rules will not apply to
entities registered in Chi-
na/Hong Kong or other
countries sharing land bor-
ders with India.

The government has al-
so decided that FDI propo-
sals in specified sectors/ac-
tivities of manufacturing in
capital goods, electronic
capital goods, electronic
components, polysilicon
and ingot-wafer or any oth-
er sector/activity added by
the committee of secretar-
ies headed by the Cabinet
Secretary will be pro-
cessed within 60 days.

Though the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
has notified these changes,

the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs (DEA) has
not yet notified them.

“The DEA will have to is-
sue the notification under
FEMA (Foreign Exchange
Management Act). It will be
notified very soon. It re-
quires a lot of fine-tuning,”
DPIT Joint Secretary Jai
Prakash Shivahare told re-
porters here.

He added that the de-
partment is working to
identify sub-sectors whose
applications will be pro-
cessed within 60 days.

Mr. Shivahare also in-
formed that total FDI,
which includes reinvested
earnings, has touched
$88.29 billion during April-
February 2025-26.
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O01Ma. FDI easing for foreign
firms with up to 10% Chinese
stake to be notified soon
under FEMA

10% a et TREAerT arelt
el Fufawt & v FDI & &,
Seg FEMA & dgd Jrfagfaa
g

e FDI easing for foreign firms
with up to 10% Chinese stake to be
notified soon under FEMA.

10% d& T ffFlgrY arelr facel
Hufarat & foT FDI 7 i STeg FEMA &
ded g g

e The decision to ease foreign
direct investment norms for overseas
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companies with up to 10% stake in Chinese companies will be notified soon under the FEMA
law, a senior government official said on Thursday.

Teh asE TRHRT ITARRY o g foh DAt dwufaal F 10% T FEer) arel fa2eh sufaat &
forw FDI fr#it 3 et &1 STeg 61 FEMA &eft & dgd JifergfRia fomar smea|

e After that, the changes will come into effect.
38 ST 3 F&elTd o1 gl STeat|

e In March, the Union Cabinet approved amendments in the press note (PN) 3 of 2020 under
which foreign companies having a Chinese shareholding of up to 10% will be eligible to invest
in India under the automatic route across sectors.

AR A FET ARFST A 99 e 3 (2020) F HAUA T FHSY &Y, FrTd dg 10% oI ety
AR arelt fagel shufarar sRa & e e & Ay av Tl

e However, the relaxed FDI rules will not apply to entities registered in China/Hong Kong or
other countries sharing land borders with India.

grefifeh, I &I FDI forarat Te1/gTaTenaT IT 81T o A1 T HAT FTEAT e ared a2t H Gofeped
TEAT3T O oA LT BT

e The government has also decided that FDI proposals in specified sectors/activities of
manufacturing in capital goods, electronic capital goods, electronic components, polysilicon

and ingot-wafer or any other sector/activity added by the committee of secretaries headed by
the Cabinet Secretary will be processed within 60 days.

TIHR = g o 7 T & o Jafiorer 9T, gaaciiore STTI0T, SaFciiae Hukic,
qrenfafaeTer 31T FMe-awT S 8131 & FDI yEarat &t 60 feait & sftay danfara forar sireem|

e Though the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has notified
these changes, the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) has not yet notified them.

grefifeh DPIIT & 3+1 Seeltal a1 AT < fear 8, wifshet 3nfiss Amral @1 fasmer (DEA) = 3ref
o 37 IR wé R g
e “The DEA will have to issue the notification under FEMA (Foreign Exchange
Management Act).
“DEA &I FEMA (Foreign Exchange Management Act) & dgel 3TTEIa=IT STRY et giatt|
It will be notified very soon.

