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01Ma.Railway Minister 
flags off first Jammu-

Srinagar direct train 

                      -
                           
      

 Railway Minister flags 
off first Jammu-Srinagar direct 
train. 

                      -      
                            

 Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on 
Thursday flagged off the first 
direct train service between 
Jammu city and Srinagar city, 
describing it as “India‟s first 
experience with railway 
operations at such high 
altitudes”, and “a 
gamechanger for the region‟s 
economy”. 

                                
                   औ                                                        औ      “     
                                           ”     “                               ”        

 J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah called it “a historic day”. 

     -                  उ                  “               ”        
 “The introduction of the expanded Vande Bharat service further strengthens this historic 

corridor, improving travel comfort, meeting rising passenger demand, and reinforcing all-
weather connectivity between Jammu and Srinagar,” Mr. Vaishnaw said, crediting Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for realising the dream of railway connectivity in the Kashmir Valley. 

             , “                                                        औ               , 
                       ,                          औ      -                                   
          ,” औ                                                  
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01Ma. „No western clothes‟: Jain temple 
prescribes dress code for women 

 „                    ‟:                             

                      

 „No western clothes‟: Jain temple prescribes dress 
code for women. 

 „                ‟:                                              

      
 The Digambar Jain temple in Uttar Pradesh‟s 

Baghpat has issued a dress code for women devotees, asking 
them to avoid “western outfits”, wear “modest clothes” and 
cover their heads while entering the temple premises. 

                                                              

                    ,            “           ”        , “     
   ”       औ                                                 

 In a notice issued a few days ago, the temple 
management said women should not enter the temple in “half-
pants, bermudas, mini skirts, or western outfits such as jeans 
and tops”. 

                                                          “    

   ,       ,                  -                    ”             
               

 The temple in Baraut village is a prominent centre of the Digambar Jain tradition and houses 
an idol of Parshvanath. 

                                                        औ                                    
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01Ma. Shah to attend first-ever exposition of Buddha‟s relics on Ladakh visit 

                                                               

 “He [Mr. Shah] will be paying respects to the holy relics of Lord Buddha tomorrow [May 1] on 
the occasion of the 2,569th Buddha Purnima. 

 “   [      ]    [1   ] 2,569                                                         
                      

 This is Mr. Shah‟s first visit since street protests over the demands of Statehood and inclusion 
in the Sixth Schedule left four protesters dead and over 80 injured last September. 

                                                           औ                               
                                                 औ  80                      

 The Centre has already announced May 22 as a fresh date to resume Delhi-Ladakh talks on 
the demands of the Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance, conglomerates of 

socio-religious-political groups of the region. 

                22            -                                                   ,              

     औ                                            
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 Meanwhile, five more districts have been created in the region, in an apparent outreach 
ahead of the talks. 

       ,                                                               
 

 

 
01Ma. What happened to Komagata Maru passengers in 1914? 

1914                                         ?  

In the spring of 1914 / 1914            

 In the spring of 1914, a Japanese steamship called the Komagata Maru sailed from Hong 

Kong toward Vancouver, British Columbia, carrying 376 passengers: 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims, 
and 12 Hindus from Punjab in British India. 

1914           ,                                                     ,                      
         ,       376        : 340    , 24       , औ  12      ,                               

 They were British subjects hoping to build new lives in Canada. 

               ,                                              
 What awaited them was a two-month standoff in the harbour, a brutal denouement on the 

docks of Calcutta, and a place in the history of both India‟s anti-colonial movement and 
Canada‟s long reckoning with its own past. 

                                        ,                            , औ          
औ                                                                                   

Why was Punjab central to events leading up to the voyage? /                                     
        ? 

 By 1914, Punjab had become the primary recruiting ground for the British Indian Army. 

1914   ,                                                         
 The British had cultivated Punjab as a loyal province populated by a “martial race,” but the 

relationship was both lopsided and extractive. 

                   “          ”                                               ,                

         औ               
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 Rapid agricultural growth combined with easy credit had created a crisis of rural 
indebtedness, and epidemics of malaria and plague in the early 1900s pushed families toward 
emigration as the only way out. 

                   औ       ऋ           ऋ                         , औ  1900            

                                                                         
 Among those who left were the founders of the Ghadar movement, established in 1913 

among expatriate Punjabis on the U.S. West Coast, dedicated to the armed overthrow of 
British rule in India. 

                                      ,    1913                                               
                         औ                                                           
    

 The Komagata Maru voyage was freighted with this politics from the start. 

                                                          
 Ghadar activists boarded the ship in Yokohama, delivering lectures and distributing anti-

colonial literature, and British intelligence was watching closely. 

                                                            औ  औ                       

           ,                                      

What led to the stando•? /                      ? 

 The voyage was organised by Gurdit Singh, a Punjabi entrepreneur based in Singapore, 
who chartered the ship specifically to challenge Canada‟s exclusionary laws. 

                                                                    ,                     
                                                                        

 Canada had enacted a “continuous journey regulation” in 1908, barring entry to anyone 
who had not travelled by a single unbroken journey from their country of birth, while also 
pressuring shipping companies not to sell direct tickets from India. 

         1908    “             ”             ,                                           
                                                      , औ                                 
                                  

 When the ship arrived at Vancouver‟s Burrard Inlet on May 23, 1914, immigration officials 

refused to let it dock. 

23    1914                                         ,                                          
                   

 Prime Minister Robert Borden kept the ship anchored off•shore, cutting off communication 

and stalling proceedings. 

                                                       ,                   औ                  

      
 The local South Asian community raised over $20,000 to take over the ship‟s charter and 

hired a lawyer to bring a test case, but the British Columbia Court of Appeal unanimously 

upheld the discriminatory laws. 

                                                        $20,000               औ     

                ,                                                                       
    ठ       

 Officials then withheld food and water. 

                           औ                 
 On July 19, an armed police force of 150 men attempted to board the ship; the passengers 

fought them off. 
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19          150                                                       ,                      
          

 Borden dispatched a naval cruiser. 

                               
 Only 22 passengers, mostly those who could prove prior Canadian residence, were ultimately 

permitted to disembark. 

           22                                ,                                              
             

 The ship departed under escort on July 23. 

23                                       
 British colonial authorities, suspicious of the passengers‟ politics, refused to let the ship dock 

in Hong Kong or Singapore. 

      औ                                                                            
                        ठ                

 When it finally anchored near Calcutta in late September, police tried to force the exhausted 

passengers onto trains bound for Punjab. 

                                            ,                                                    
     ठ                  

 They refused, marched toward the city, and were fired upon. 

                 ,                    , औ                        
 Twenty passengers were killed; many more were imprisoned. 

                 औ                             
 Gurdit Singh evaded capture for years before surrendering in 1920 and serving five years in 

prison. 

                                          ,     1920                  औ                  
      

What happened when the ship returned to India? /                             ? 

 In the aftermath, the Ghadar movement surged in recruitment. 

                                  
 Some members returned to Punjab in 1915 to attempt an armed uprising, which failed due to 

informers and mass arrests. 

         1915                                             ,               औ                
                                

 An apology delivered at a community festival by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2008 was 

rejected by many as insu•cient. 