39 Sgd Seq AifUgad fehar s
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01MA | QUIZ

01MA | Hezbollah’s new weapon against Israel: fibre-optic drones honed in Ukraine war

IR ¥ [BaTd Fogears F1 7a1 sRAR: Tea Jou A Fafa wa-3iftes g

Answers to previous q’dition’s quiz:

1. Repeated untreated middle ear OlM a. QUIZ . . .
infections in childhood ¢an lead to e Tinnitus (Persistent Ear Ringing)

long-term hearing problems. True or False. o

Tinnitus refers to the perception of a persistent ringing,

Ans: True 2. A persistent ringing or buzzing
sound in the ears without an external
source is called . Ans: Tinnitus
3. A routine test used to check a person’s
hearing ability? Ans: Audiometry 4. Name
one sign that may suggest a child has
hearing difficulty. Ans: Frequently asking
for repetition/Turning one ear toward
the speaker 5. Hearing loss that develops
after long-term exposure to loud sounds is
called . Ans: Conductive
Visual: Injury to which inner ear structure
would most directly impair the ear’s ability
to convert sound vibrations into signals
transmitted to the brain? Ans: The
cochlea

buzzing, or similar sound in the ears without any external source.

o Itis not a disease but a symptom linked to conditions such as
hearing loss, ear infections, prolonged noise exposure, or age-related
changes.

e Audiometry (Hearing Test)

o Audiometry is a routine clinical test used to evaluate a
person’s hearing ability.

o It measures the ability to hear sounds of varying frequencies
and intensities using specialized equipment like an audiometer.

e Signs of Hearing Difficulty in Children
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One common sign of hearing difficulty in children is frequently asking for

repetition or turning one ear toward the speaker.

Hezbollah’s new weapon against Israel:
fibre-optic drones honed in Ukraine war

Unlike other drones, these small, hard-to-track and potentially lethal weapons are almost impossible to electronically jam; experts say militaries must

either intercept them — difficult due to their size and short flight path — or find a way to sever the nearly invisible cable linking them to the operator

Associated Press
TEL AVIV

ezbollah has
l-l launched a new
weapon  against

northern Israel in the latest
round of fighting: small
drones controlled with
fibre-optic  cables the
width of dental floss that
avoid electronic detection.
These drones - used wide-
ly in the war in Ukraine -
are small, hard to track and
potentially lethal.

Many drones are sus-
ceptible to electronic jam-
ming by air defences. Jam-
ming can cause a drone to
crash or return to its point
of origin.

But fibre-optic drones
are not controlled remote-
ly. They have a thin cable
that connects an operator
directly to the drone, mak-
ing it impossible to elec-
tronically jam.

The drones are not infal-
lible because the wind — or
other drones — can cause
the cables to tangle.

But, “if you know what
you're doing, it’s absolute-
ly deadly,” said Robert Tol-
last, a drone expert and re-
searcher at the Royal
United Services Institute in
London, explaining how
the drone can fly low and
creep up on a target.

Experts say militaries
must either intercept the
drones, which is difficult
due to their small size and
short flight path, or find a
way to snip the nearly in-
visible cable.

Hezbollah - the Iran-

backed militant group in
Lebanon - has mostly
been using the fibre optic
drones on Israeli soldiers
operating in southern Le-
banon or towns on the
border.

Here’s a closer look at
these weapons.

An Israeli military offi-
cial told AP the fibre optic
drones are a relatively new
threat during the latest
round of fighting with Hez-
bollah. Hezbollah seems to
have turned to them be-
cause Israeli air defenses
have been successful
against larger and more
powerful rockets, missiles
and other drones, said the
official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity in
line with military guide-
lines.

Israel  believes  the
drones are made locally
and are easy to produce —
requiring little more than
an off-the-shelf drone, a
small amount of explo-
sives, and transparent wire
that is readily available on
the consumer market, he
said.

He called the drones the
biggest threat to troops in-
side Lebanon but said the
Israeli military is working
on technological solutions.
In the meantime, Israel is
taking measures on the
ground to defend troops,
such as adding nets and
cages to military vehicles.

The fibre-optic drones
are the latest part of a cat-
and-mouse race as Israel’s
high-tech defences race to
intercept new threats, es-

Tried and tested: A Ukrainian made FPV fibre-optic drone is
displayed at a military market place in Kyiv, Ukraine. AP

pecially ones that are less
sophisticated.

Ran Kochav, a former
head of the Israeli mili-
tary’s air defence com-
mand, said Israel is failing
in its attempts to defend
against the fibre-optic
drones.

“They fly very low and
very fast, and are very
small, it’s very difficult to
detect them, and even af-
ter they’re detected, they
are really hard to track,” he
said.

Mr. Kochav said Israel
spent years focusing on
strengthening its air de-
fence systems to improve
protection against rockets
and missiles. But drones
were not seen as a top
priority.

He said Israel should
have been following the ad-
vances in  fibre-optic
drones in the war in Uk-
raine and assumed that

like Russia, other Iranian
allies would eventually use
them.

Throughout the war in
Ukraine, Moscow and Kyiv
have been engaged in a
race to develop new
technology.

Russia pummels Uk-
raine almost nightly with
Shahed long-range attack
drones — originally from
Iran. Although Moscow has
made many improvements
to the drones, some can
still be taken down by elec-
tronic jamming.

Fibre-optic drones were
developed to get around
that problem - although
they do not have the same
range as a drone that uses a
radio link or artificial intel-
ligence to navigate.

In some cases, fibre-op-
tic drones have been re-
corded with cables extend-
ing as far as 31 miles (50
kilometres) said Mr. Tol-

last, the expert in London.

Russia and Ukraine are
using many different types
of drones “at a phenome-
nal scale,” he said.

The fibre-optic drones
are in such wide use that
footage shows front-line
Ukrainian towns coated
with shiny, fishing line-like
strings, resembling mas-
sive spiderwebs shimmer-
ing in the sunlight.

Israel has sufficient fire-
power to intercept drones,
but the key is early detec-
tion, Mr. Kochav said.

He explained that Israel
already has suitable tech-
nology that tracks changes
in light, identifies signals
and communications, and
can recognise the sound of
drone propellers.

But he said these moni-
toring systems haven't
been widely deployed
along the northern border.

Over the past weeks,
Hezbollah has aired videos
through social media plat-
forms and its Al-Manar TV
station of attacks with
these new drones, espe-
cially against Israeli troops
in southern Lebanon.

These attacks have cap-
tured public attention. One
attack killed one Israeli sol-
dier and wounded six oth-
ers, some of them serious-
ly, last weekend. Another
attack, on Tuesday, killed
an Israeli civilian contrac-
tor in southern Lebanon.

In the attack that killed
the soldier, Hezbollah is-
sued a video taken by the
drone until it exploded in
the middle of troops gath-

ering near a vehicle.
Another drone was fired at
the same location as a mili-
tary helicopter landed to
evacuate the wounded but
narrowly missed.

Hezbollah announced
that it began using fibre-op-
tic guided drones for the
first time during the round
of fighting that began
March 2, after using other
types of drones for years.

Israel also has a fleet of
drones that carry out sur-
veillance and attacks,
though not necessarily
with the fibre-optic cables,
to target  Hezbollah
militants.

Zevik Glidai, a 78-year-
old math teacher and vo-
lunteer ambulance driver,
discovered coils of the
translucent fibre-optic ca-
bles surrounding a drone
that crashed into his back-
yard in the northern Israeli
city of Kiryat Shmona on
April 13. He was sitting at
home when he heard a
high-pitched shriek and a
small crash. His neighbour
vyelled the yard was on fire.

The two of them put out
the fire with a garden hose
but noticed something
new: the destroyed drone
was surrounded by loops
and curls of a white thread.

He said the bomb squad
that responded called it a
miracle that nearly 2 kilo-
grams (4.4 pounds) of ex-
plosives failed to detonate.
“They picked up all of the
pieces that they could pick
up, and left me a few opti-
cal fibres as a keepsake.”

01Ma. Hezbollah’s new weapon against Israel: fibre-optic drones honed in
Ukraine war

FIIEd ¥ & Rsgears F1 a1 gRAR: Ta Jou & FFfa wra-3iftes g

e Unlike other drones, these small, hard-to-track and potentially lethal weapons are almost
impossible to electronically jam; experts say militaries must either intercept them — difficult
due to their size and short flight path — or find a way to sever the nearly invisible cable linking
them to the operator.

Heg 3 & A, A BIC, THs H o el dTel JR FHIAd T F G §TAAR 13T FAFel oA
T Y H FIAT HAHT & TAATAT 7 hgalr & o5 1311 Y A1 Y 3¢ AaedT 819 — ST SoTeh DI
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HTHR 3R HA 337 T & HROT HTSeT § — AT T TR T ST AT FTHIT 3G el hr
ICH T LRI GaolT BIaTT|

Hezbollah has launched a new weapon against northern Israel in the latest round of fighting:
small drones controlled with fibre-optic cables the width of dental floss that avoid electronic
detection.