                           2008                                                             
 It took until 2016 for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to deliver a formal apology on the floor of 

the House of Commons. 

2016                  ,                            उ  ऑ           औ                
 The Komagata Maru remains a sharp demonstration of what colonial subjects had long 

understood: that the British Empire‟s promises of equal subjecthood were never meant for 

everyone. 

                                               औ                                 :    
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01Ma. A century after 

legal recognition, 
workers still lack real 
protection 

                        
                        

            

 In 1918, Bahman 
Pestonji Wadia founded the 
Madras Labour Union, 

India‟s first trade union with 
regular membership and a 
relief fund, established to 
address what he called the 
“mal-treatment of workers” 

by European officers. 

1918   ,                     
                              
  ,                  औ  
                           
             ,             
                              
                     “         ” 
                              

      
 The union he helped 

build was, in the eyes of 
British common law, a 

conspiracy to restrain trade. 

                          , 
                            
                        
          

 In 1921, a Madras court put a price on the act of organising workers against unfair working 

conditions. 

1921   ,                                                                 ठ               
                     

 £2,000 was awarded against Wadia and fellow unionists for leading a strike against the 
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills. 

       औ                                                                              
                   £2,000                       

 One of the union leaders, Vengal Chakkarai Chettiar, told the judge in open court: “I am an 
evangelical worker for the Wesley Mission. I am getting ₹10 per week, with which I am living. 

I have only my clothes, which I am wearing, and a few spare clothes at home. If necessary, I 
will remove my clothes and give them to the court. But the amount of compensation ordered 
by you cannot be recovered from me. At the same time, I cannot be stopped from working for 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

the trade union of workers. Even if my clothes are removed in execution of a decree, I will 
continue to work for the trade union by wearing my loincloth. If necessary, we will go for work 
stoppages to win our demands.” 

                                                                         : “                 
                                          ₹10         ,                                      

                                 औ                                          ,                 
                                                                                         
            ,                                                                                 
                            ,                                                                

         ,                                                      ” 
 By 1921, India had hundreds of trade unions, yet not one had legal recognition. 

1921                                ,                                         
 N.M. Joshi, co-founder and General Secretary of the All-India Trade Union Congress 

(AITUC), understood the specific nature of the problem. 

  .  .     , ऑ -                         (AITUC)      -        औ         ,             
                          

 In March 1921, the same month as the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills judgment, he moved a 
resolution in the Central Legislative Assembly recommending that the government 

introduce legislation to register and protect trade unions. 

     1921   ,                                                   ,                           
                                                          औ                                
                  

 Five years of legal and political pressure followed before the Act was finally passed in 1926. 

                   औ                             1926                            
 The Royal Commission on Labour in India, reporting in 1931, described what the struggle 

had been for: to give trade unions the necessary protection from civil suits and criminal laws 
relating to conspiracy to enable them to carry on their legitimate activities. 

                       ,       1931                        ,                            :     

                         औ                                                           
                                         

Letter and spirit /     औ        

 The Trade Union Act of 1926 emerged from five years of sustained pressure from the labour 

movement, from nationalist leaders who understood that organised workers were essential to 
the freedom struggle, sharpened by the colonial state‟s calculation that legal frameworks for 
managing workers‟ grievances were safer than the revolutionary alternative. 

                  , 1926                                               ,             
                                        ठ                                    , औ  
औ                                                                                      
                                         

 Section 18 of the Act answered the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills judgment directly: “No 

suit or other legal proceeding shall be maintainable in any Civil Court against any registered 
Trade Union or any office-bearer or member thereof in respect of any act done in 
contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute” including inducing breach of employment 
contract, or interfering with the employer‟s trade or business. 

                18                                                   : “                    
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                             ,                                                             

           ”,                                                                               

    
 Section 17 addressed the criminal threat: no office-bearer or member of a registered union 

shall be liable under the IPC‟s criminal conspiracy provision, Section 120B, for 

agreements made to further legitimate union objects, “unless the agreement is an agreement 
to commit an offence.” 

     17                                :                                              

                             120B                            ,                       

                                     , “                                               

   ” 
 By 1928, the Girni Kamgar Union in Bombay had over 70,000 members. 

1928   ,                                 70,000                          
 That year saw 203 strikes involving over five lakh workers. 

       203                                                  
 The left wing of the labour movement, strengthened by the Act‟s protections, was growing fast 

and fusing with nationalist politics, as it had in 1908, when Bombay‟s workers struck for six 
days over Lokmanya Tilak‟s imprisonment. 

                        ,                                    ,                   औ  
                                  ,         1908                                             

                                               
 The Meerut conspiracy case arrested 33 labour organisers, men working openly, in unions 

the 1926 Act had made legal, and charged them not under Section 120B, where the Act‟s 
immunity held, but under sedition provisions the Act had never touched. 

                    33                                ,                             ,    

                 1926                           , औ             120B                     

                                  ,                                   
 The Trade Disputes Bill banned sympathetic strikes, built in notice periods long enough to 

make sustained action practically impossible, and made illegal any strike that extended 
beyond a purely industrial dispute. 

                                                    ,                                     

                               , औ                                             औ       

                  
 What had electrified Indian politics since 1908, the joining of workers‟ grievances to nationalist 

ones, was now a criminal act. 

   1908                                    ,                                                  , 
                           

 Motilal Nehru named it plainly: “the Slavery of India Bill.” 

                               “                       ”      
 The Public Safety Bill went further, giving the executive power to act not on what people did 

but on what they were deemed to intend, with the Governor General as judge of intention. 

                               ,                                                           
                             ,                                      

 On October 30, 1928, months before the bills came to a vote, Lala Lajpat Rai, who had 
presided over the AITUC‟s founding session in 1920, led a peaceful protest in Lahore 
against the all-British Simon Commission. 

30        1928   ,                               ,               ,         1920    AITUC 
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                            ,                                                            
                      

 Police Superintendent James Scott ordered a lathi charge. 

                           ठ                    
 That same evening, still standing, he addressed the crowd at Mochi Gate: “I declare that the 

blows struck at me today will be the last nails in the coffin of British rule in India.” 

       ,             ,                                               : “                        

                                                                       ” 
 Three months before that analysis, on April 8, 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt 

threw smoke bombs and leaflets from the visitors‟ gallery of the Central Legislative 
Assembly. 

                            , 8      1929   ,          औ                                    
                      औ            

 The pamphlet named three provocations: the Meerut arrests, the bills, and the death of 
Lajpat Rai. 

                            :                 ,       , औ                      
 Dutt was transported to the Cellular Jail in the Andamans to serve a life sentence. 

                                                            
 In 2020, during a Monsoon Session of Parliament conducted under pandemic restrictions, 

with the Opposition protesting procedural irregularities, the government passed four labour 
codes consolidating 29 existing laws. 

2020   ,                                                         ,                    

                              ,          29                                                  
           

 One of them, the Industrial Relations Code 2020, absorbed the Trade Union Act 1926. 

          , औ                    2020,                       1926                    
 It came into force on November 21, 2025. 

   21       2025              
 The new Code preserves Sections 16 and 17, successors to the 1926 Act‟s immunity 

provisions, in language almost identical to the original. 

               16 औ  17                  ,    1926                                         
  , औ                                  

 To be recognised as such, a negotiating union must now demonstrate 51% support among 

workers on the muster roll. 

                       ,                                                         51% 

                        
 Section 62 requires 60 days‟ notice before a strike can begin, four times the 15 days the 

1929 Trade Disputes Act demanded, the bill Motilal Nehru had already called the “Slavery 

of India Bill.” 

     62                                  60                      ,    1929              

                       15                         ,                           “              
         ”             

 Workers cannot strike during conciliation proceedings, or for seven days after, or during 
Tribunal proceedings, or for 60 days after those conclude. 

                        ,                 ,                                               

        60                                
 The words „gig‟ and „platform‟ do not appear once in the Industrial Relations Code 2020. 

„   ‟ औ  „        ‟     औ                    2020                        
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 NITI Aayog estimated 7.7 million platform workers in 2020. 

             2020    7.7                                        
 They are legally classified as independent contractors. 

                                                             

 The Fairwork India Report 2024 assessed 11 major platforms operating in India and found 

that none recognised a collective body of workers or a trade union. 

                      2024                   11                            औ               
                                  ठ                                   

 Four States have now passed social security laws for platform workers, welfare benefits 

designed, with some care, to make the struggle for collective bargaining seem unnecessary.  

                                                                      ,                    

                                                                           
 

01Ma. QUIZ: Meaning of „Fuhrer‟ and its Use for Hitler 

Meaning of the Word „Fuhrer‟ 

 The German word “Fuhrer” literally means “leader” or 
“guide.” It is derived from the verb führen, which means “to lead.” In 

general usage, it can refer to any leader or person who guides others.  

Use in Context of Adolf Hitler 

 Adolf Hitler adopted the title “Fuhrer” to establish himself as 
the supreme and unquestioned leader of Nazi Germany. After the death 
of President Paul von Hindenburg in 1934, Hitler merged the offices of 
President and Chancellor, assuming absolute power.  

The Munich Putsch (1923) 

 The Munich Putsch (Beer Hall Putsch) was a failed coup 
attempt by Adolf Hitler in November 1923 to overthrow the Weimar 
Republic. 

 Exploiting political instability and economic crisis, Hitler tried to 
seize power in Bavaria. The attempt was quickly suppressed by police, 

leading to his arrest. 

 He was sentenced for treason and jailed, where he wrote Mein Kampf and later shifted to 

constitutional methods to gain power. 

The Third Reich (1933–1945) 

 The Third Reich refers to the totalitarian dictatorship established by Adolf Hitler in Germany 

from 1933 to 1945. After becoming Chancellor, Hitler consolidated power through laws like 
the Enabling Act, eliminating democracy.  

 The regime promoted extreme nationalism, racial ideology, and expansionism. It suppressed 
opposition, controlled the media, and led to World War II and the Holocaust. 

1936 Olympics and World War II Impact 

 The 1936 Olympics, held in Berlin, were used by the Nazi regime under Adolf Hitler as a 

propaganda tool to showcase Germany‟s strength and ideology. 

 The event projected an image of a peaceful and powerful nation despite underlying 
repression.  
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 The Olympics were not held again until 1948 due to World War II (1939–1945), which caused 

global disruption, resource diversion, and international instability, leading to cancellation of 

the 1940 and 1944 Games. 

Axis Alliance Leadership 

 The Axis Alliance during World War II was formed between Adolf Hitler of Germany, Benito 
Mussolini of Italy, and Emperor Hirohito of Japan.  

 This coalition emerged through agreements like the Tripartite Pact (1940), aiming to expand 
territorial control and counter Allied powers. While Hirohito was the symbolic head, Japan‟s 
military leadership drove decisions.  

 

01Ma. U.S. top court hollows out law guarding minority voting rights 

                                                                           
           

 It was August 6, 1965, five months after the “Bloody Sunday” attack on civil rights 
marchers in Selma, Alabama, that U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voting 
Rights Act. 

    6      1965   ,                                                           “         ” 

                         ,                            .                                     
     

 In the six decades since, it became one of the most consequential laws in U.S. history, 
preventing discrimination against minorities at the ballot box and helping to elect thousands of 
Black and Hispanic representatives at all levels of government. 

                                                                                    ,       
                                                औ                                   औ  
                                       

 On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme Court knocked out a major pillar of the law that had 
protected against racial discrimination in voting and representation. 

                                                                          ,          औ  
                                            

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

01MA Empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into Strait of Hormuz for loading in the UAE‟s Das 
Island 

                                                                                      
01MA Four killed, 12 missing as boat capsizes in MP‟s Jabalpur 

                                              , 12       
 

 

Scorching heat: People walk across the parched riverbed of 
the Bharathapuzha at Ottapalam, Palakkad, Kerala on 
Thursday. In Palakkad, the maximum temperature has 
crossed 41 degrees Celsius, while readings at two stations 
are nearing 40 degrees Celsius, indicating conditions akin 
to a heatwave 
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01Ma. Empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into Strait of Hormuz for loading in 
the UAE‟s Das Island 

                                                                               
       

 An empty LNG ship from Dahej heads into the Strait of Hormuz for loading in the UAE‟s Das 
Island. 

                                                                                       
 In a development that has given hope of normalcy returning across the Strait of Hormuz, LNG 

carrier Umm Al Ashtan, which had departed from Dahej in Gujarat after unloading its cargo 

there, is heading up towards crossing the strait. 

                                                                   ,              
       उ           ,                                                         ,    

                                   
 The vessel, which had finished cargo operations early in March and had been drifting, is likely 

to cross the strait early on Friday and make way to Das Island, an LNG terminal in the UAE. 

        ,                                                    औ                  ,        
                                                                      

 The passage of Umm Al Ashtan indicates that LNG production is starting at Das Island, which 
has a capacity of 6 million tonnes per year, almost 1% of global LNG manufacturing capacity. 

 उ                                                                              ,       
     60                  ,                                 1%     

 Umm Al Ashtan is managed by Adnoc Logistics and Services, belonging to the well-known 
Adnoc Group of Abu Dhabi. 

 उ                                                                   ,                
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 Mubaraz had switched off its automatic identification system (AIS) as it transited the strait and 
sailed into the Arabian Sea. 

                                      ऑ                           (AIS)             
   औ                         

  

GS Paper II: Polity 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

01MA K.C. Venugopal to return as chairman of House panel 

   .  .             उ                               
01MA EC set to implement QR code-based access at counting centres 

                                                                        

01MA Should the PIL jurisdiction be reconsidered? 

                 (PIL)                                           ?  

 
 

01Ma. K.C. Venugopal to return as chairman of 
House panel 

   .  .             उ                               

 K.C. Venugopal to return as chairman of the House 
panel. 

   .  .                                              
 Congress leader K.C. Venugopal was reappointed 

Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee of Parliament 
for 2026-27, on Thursday, while the Bharatiya Janata Party‟s 
Baijayant Panda will head the Committee on Public 
Undertakings. 