Rsgedrs 2 3 SoRTSe & ATH gTiorr Hay & Ueh 73T §TATR AT fohdT §: BIE ZieT it
e Fard fordel) Il PrEa-3ifeed had & AITT 8 & 3R solaeiae ugareT & sad &
But fibre-optic drones are not controlled remotely.

AfereT wIgaR-AieF 3 g & Aty w1dt 8|

They have a thin cable that connects an operator directly to the drone, making it impossible to
electronically jam.

Zo13] Ueh UcToll haol &Il & Sif 3T o WY 31T & ST &, THaw 3o¢ Soldeifeleh $9 F S
T ITEI &Y ST &

The drones are not infallible because the wind — or other drones — can cause the cables to
tangle.

A 31T QI G 3 oTQl & F 1Tk §aAT — AT 35 3ol — 3oTehl Shalel bl Sl Hebdl o

The drone can fly low and creep up on a target.

QAfehaT “31TR JHTIhT I & foh 39 T Y T¢ €, A Ig TU TG UIeleh &,” el & AT FAes
aﬁ@aéﬁw*sﬁ%&ﬁafﬁéﬂmﬁw,%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁwsﬁa@;ﬁw
&Y & I A T HhelT ¢

Experts say militaries must either intercept the drones, which is difficult due to their small size
and short flight path, or find a way to snip the nearly invisible cable.

TS T gt & T AAT3T Y IT Y 5T ST BT kel BIITT, ST SeTah BIE PR 3 FH 3370
qY & HROT HiSeT 8, AT [T TTITHIT IGRT Shelof I HIeeT T AL GaslT M|

In the meantime, Israel is taking measures on the ground to defend troops, such as adding
nets and cages to military vehicles.

58 &1, oIS STl uX Afent i FRaT & e 3urr T 361 &, S8 Ve argait o) el 3R
IS ofeTTeT|

Russia pummels Ukraine almost nightly with Shahed long-range attack drones — originally
from Iran.

T oTITHIT G I Fohod IX ST U 37T AR el g8 & T § gl AT & |

Fibre-optic drones were developed to get around that problem — although they do not have
the same range as a drone that uses a radio link or artificial intelligence to navigate.

BISe-3HITCee 31T $H HHAEAT 1 g el & forC A faa foru are, gretifen gevehr Lot X3t ar
T3S TR SleT foidit sTgT gieit |

In some cases, fibre-optic drones have been recorded with cables extending as far as 31
miles (50 kilometres), said Mr. Tollast, the expert in London.

TS HIHC 7 BISaR-3i{Cee 3ef 1 el 31 #lrer (50 Rralelex) o oidl &t &1 18 8, vieat &
IS eleliEe o FaT|
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01MA | Kerala starts programme to restore sacred groves

FIel o I 3UEE! HY TAEAT FIA & fw FRiFA o4& B

01MA | Tigress, four cubs die in past two weeks at Kanha Tiger Reserve
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India’s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch’s most invasive weed into
marine fuel

R HT Tge It AYATS Tollc FTo HT Ta@ ATHIAT G $T THAT SUA H qGaom

Forest workers launch indefinite
stir at Bandipur against outsourcing

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Temporary forest workers
began an indefinite strike
at the Bandipur National
Park in Chamarajnagar dis-
trict of Karnataka on
Thursday, calling for an
end to the outsourcing sys-
tem and seeking direct
wage payments from the
Forest Department.

The strike comes amid
concerns over forest fires
during the peak summer
season.

The agitating workers,
engaged in wildlife and ter-
ritorial divisions, said they
had earlier staged a protest
in November last year, af-
ter which the government
assured them their de-
mands would be consi-
dered. However, no action
had been taken so far, and
hence they had resumed

. Neno g
w-'kf“"‘")-
vy ARO

SAnoug S Te

anehhood woes: Forest staff hold a protest at the Bandipur
National Park in Karnataka on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

their agitation.