               .  .                        2026-27                
         उ                                      ,      

                                                            
              

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has appointed BJP 
leader Faggan Singh Kulaste Chairman of the Committee on 
the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for 

the term starting on May 1, 2026, and ending on April 30, 2027, 
according to an official notification. 

                                                        1 

   2026    30      2027                         औ         

                                  ,                      
        

 Mr. Birla has also appointed BJP leader Sanjay 
Jaiswal as Chairperson of the Committee on Estimates 
(2026-27) of the Lok Sabha. 

                                                            

(2026-27)                            
 “The Speaker has appointed Shri K C Venugopal as 

the Chairperson of the Committee on Public Accounts 
(2026-27),” the notification said. 
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                    , “          .  .                       उ          (2026-27)         

               ” 
 The other members of the Committee on Public Accounts for the term beginning on May 1, 

2026 include the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam‟s T.R. Baalu; Trinamool Congress‟s Kalyan 
Banerjee; Nishikant Dubey, Jagdambika Pal, Ravi Shankar Prasad, C.M. Ramesh, Aparajita 
Sarangi, Tejasvi Surya, Anurag Singh Thakur (all from the BJP); Jai Parkash, Amar Singh 
and Venugopal (from the Congress); Telugu Desam Party‟s Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy; 
Samajwadi Party‟s Dharmendra Yadav; and Janasena Party‟s Balashowry Vallabhaneni from 
the Lok Sabha. 

 1    2026                             
             उ                 

                              .  . 
    ;                            ; 
                      ,             ,     

         ,   .  .     ,          
      ,             ,                  ; 
                 ,          औ  
         ;                            
                ;                       

    ; औ                          
                   

 Among the Rajya Sabha 
members are Ashokrao Shankarrao 
Chavan, K. Laxman and Sudhanshu 
Trivedi (all BJP); Praful Patel 
(Nationalist Congress Party); Sukhendu 
Sekhar Ray (Trinamool); and Akhilesh 
Prasad Singh (Congress). 

                                     

     ,   .      औ                 
(     );            (                

    );                 (      ); औ  
                 (      )           

01Ma. EC set to implement QR 
code-based access at 
counting centres 

                          

                                
              

 The Election Commission on 
Thursday introduced a QR code-
based photo identity card system to 
eliminate the possibility of any 
unauthorised persons entering 
counting centres. 
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 After its introduction during the counting to be held on May 4 for the Assembly elections in 
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry and the byelections in seven 
Assembly constituencies across five States, the system will be extended to all future 

general and byelections to the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies, the EC said in a 
statement. 

                      4          ,     ,         ,             औ                       
       औ                                                                               
   ,                                 औ                                      

 A three-tier security mechanism has been prescribed for verification of identity at counting 
centres. 

                                       -                                     
 The new QR code-based cards will be applicable for categories of persons authorised by EC 

to enter counting centres and halls, including ROs, Assistant Returning Officers (AROs), 
counting staff, technical personnel, candidates, election agents and counting agents, among 
others. 

                                                                                        
                            ,      ROs, AROs,            ,           , उ       ,       

     औ    उ            
 The EC has also introduced a module on the ECINET 2.0 platform for the QR code–

based cards. 

               ECINET 2.0                                                                
    

 All Chief Electoral Officers, District Election Officers (DEOs), ROs and AROs have been 
directed to ensure strict compliance with these instructions to uphold the highest standards of 
transparency, security and efficiency in the counting process. 

                         ,                      (DEO), ROs औ  AROs                      
                                                                           ,       औ       
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01Ma. Should the PIL jurisdiction be reconsidered? 

                 (PIL)                                           ?  

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) emerged /               (PIL)    उ        

 More recently, during the ongoing proceedings in the Sabarimala reference case, the Union 
government has urged the Supreme Court to reconsider the PIL framework altogether, citing 
the rise of “agenda-driven litigation.” 

         ,                                          ,                            “     -      

      ”                               PIL                                         

 Anuj Bhuwania: The evolution of PIL can be traced to the Supreme Court decisions of the 
late 1970s, such as Hussainara Khatoon & Ors. vs. Home Secretary, State of Bihar 
(1979), which marked a departure from the traditional doctrine of locus standi, under which 

only an aggrieved party could approach the court, towards permitting representative standing. 

             : PIL          1970                                                    ,               
                   ,            (1979),                                                    

                     ,                                                    
 This enabled third parties to institute proceedings on behalf of marginalised groups unable to 

access justice due to systemic barriers. 

                                                                                      

                                           
 Over time, however, there has been a discernible shift towards a broader model of citizen 

standing, where individuals approach the court not as representatives of affected groups but 

in their own capacity as members of the citizenry. 
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          ,                                                        ,                    

                                                                                
 This transition has led courts to engage with issues in an open-ended and, at times, 

indeterminate manner. 

                                      औ                                                        
 In my view, the court‟s jurisdiction ought, as far as possible, to be invoked by those who are 

directly affected or, at the very least, by those with a clear interest in the matter. 

             ,                                                                                
                                                  

 The structural barriers that justified its relaxation decades ago remain largely intact, and 
courts continue to be inaccessible to the poor and marginalised. 

                   ,                                          ठ        ,                   

          , औ                      औ                              
 For instance, individuals whose homes are demolished by the state as a purported punitive 

measure may often lack the means or capacity to seek judicial redress. 

             ,                                                                     ,          

                                                 
 In such circumstances, if third parties step forward to challenge these demolitions on the 

ground that due process has not been followed, they ought to be accorded standing. 

                 ,                                                      उ                  

           ,                                                     
 This is not merely a representative action, but an assertion of a constitutional guarantee — 

that the rule of law must be upheld in its full measure, even where the harm is not personally 

suffered. 

                                   ,                                     —                  

                           ,                                    

PILs often involve complex, polycentric disputes. Do they risk judicial overreach and the 

exclusion of key stakeholders? /                          ,    -                                     
              औ                                    उ            ? 

 There have been instances where courts, while hearing such matters, have had to respond to 
executive inaction. 

                                                                                         
                     

 This then raises a recurring question: do they possess the institutional competence to 

navigate such issues? 

                      ठ     :                                                    ? 

 For instance, on April 29, the Supreme Court declined to direct the enactment of specific 
laws on hate speech, instead leaving any legislative redress to the appropriate authorities. 

             , 29                                                                              
        औ                                    

How can courts address the rise of „ambush PILs‟ filed to preclude genuine claims? /         

„      PIL‟                                   ? 

 AB: Increasingly, there have been instances of litigants rushing to court with poorly drafted 

petitions, often with the intention of securing an early dismissal and thereby precluding 
genuine litigants from approaching the court. 
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             :                                                                                 
                      ,                               औ                                  

                      
 This is deeply concerning, as it risks prompting courts to deal with such matters in a cursory 

manner, without fully engaging with the complexities they warrant. 

                    ,                                                                , 
                            

 The Supreme Court Rules, 2013, require that a writ petition contain a specific pleading 
identifying the fundamental rights alleged to have been violated. 

               , 2013          ,                                                       

                                              

Have courts ensured meaningful compliance with the directives issued in PILs? /              
   PIL                                                    ? 

 TAR: Ensuring compliance with the directives in PILs often depends on the Bench. 

                : PIL                                              ठ                   
 Where a judge is inclined to see a matter through, the case is kept pending, interim directions 

are issued, and compliance is periodically monitored. 

                                                    ,                             ,              

                , औ                -                           
 However, there has been a growing tendency in the Supreme Court to step back once a final 

judgment is delivered, leaving enforcement to the High Courts and trial courts. 

       ,                                                                       ,                
     उ            औ                                    

 In my view, the Supreme Court ought to retain some degree of oversight post-judgment, 
including initiating contempt proceedings for non-compliance. 

             ,                                                                 ,               

                                              
 This tends to create a culture of impunity, allowing authorities to disregard court orders with 

little consequence. 

                                     ,                                                  
                 

Should guidelines be laid down on the role of the amicus curiae (a lawyer appointed to assist 

the court)? /                 (                                  )                  -               

              ? 

 For instance, in T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union of India, which originated as a 
PIL to protect forest areas in the Nilgiris and Kerala, the amicus, at various stages, was filing 

applications for directions and had effectively stepped into the role of the petitioner‟s counsel. 

             ,   .  .                                 ,            औ                     
            PIL                    ,                                                       

    औ                                                  
 TAR: Typically, courts appoint lawyers of a certain competence and integrity as amici, with 

the expectation that they will assist the court in navigating the pleadings and arguments in a 
case. 
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                :                       औ                                              
  ,                                           औ                                

 In my view, an amicus should refrain from taking sides and instead assist the court by fairly 

presenting the arguments on all sides. 

             ,                              औ                                           
                              

What reforms are needed to strengthen the PIL jurisdiction? / PIL                                 

                 ? 

 TAR: One requirement for entertaining a PIL should be that it is well-researched and 

con•ned to challenging enacted laws or executive action or inaction, rather than inviting the 
court to make policy choices. 

                : PIL                                                                 
         औ                                        /                  ,                        

                              
 AB: We need to return to the fundamental idea that PILs are an extrapolation of the principle 

underlying habeas corpus —that parties who cannot, for unavoidable reasons, appear 

before the court are represented by someone else. 

             :                                    PIL                                      — 

                                                                  ,                    
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01Ma.  „Systemic failures‟ made tribal man take his sister‟s skeletal remains to 
bank, finds probe 

 „                ‟                                                         , 
               

 „Systemic failures‟ made a tribal man take his sister‟s skeletal remains to the bank, finds a 
probe. 

„                ‟                                                         ,              
     

 A preliminary inquiry by the Odisha government has indicated systemic failures behind the 
desperate and disturbing act of a tribal man who carried his sister‟s skeletal remains to a bank 
in order to prove her death. 

                                                                                       
                                                    ,                                  

 Asked by the bank to submit proof of his sister‟s death to withdraw money from her account, 
Jitu Munda of Diananali village under Patna block in Keonjhar district had exhumed the body 
and carried the skeletal remains on his shoulder to the bank on April 27. 

                                                            ,                                  
                                 27                                              

 Mr. Munda wanted to withdraw ₹19,300 that was in the account of Kalara Munda, who died 
two months ago. 

                              ,                                   ,            ₹19,300         
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 A day after the unsettling visuals posted online sparked outrage across the country, the 
Keonjhar administration moved at breakneck speed issuing a death certificate and legal heir 
certificate, the documents required for withdrawal from the deceased‟s account. 

                                                   ,                                       

औ         उ                           ,                                  
 The bank handed over the amount at Mr. Munda‟s doorstep — all in one day on Tuesday. 

                                                        
 “I, along with the District Collector of Keonjhar, examined an hour-long CCTV footage 

capturing banking inside the Malipasi branch of Odisha Grameen Bank, on the day (April 27, 
2026). It shows lapses on part of the bank authorities,” said Sangram Keshari Mohapatra, 
Revenue Divisional Commissioner (RDC), who is heading the probe announced by the 
Odisha government. 

                  (RDC)                                                                    

      27      2026                                                   CCTV               

  ,                                       
 “The CCTV footage does not have audio. However, the man stayed inside the bank for a 

considerable period of time (11.26 a.m. to 11.58 a.m). During the time, the man approached 
the cashier, manager and other employees. What it seemed from footage is that the man got 
aggrieved when the bank manager finally turned him away,” Mr. Mohapatra said. 

                    CCTV                 ,             11:26        11:58                   औ  
      ,        औ                       ,                                                     
     

 “The incident is absolutely shameful. I wondered as to why the family was not provided an 
ATM card against the account as is being offered to every customer. With an ATM card in 
possession, the family could have easily withdrawn the amount. The bank authorities were of 
the opinion that the ATM card is generally not made available to persons who are illiterate or 
ignorant of procedures,” Mr. Mohapatra said. 

           , “                                                   ATM                       , 
                                 ATM                                             ,       

                                                      ” 
 “The bank authorities at Odisha Grameen Bank knew Jitu Munda and the deceased Kalara 

Munda. Both had withdrawn money about eight times in amounts ranging from ₹100 to ₹500. 
When the man came to withdraw ₹19,300, the bank authorities could have been more 
responsive,” he said. 

                                               औ                         ,              100    
500                       ठ              ,       19,300                                 

               
 The RDC said there were delays in issuance of a death certificate. 

 RDC                                                
 “Death certificate was applied for on March 30, 2026 with an affidavit, which was not at all 

required in hospital. The death certificate should have been issued by April 4, but it did not 
happen. After the unfortunate incident happened, the death certificate was issued to Mr. 
Munda,” said the RDC. 

           , “30      2026                                 ,                           4 

                         ,                                                   ” 
 He said recommendations would be sent to the State government to strengthen the system in 

banks to assist people belonging to weaker sections and to those who may have difficulties 
with banking operations. 

                                                              औ              ठ               
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01Ma. How residential segregation shapes public health access in India 

                                                                                
   

 Nearly one in four urban Muslims lives in neighbourhoods that are more than 80% Muslim. 

                                                             80%                          
 Neighbourhoods with higher concentrations of these communities are significantly less likely 

to have schools, health centres, piped water, sanitation, or electricity. 
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                                          ,           ,        ,                    
                         

 Inequality in India is not only widespread; it is spatially organised and hidden in plain sight. 

                                     ;                           औ                           
                    

  “In many places, the Anganwadi, school, and primary health centre would all be in the 

main village — and inaccessible to those in Dalit settlements,” she says. 

          , “                    ,      औ                                             — औ  
                                                 ” 

 But in caste-segregated geographies, these “central” points are usually dominant caste 
areas, leaving Dalit settlements excluded by default. 

          -                       ,    “     ”                                         , 
                                                   

 Health camps, too, are often held in dominant caste spaces — temples, central squares, 
community halls — where Dalit residents may not be allowed or, feel safe entering. 

                                               —       ,           ,                   —    
                  ,                                                                           

           
 Village health committees, meant to guide local planning, are frequently dominated by 

upper-caste men, shaping where these services are placed. 

                   ,                                                ,      उ                 
                   ,                                                 

  “She told me it was unsafe for her to go to that part of the village as a Dalit woman. 