In a statement, A.M.
Nagaraju, the president of
the Karnataka State Forest
Department Wildlife Units
Daily Wage and Contract
Workers’ Association, al-
leged that although the
Forest Minister had shown

willingness to address their
concerns, senior officials
had failed to follow them
through. “We have protest-
ed twice before, but noth-
ing has changed beyond
verbal assurances. This
time, the strike will conti-
nue until we receive a writ-

ten commitment from the
government,” he said.

‘Salaries delayed’
Mr. Nagaraju said that until
2017, wages and benefits
were given under a welfare
framework, but the system
was later replaced by a ten-
der-based outsourcing mo-
del in which payments
were made through the
agencies. “Since then,
workers have faced delays
in salary payments and dif-
ficulty accessing benefits.
We want this system
scrapped,” he said.
Association vice-presi-
dent S.S. Harish expressed
concern over the govern-
ment’s move to initiate a
fresh one-year contract
process from April 1, stat-
ing that it would further
complicate the existing is-
sues instead of resolving
them.

O01Ma. Forest workers launch
indefinite stir at Bandipur
against outsourcing

g HfFAY ¥ 3m3cafiaT &
f&rare aidiqR & srfafRaasrelter
reYereT & forar

Bandipur National Park in
Chamarajnagar district of Karnataka

01Ma. Kerala starts
programme to restore sacred
groves

I F 9T 3uaal Fr
TEdifT F & v FRiEA

S

Uw har

e The Kerala State Biodiversity

Board (KSBB) has initiated a pilot restoration programme for sacred groves in collaboration

with the local Biodiversity Management Committees.

Kerala starts programme
to restore sacred groves

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala State Biodiver-
sity Board (KSBB) has in-
itiated a pilot restoration
programme for sacred
groves in collaboration
with the local Biodiversity
Management Committees.
Five sacred groves have
been selected from Ezhik-
kara in Ernakulam, Pattan-
chery in Palakkad, Villiap-
pally in Kozhikode, Iritty in
Kannur, and Uduma in
Kasaragod for the initial
phase of the project.

‘Kavu nurseries’

The major activities under
the project include biodi-
versity assessment of the
groves and identification of
endangered and invasive
species, establishment of
‘kavu nurseries’ for propa-
gating sacred grove plant
species, bio-fencing using

Green hub: A sacred grove in Kerala. H. vIBHU

native plants, removal of
invasive species and plastic
waste, and rejuvenation of
ponds in sacred groves.
The programme will be
funded by the board and
the respective local bodies.

Sacred groves (or ‘ka-
vus’) are culturally protect-
ed ecosystems that sup-
port rare, endemic and
medicinal plant species
and help conserve soil and
water.

“However, due to deve-
lopmental pressures and
changing  socio-cultural
practices, many of these
groves are declining in ex-
tent and  ecological
health,” an official said.

For ecological restora-
tion, over a hundred native
and threatened plant spe-
cies have been identified,
and nearly 3,000 saplings
will be planted at the se-
lected sites.

I T Ag [Afxyar g (KSBB) &
T oha Rfrerar yeve afafaai &
eI § ufd 39asi & forw U qrrere
YATATI FRAFH U fhar g

e Five sacred groves have been

selected from Ezhikkara in Ernakulam,
Pattanchery in Palakkad, Villiappally in

Kozhikode, Iritty in Kannur, and Uduma in

Kasaragod for the initial phase of the
project.

ARENSTAT & IRIAS =0T & T weltepers &

UTRFHRI, TaFHs & IgeaTal, Fifghs &
fafeermaed, Fey ¥ 3R, iR Frawes

& 3GAT { Ure 9T 39ae ot 1T |

‘Kavu nurseries’

g AALY

e The major activities under the

project include biodiversity assessment of
the groves and identification of endangered

and invasive species, establishment of
‘kavu nurseries’ for propagating sacred
grove plant species, bio-fencing using
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native plants, removal of invasive species and plastic waste, and rejuvenation of ponds in
sacred groves.