“                                                                                          ” 
 Dalit residents could only visit on specific days and within fixed hours and these restrictions 

were even displayed on the clinic board. 

                               औ                              औ                           
                 

 “These timings were set so that upper-caste residents would not be offended,” she says. 

          , “                                                                 ” 
 “If you had an emergency outside that window, you simply could not go.” 

“                                           ,                          ” 
 For those needing urgent care — particularly pregnant women or those with acute conditions 

— this effectively placed healthcare out of reach. 

                                      —                                                

—                                                                
 The Sachar Committee Report noted that many Muslim communities live in segregated, 

under-serviced localities. 

                                                            औ                              
    

 Laws such as the Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act restrict property transactions in notified 

areas. 

                                                               -                         
 Together, these measures risk formalising existing divides, contributing to the ghettoisation 

of minority communities, a trend that accelerated over the past decade, as noted by many 
researchers. 

                              औ                         ,                           
                ,                           ,                                   
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01Ma. Israeli forces „kidnap‟ Gaza flotilla crew 
in international waters 

                                                 
           „     ‟      

 Israeli forces „kidnap‟ Gaza flotilla crew in 

international waters. 

                                                         

   „     ‟       
 Organisers of a Gazabound aid flotilla on Thursday 

said Israel‟s army had “kidnapped” 211 activists, including a 
Paris city councillor, in a raid in international waters off 
Greece. 

                                                          
                                                             
211           ,                                     ,    
“     ”       

 The organisers of the latest flotilla of pro-Palestinian 
activists seeking to break Israel‟s blockade on Gaza 
announced early on Thursday that their boats had been 
surrounded by Israeli military ships while off the coast of 
Crete. 

                                                           

                                                         

                                                        
      

 “At the time of publishing this statement [06:30 am 
Paris time, 04:30 GMT], at least 22 of the flotilla‟s 58 boats 
have been stormed by Israeli forces in complete violation of 
international law,” the Global Sumud Flotilla said in a 
statement. 

                                   , “                    
    [     06:30          , 04:30 GMT],            58       
         22                                                 
                             ” 
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01Ma. Gulf within 

                        

 The UAE has withdrawn from the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), a cartel that it joined in 
1967, and OPEC+. 

                  (UAE)                                   

(OPEC),          1967                ,     OPEC+            
                

 It was OPEC‟s fourth-largest producer (3.12 million 
barrels per day) and its third-largest exporter (2.88 mbd) in 2025, 
behind Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 

   2025    OPEC                         (3.12             

      ) औ                         (2.88                   )   , 
            औ                      

 With significant spare capacity, the Emiratis believe that 
they are better off with the autonomy to ramp up exports, a 
capability now constrained by the de facto closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz, the largest disruption to oil supply in history, following 

U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran. 

                            ,                                     
                                ,                         

                                        ,           -             
                                                                     

 While Saudi Arabia, OPEC‟s bellwether, has remained 
chary of over-supply and sought to keep prices high, the UAE has 
long pushed for higher production for revenues that it intends to 
funnel into AI infrastructure and other diversification projects. 

             ,    OPEC                  ,                         

                                ,                                   

                                           औ                

                            
 The Emiratis have also differed sharply with the Saudis on 

external interventions: in Yemen and Sudan. 

                                        —    औ       —   
                           

 The UAE also seeks closer ties with Israel than most Gulf 

states, which remain uncomfortable with any thaw given Israel‟s 
genocidal actions in Gaza and its attacks on Iran and Lebanon. 

                                                                 

        ,                                                   औ  
                                                

 The U.S., a non-OPEC member, and the world‟s largest oil producer at 13.6 mbd, has long 
viewed the cartel‟s price-setting unfavourably, and President Donald Trump has repeatedly 

pressed it to pump more. 

                   ,    OPEC                 औ  13.6                                     
                      ,                                                              , औ  
                      -                                              

 The UAE perhaps calculates that aligning with Washington will yield benefits for its production 
and pipeline ambitions, though Mr. Trump‟s transactional and mercurial foreign policy 
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offers little guarantee. 

                                                              औ                           
                ,                   -           औ                         ठ               
      

 The UAE‟s exit also reflects a structural issue: OPEC‟s share of global crude dropped to 
36.7% in 2025, and with Hormuz shut, pricing power has shifted to American producers in 

the short term. 

                                                    : 2025                       OPEC    
               36.7%      , औ                                                               
उ                         

 

 

 
 
01Ma. How is the next UN chief being chosen? 

                                                ?  

 The election of the next UN Secretary-General is underway. 

                                           

 The UN Charter defines the Secretary-General as the UN‟s Chief Administrative Officer, who 
oversees the work of the UN Secretariat and fulfils “any other functions and duties entrusted” 
to them by the organisation‟s principal organs, including the General Assembly, the Security 
Council, and the Economic and Social Council. 
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                                                                                 ,           

                                       औ     ठ               —       ,            ,     
      औ                —               “         औ        ”                    

 The Secretary-General also has the mandate to bring to the Security Council‟s attention any 

issue that threatens global peace and security. 

                                                  औ                                            
                                 

 Where needed, the Secretary-General has the authority to appoint “Personal Envoys” (as 
Antonio Guterres has now done for the current West Asia conflict). 

             ,            “           ”                          (                            
                                       )  

 The UN Charter states that the Secretary-General is appointed by the General Assembly on 
the recommendation of the Security Council. 

                           ,                                                              
         

 This means that the Permanent Members of the Security Council — China, France, Russia, 
the U.K., and the U.S. — have a significant say in who gets elected. 

                                         —    ,     ,   ,                 औ              

        —                                          

What considerations play a role? /                            ? 

 While the term of a Secretary-General is technically “discretionary,” incumbents have, since 
1981, voluntarily limited themselves to two terms. 

                                      “         ”        ,       1981                        
                             

 By custom, the post rotates among five regions of the world: Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, 
Western Europe, and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

                ,                         —      ,      ,           ,             ,           

        औ           —                  
 This is the turn of the latter. 

                                
 Within the region, there are dynamics at play, with Spanish-speaking Latin American 

countries and English-speaking Caribbean nations supporting different candidates. 

                            ,            -                       औ        -                    

   -                                  

Who are the candidates? / उ              ? 

 The four candidates now officially in the race are: Michelle Bachelet, former President of 
Chile and former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights; Macky Sall, former President of 
Senegal; Rafael Grossi, Head of the International Atomic Energy Agency; and Rebecca 
Grynspan, Head of the UN Conference on Trade and Development. 

                                        :              ,                      औ              

                   ;         ,                       ;           ,                              
       ;                   ,                    औ                        
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Why is this election crucial? /                         ? 

 Eighty years after its founding, the UN is facing a deep financial and political crisis. 

                      ,                           औ                                    
 The Secretariat relies on mandatory “assessed contributions” collected from member 

states. 

                                               “            ”                   
 Still, non-payment, partial payment, and delay in payment of dues by leading contributors 

have triggered an unprecedented financial situation. 

      ,                                      ,             , औ                             
                            

 The Security Council is paralysed by acrimony and persistent vetoes by the permanent 

members. 