RS & e 9HE arfafaferdt # suaat i st fafaerar w1 smwerer, geavr 3k smEerE
YSATrat Y g, 9T 3 Gl & THR o o srg ey it TUrae, Far gt & arat-
ST, 3TehHe Tiicral 3R cenf¥ea FaR i gTaT, TUT 3Tl & dTcs] Sl JeTstiaet AT &

e Sacred groves (or ‘kavus’) are culturally protected ecosystems that support rare, endemic and
medicinal plant species and help conserve soil and water.

afae 3Ua (F19) Tl T § faT arREATaIht o § it gerer, Tarfares 3 sitwefar oet
&1 AT X & AR AT TuT sTer WaTor F A A ¢

e “However, due to developmental pressures and changing socio-cultural practices, many of
these groves are declining in extent and ecological health,” an official said.

U RSN o e, “glelifer, e & gama 3R agord arenfors- | fas 4T3t & T 3o
391 T &A% IR qIRfEufas saeeg g @ el

Tigress, four cubs die in past two
weeks at Kanha Tiger Reserve

BHOPAL

A tigress and her four cubs
died in Madhya Pradesh’s
Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR)
in the past two weeks, with
the mother and a cub pass-
ing away on Wednesday,
officials said.

So far, 27 tigers died in
the State in 2026.

The five animals died
due to a lung infection,
prompting the State’s wil-
dlife officials to launch an
investigation into the
deaths as they suspect an
outbreak of canine distem-
per virus (CDV), which
spreads through dogs.

According to officials,
the 10-year-old female tiger
and her 18-month-old cub
had been under quaran-
tine since April 26 and died
during treatment.

The two had been tran-
quillised and brought in for

So far, 27 tigers have died in
Madhya Pradesh in 2026.

treatment after three of
her cubs were found dead
between April 17 and 25 in
the Sarhi range of KTR.

CDV confirmed
Chief Wildlife Warden
Samita Rajora told The Hin-
du that the presence of
CDV had been confirmed
in the third cub that was
found dead while samples
of the mother and a cub
who died on Wednesday
had been sent for testing.
“The first two carcasses
were found late in decom-
posed state and the local

officials initially suspected
that since their mother was
sick and could not hunt,
they had died of starva-
tion. But when the third
cub was found, I was coin-
cidentally there and sus-
pected that this could be
something serious,” Ms.
Rajora said, adding that the
carcass of the third cub
was sent to School Of Wil-
dlife Forensic And Health
(SWFH), Jabalpur.

Ms. Rajora said the
SWFH found that the cub
was suffering from severe
respiratory issues, heat
strokes and pneumonic
conditions, and confirmed
the presence of CDV.

She said various preven-
tive measures had been ta-
ken in the area to curb the
spread of the virus in other
tigers and animals and that
regular monitoring was be-
ing conducted to keep an
eye on them.

O1Ma. Tigress, four cubs die
in past two weeks at Kanha
Tiger Reserve

Flegl e3R Nod # Rea ar
gFal & a1fee 3R IR gt fY
At

e Atigress and her four cubs
died in Madhya Pradesh’s Kanha
Tiger Reserve (KTR) in the past two
weeks, with the mother and a cub
passing away on Wednesday,
officials said.

ORI ¥ T Toh 7L 9SA
FTeel eI Rerd (KTR) & Rserar
gl H Ueh a1fee 3R 38 I ATaeh!
&1 AT g 718, 5T# A7 3R v s
aﬁrﬁfawaﬁgél

e Sofar, 27 tigers have died in
the State in 2026.

379 e 2026 F T H 27 arEt i
Hid g T &l

e The five animals died due to

a lung infection, prompting the State’s wildlife officials to launch an investigation into the
deaths as they suspect an outbreak of canine distemper virus (CDV), which spreads
through dogs.

$e7 9Tat STAaRT Y AT SHS & FHAV A g3, [1Ah 516 Tod & Togoiia AR = ST q&
6, FAfh 375 Fetrger BEET aARH (CDV) & ThIT T HAg ¢, S Fal & ATH & therdr 81

e Ms. Rajora said the SWFH found that the cub was suffering from severe respiratory issues,
heat strokes and pneumonic conditions, and confirmed the presence of CDV.

TSART &1 gl foh SWFH o7 91T o g 38R el WAEansit, e ¥ea 3R e st
Reurfar & 3 2r 3R Wl v gice |
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India’s first green methanol plant to turn
Kutch’s most invasive weed into marine fuel

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A plant that has been
ranked as one of the “top
100 invasive species in the
world” and has for decades
threatened biodiversity in
Kutch’s Banni grasslands,
may soon be harnessed for
the production of green
methanol and fuel for
ocean-going ships.

The Mexican-origin
shrub called Prosopis juli-
flora, known as Gando Ba-
val in the region, Vilayati
Keekar in North India and
Seemai Karuvelam in Ta-
mil, has crowded out na-
tive grasses over thousands
of kilometres in Kutch. The
plant was first introduced
by the British in the 1920s
to ‘green’ Delhi and by the
Gujarat Forest Department
in 1961 to halt the en-
croaching salt desert in the
Rann. This weed is to be-
come the feedstock for In-

O1Ma. India’s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch’s most invasive weed

Prosopis juliflora has crowded out native grasses over thousands of
kilometres in Kutch. FILE PHOTO

dia’s first green methanol
production plant.
Methanol is used as a
fuel in shipping often as a
replacement to what is
called ‘bunker oil’. Con-
ventional methanol is pro-
duced from fossil fuels
such as gas or coal gasifica-
tion. Green methanol uses
biomass from agricultural
residue as source material
as in the case with the juli-

into marine fuel

HRA FT Ggell fIT AYATel T FTO T TN ATHTHS UTH HT THAN §e0eT 7 Feaam

flora.

The project, sited at the
Deendayal Port Authority
(DPA) in Kandla, will pro-
duce five tonnes of metha-
nol a day and is being built
by Pune-based Thermax
Energy with gasification
technology from Vadoda-
ra’s Ankur Scientific, and
will be owned by the port
authority. Both companies
are betting that the Go-

vernment of India’s policy
to convert ports along the
western coast into “green
ports” will create demand
for a fuel that the global
shipping industry is being
obliged to adopt under In-
ternational Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) rules.

Greenhouse gas cuts
Methanol made from re-
newable feedstocks can
cut a vessel’s COz emissions
by up to 95% and NOx (ni-
trogen oxides) by up to
80%, according to the
Methanol Institute, while
eliminating sulphur oxides
and particulate matter.
Ankur Jain, who heads
Ankur Scientific, said his
company’s role lies in the
first stage of a two-step
process. “The starting
point for most fuels and
chemicals is going to be
syngas because syngas typ-
ically has hydrogen, CO
and CO2,” he told The Hin-

du. Gasification, he ex-
plained, sits between com-
bustion and pyrolysis.
“You are heating it in the
absence of oxygen, taking
it out, improving its quali-
ty, burning them a bit and
then breaking them down
into hydrogen and CO (car-
bon monoxide) or syngas,”
he said. Thermax will han-
dle the second step, con-
verting that syngas into
methanol.

“It [juliflora) is one of
the best feedstocks be-
cause it is hardwood,
dense, has a good energy
profile, and low in acids,”
Mr Jain said, adding Guja-
rat already wants the spe-
cies cleared. The plant will
be certified to run on other
agricultural residues such
as bagasse and cotton
stalk, which Mr. Jain esti-
mates could, at their maxi-
mum potential, displace
up to a third of India’s oil
imports.

¢ India’s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch’s most invasive weed into marine fuel.

HRA T G Aef AYeATel TAIC FTs hl Hod HTHTHS ST hT FHAT SeT & qeola|

e A plant that has been ranked as one of the “top 100 invasive species in the world” and has for
decades threatened biodiversity in Kutch’s Banni grasslands, may soon be harnessed for the
production of green methanol and fuel for ocean-going ships.

Teh gt TSI g i e 100 smshees gonfal & anfarer fovam aram & 3R forae gt &
m%aﬂm%mﬁm%ﬁmﬁmq@mﬁ,mmﬂuﬁaaﬂtmﬁrm
% ST F 3cUTe & forT 3UFNeT fohar SITea|

e The Mexican-origin shrub called Prosopis juliflora, known as Gando Baval in the region,
Vilayati Keekar in North India and Seemai Karuvelam in Tamil, has crowded out native
grasses over thousands of kilometres in Kutch.

AfFF! 7ot 1 ST W farra, 5 & 7 a17e) arae, 307 7R & fard 9 31k
AT 7 HATE FIATH FgT ATAT S, o FTO H §oIRT [hailHIey doh TATHIT TTET bl Ged T fear
gl

e The plant was first introduced by the British in the 1920s to ‘green’ Delhi and by the Gujarat
Forest Department in 1961 to halt the encroaching salt desert in the Rann.