                                 औ                                       
 The UN is also struggling to mobilise funds and troops for missions in places such as Haiti, 

and with host country relations in cases such as in Mali, where the UN mission was forced to 

withdraw. 

                                                  औ                    ठ             ,          
                                                       ,                                         

Over the past decade /              

 Over the past decade, the UN played a key role in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
advancing climate action through the Paris Agreement, and promoting sustainable 
development via the 2030 Agenda. 

            ,             (UN)    COVID-19                  ,                          
                           ,     2030                                                 
                       

 However, recent conflicts in Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, Ukraine, and Iran have raised 
questions about its ability to prevent war — a central idea of the UN Charter. 

       ,     ,       ,      ,      , औ                                                        
     ठ      —                                            

 There are increasing calls for the UN to “return to basics” by focusing more on conflict 

resolution. 

               “                    ” औ                                                      
    

 The Sustainable Development Goals are now universal markers of developmental progress 
but there is rising concern that only 18% of the targets are on track to be met by 2030. 

              (SDGs)                                                 ,                
             2030         18%                        

 Meanwhile, the humanitarian system is under severe strain due to multiple conflicts, 
intensifying disasters, and pressures on international humanitarian law. 

      ,           ,             औ                                                       
                  

 The next Secretary-General will have the unenviable task of not just administering, but 
rejuvenating the organisation. 

                                             ,         ठ                        ठ       
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What are the candidates‟ campaign priorities? / उ                                  ? 

 During their interactions with the General Assembly, Ms. Bachelet, Ms. Grynspan, and Mr. 
Sall all emphasised preventive diplomacy — the UN term for preventing conflicts through 

adroit behind-the-scenes parley with the stakeholders to the conflict. 

                                  ,             ,             , औ                           

           —                                                                                    
              

 Ms. Bachelet prioritised eld presence, while Ms. Grynspan focused on merging the UN‟s 
work in the prevention of con•ict with its work on human rights. 

                                            ,                           -               
                                                 

 Ms. Grynspan was arguably the most vocal on UN reform, proposing restructuring the 
Secretary-General‟s o•ce within the •rst 100 days if elected. 

                                                               , औ                           100 

                                ठ                 
 Among areas for priority action, Ms. Bachelet highlighted climate, Mr. Sall highlighted 

migration, and Mr. Grossi highlighted UN-World Bank relations. 

                         ,                       ,               , औ                        -     

                        
 Ms. Grynspan stressed the need to protect least-developed nations from funding cuts. 

                                                                              
 All candidates committed to gender parity, while Ms. Bachelet emphasised improving 

geographic diversity within the UN workforce, a longstanding demand of developing 

countries. 

                                                  ,                                         

                                    ,                                              
 On the stasis in the Security Council, Ms. Grynspan and Mr. Sall said they would publicly 

call out permanent members of the council who violate international law, while Mr. Grossi 
promised to uphold the UN Charter. 

                        ,              औ                                                 

                                                    ,                                      
                                 

 Ms. Bachelet said she will use the Secretary-General‟s o•ce to build political viability for 
Security Council reform. 

                                                                                           

                

What happens next? /             ? 

 In the next phase, the Security Council will hold closed-door deliberations and straw polls 
before recommending a candidate to the General Assembly around October. 

           ,                              -      औ                      ,                  
                                                 

 Once the latter confirms the choice through a simple majority vote, the new Secretary-
General will take office on January 1, 2027. 

                                              ,                1       2027          
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 01Ma. Russia rejects Tuareg rebels‟ call to 
withdraw its forces from Mali 

                                                 

                                

 Russia rejects Tuareg rebels‟ call to withdraw its forces 
from Mali. 

                                                                   

               
 Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Thursday said 

Russian forces would stay in Mali, rejecting a call from Tuareg 
rebels for Moscow to withdraw after separatists and jihadists 
launched the largest attacks against the military junta‟s rule in 
15 years. 

                                                                
            , औ                                                                              

         ,                              औ                    15                           
                         

 Russia is a crucial military backer to the Malian government. 

                                             

GS Paper III: Economy 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

01MA States with revenue deficits may face fiscal stress: Centre 

                                                                :     

01MA On May Day, a workforce in India without a floor 

                                                          
01MA India‟s sprint beyond the dairy red line to the Pacific 

              „        ‟                                 

01MA Foreign investors dump ₹60,847 cr. in April, devaluing rupee 

                           ₹60,847          ,                 

01MA DIPAM gives nod for NLC arm‟s listing; ₹4,000 cr. IPO in FY27 

 DIPAM    NLC                                ; FY27    ₹4,000         IPO 

01MA FDI easing for foreign firms with up to 10% Chinese stake to be notified soon 

under FEMA 

 10%                                              FDI       ,     FEMA        
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01Ma. States with revenue deficits may face fiscal stress: Centre 

                                                                :     

 The Union Finance Ministry has warned that States with revenue deficits and high debt 
burdens will find it harder to deal with fiscal shocks, including from the West Asia crisis, 

forcing them to either reprioritise expenditure away from productive areas, or approach the 
Centre for more funds at a time when it is trying to consolidate its own finances. 

                                                 औ       ऋ                             

    ,                                   ,             ठ      ,                              
                                                          ,                                   
                    

 In its Monthly Economic Review for April, the Department of Economic Affairs in the 
Ministry said nine of the 18 large States analysed were in revenue deficit as per their 
own projections for 2026-27. 

                                                                                      18 

                9      2026-27                                       
 Seven are projected to be revenue surplus, while one is in revenue balance. 

                                               ,                                  
 A revenue deficit is when expenditure on recurring items such as salaries, pensions, 

subsidies, and interest payments exceed the revenue earned from sources such as taxes and 
fees. 

                              ,     ,        औ                           ,    औ            
                                        

 The States with projected revenue deficits as a percentage of their gross state domestic 
products (GSDP) are Himachal Pradesh (-2.4%), Punjab (-2.2%), Kerala (-2.1%), Andhra 
Pradesh (-1.1%), Rajasthan (-1.1%), Haryana (-0.9%), Karnataka (-0.7%), Maharashtra (-
0.7%), and Chhattisgarh (-0.3%). 

                     उ     (GSDP)                                                   : 
            (-2.4%),       (-2.2%),      (-2.1%),          (-1.1%),         (-1.1%),         
(-0.9%),        (-0.7%),         (-0.7%), औ         (-0.3%)  
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 Tamil Nadu and West Bengal were excluded from the analysis as they have so far presented 
only interim budgets for 2026-27. 

          औ                                                      2026-27               

                              
 “Revenue-deficit States are constrained by the debt servicing obligations and carry, on 

average, significantly higher outstanding liabilities than revenue-surplus States, and many of 
them spend more than 15% of their revenue receipts on interest payments,” the report noted. 

                  , “                     ऋ                                औ  औ          

                                                      ,                              15%    
                                ” 

 Of all the States analysed, Punjab has the highest projected ratio of interest payments to 
revenue receipts of 22.8%. 

                                                                            22.8%     
 “States simultaneously running a revenue deficit and high outstanding liabilities have fewer 

degrees of freedom to respond to fiscal shocks,” the report said. 