39 dIY T ggell IR 1920 & &2Aeh & 37l eaRT feeell I &M Fllal & foIw 3R 1961 & JoRTd
T TASTeT CaRT 70T 7 ol sTHeh IAEATT bt Aol o TelT 1T 917 2T

e This weed is to become the feedstock for India’s first green methanol production plant.

Ig 9 379 AR & Tgeol AT AYSTTeT ScqIee Celie & oI FeaT ATel 9191
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Methanol is used as a fuel in shipping often as a replacement to what is called ‘bunker oil’.
AYAT T 3UART FRARIT F o171 & T H I §, S 379FER doh 3T T fahed gIaT ¢
Conventional methanol is produced from fossil fuels such as gas or coal gasification.

JRURS AYATe 3G AT FITer F FHHI0T S STard ST & §a7 ST &

Green methanol uses biomass from agricultural residue as source material as in the case with
the juliflora.

fter AYATer HIY AN & e TRNART T STINT AT 8, ST 1o STAFART & AHA A &

The project, sited at the Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) in Kandla, will produce five tonnes of
methanol a day and is being built by Pune-based Thermax Energy with gasification
technology from Vadodara’s Ankur Scientific, and will be owned by the port authority.

g IRAISTAT FisaT & eTgaTed NE JYTRE (DPA) H A §, S ufafea 5 eot AY=TeT 7
ScdTet e R 38 AT vaslt (qor) TUT IFR Asfelhe (F8ie) qary samr S Wwr R, S
ST FQATHT NE IATREY & a1 g

Both companies are betting that the Government of India’s policy to convert ports along the
western coast into “green ports” will create demand for a fuel that the global shipping industry
is obliged to adopt under International Maritime Organization (IMO) rules.

Sl Ul AT & 3 IR TR T gRa#) de F de@mel F1 i 9 aa= frAfa a0
ST h1 AT 9N, TSI afRaen TATIIT 3T T FARAET FHEY WIS (IMO) o 5@t & dAge
3TTATAT g1 |

Greenhouse gas cuts

AAe3w At & FAY

Methanol made from renewable feedstocks can cut a vessel's CO2 emissions by up to 95%
and NOx (nitrogen oxides) by up to 80%, according to the Methanol Institute, while eliminating
sulphur oxides and particulate matter.

ANFIONT FidT T §oF AUATST ¥ STETST & CO2 Icqated H 95% oo 3 NOx & 80% ek Y 31T
TRl &, T & e HTFa1ss 3R FHoT g8 FaATd g T 8

“The starting point for most fuels and chemicals is going to be syngas because syngas
typically has hydrogen, CO and CO2,” he told The Hindu.

Segie) g, SRR Serelt 3 T 1 TR g Ria R e (Ridken g &, ot
gI8sIaT, CO 3R CO2 I &1

Gasification, he explained, sits between combustion and pyrolysis.

Sogiel adraT o AAERoT gt 3Ry fde & &g Hr afmar gl

“You are heating it in the absence of oxygen, taking it out, improving its quality, burning them
a bit and then breaking them down into hydrogen and CO (carbon monoxide) or syngas,” he
said.

3egiel hgl, ‘S JHTeFIsTeT Y Ireqafeufer ¥ a1 3 ST ¥, T 3ThT I[0TardT UReAT ArsT
ST ST & 3R 3 g 3k Co a1 R & der srar g1

Thermax will handle the second step, converting that syngas into methanol.

AHw qE =0T I HeTelaT, Torea fHde 1 Ay=Ater & sger Seam|

“It [juliflora] is one of the best feedstocks because it is hardwood, dense, has a good energy
profile, and low in acids,” Mr Jain said, adding Gujarat already wants the species cleared.

il o g, “SITAFRT Had 3Tees PISEEle & § Teh § Fifeh g HhoR, Tell AR Fofl T NG &
AT SEH 3l A §,” IR TR el ¥ S GeToAT =16l 8
The plant will be certified to run on other agricultural residues such as bagasse and cotton

stalk, which Mr. Jain estimates could, at their maximum potential, displace up to a third of
India’s oil imports.
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