                  , “                          औ                                 ,          

                                                    ” 
 “Specifically, they may have to resort to expenditure restructuring or may demand higher 

central transfers to meet the present unforeseen shocks.” 

 “           ,               ठ                                                           

                                            ” 
 On the other hand, the report highlighted the States that were doing fiscally well.  

         ,                                                              
 The eight States with projected revenue surpluses as a percentage of their GSDPs are 

Odisha (3%), Jharkhand (2.5%), Uttar Pradesh (1.6%), Goa (1.3%), Gujarat (0.8%), 
Uttarakhand (0.6%), Telangana (0.3%), and Bihar (0.1%). 

      GSDP                                               ठ        :       (3%),        

(2.5%), उ        (1.6%),      (1.3%),        (0.8%), उ       (0.6%),          (0.3%), औ        
(0.1%)  

 It highlighted the example of Odisha: while the State‟s 3.5% fiscal deficit is higher than the 3% 
norm, the fact that it is in revenue surplus and its capital outlay is 6.5% of GSDP “mark it as a 
case of deliberate investment rather than fiscal stress”. 

                          :              3.5%               3%                ,       

                  औ  6.5% GSDP                    “                               

              ”           
 “States that are unable to maintain the golden rule of fiscal financing, that is, zero revenue 

deficit, will face increased stress as a result of the present crisis,” the report said. 

                  , “                                     ,                     ,           
           ,                                                        ” 

 “Stressed states with compressed fiscal space make demands on the Centre at precisely the 
moment that the Centre is attempting consolidation.” 

 “                           ,                              , ठ                            
                                              ” 
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01Ma.  On May Day, a workforce in India without a floor 

                                                          
 On April 10, thousands of garment workers in Noida‟s Phase 2 Hosiery Complex stepped 

out of nearly 300 factories and onto the streets, demanding a minimum monthly wage of 
₹20,000. 

10        ,              2                                          300                 
                  औ  ₹20,000                               

 On April 14, a high-pressure steam tube ruptured at Vedanta‟s 1,200 MW Singhitarai 
thermal plant in Chhattisgarh, killing 20 workers and injuring 15. 

14        ,                      1,200                                        -                

   ,       20                      औ  15             
 One protest was about the price of labour; the other, about the price of being alive while 

performing it. 

                                 ;      ,                                                    
 On April 9, the Haryana government notified a 35% hike in minimum wages, raising 

unskilled monthly wages from ₹11,274 to ₹15,220, with effect from April 1, 2026. 

9        ,                                 35%                  ,                      
           ₹11,274         ₹15,220       ,    1      2026               
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 Across the border in Noida, unskilled workers were earning roughly ₹435 a day, compared to 
₹585 in Haryana for identical work. 

                    ,                 ₹435                  ,                              
    ₹585             

 By April 13, the administration had deployed over 1,200 personnel, including the Provincial 
Armed Constabulary and Rapid Action Force; lathi charges and stone-pelting followed, 

and nearly 400 people were detained. 

13        ,          1,200                             ,                      औ        

                  ;            ठ      औ               औ       400                        
     

 Under pressure, the Uttar Pradesh government announced an interim 21% hike, setting 
wages at ₹13,690 for unskilled workers in Gautam Buddh Nagar and ₹16,868 for skilled 
workers. 

       , उ                        21%                  ,                              

              ₹13,690 औ                ₹16,868                    
 The workers rejected it; their demand remained ₹20,000. 

                            ;           ₹20,000             

Between pay and survival /      औ              

 A preliminary report from the Chief Boiler Inspector, backed by the Forensic Science 
Laboratory in Sakti, Chhattisgarh, attributed the explosion to „excessive fuel buildup inside 

the furnace‟, which produced pressure surges that displaced critical piping. 

                                                                                      

                         „  ठ                         ‟      ,                औ           
                          

 The probe flagged “repeated negligence in equipment upkeep” by Vedanta and its contractor 
NGSL (NTPC GE Power Services Pvt. Ltd.). 

                औ       ठ       NGSL (NTPC GE Power Services Pvt. Ltd.)       “      

             -                  ”                    
 A first information report has been registered against Vedanta‟s Chairman Anil Agarwal, the 

plant manager, and others under Sections 106(1), 289 and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita. 

                             106(1), 289 औ  3(5)                                  ,       

      औ                                     
 Across India, the Directorate General of Factory Advice Service and Labour Institutes 

recorded 3,331 factory deaths between 2018 and 2020 — three a day — yet only 14 people 
were imprisoned under the Factories Act during the same period. 

            ,                 ऑ                                             2018    2020    
    3,331                     —            —                                          

     14                      
 The global union IndustriALL counted over 400 workplace fatalities in India in 2024, with the 

chemical sector alone accounting for 220. 

                    ऑ     2024            400                             ,               

                220      
 In July 2025, an explosion at Sigachi Industries in Telangana had killed 44 people, mostly 

migrant workers, at a plant that the State fire department found lacked basic fire alarms and 
heat sensors. 

      2025   ,                                             44                    ,               
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             , औ                                                         औ              
         

A structural shift /                      

 In a single stroke, and without any transition period, the four codes — the Code on Wages, 
the Industrial Relations Code, the Social Security Code and the Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions (OSHWC) Code — replaced 29 central labour laws. 

            , औ                         ,                 —            , औ             

      ,                      औ                 ,                             (OSHWC) 

       —    29                                       
 The new regime raises the threshold for prior government permission for layoffs, 

retrenchment, and closure from 100 workers to 300 under the Industrial Relations Code, 
2020, enabling firms below that size — an estimated majority of India‟s factory units — to 

retrench workers without administrative scrutiny. 

          औ                   , 2020             ,             औ                          
               100          300                ,                                   —         

                                        —                                             
    

 A peer-reviewed analysis in the National Library of Medicine archive notes that this merely 
restores the pre-1982 threshold, reversing an Emergency-era protection enacted after a wave 
of mass layoffs affected over half a million workers. 

              ऑ                                   -                                   

1982                                ,                                                   , 
                                                                                    

 The OSHWC Code, 2020, simultaneously raises the statutory definition of a „factory‟ from 10 

workers in a factory with power to 20, and from 20 workers in a factory without power to 40, 
lifting an entire tier of smaller workplaces — where India‟s textile, garment, metal, hosiery, 
and food-processing clusters are concentrated — out of mandatory safety oversight. 

OSHWC       , 2020        „     ‟                                           10          20 

औ                           20          40           ,                                    — 

                ,       ,     ,       औ                              —               
                            

 Labour economists warn that this technical reclassification has a profound impact on worker 
coverage, since a majority of India‟s small manufacturing units employ fewer than 20 workers. 

                                                                                    , 
                                           20                                

 The OSHWC Code replaces unannounced inspections with an „Inspector-cum-Facilitator‟ 
model, combined with randomised, web-based allocation through the Shram Suvidha portal 
and employer self-certification — a shift that, as the International Labour Organization‟s 
India Labour Inspection Profile notes, may contravene the requirement for independent, 
unannounced inspections under ILO Convention No. 81. 

OSHWC                                „         -  -          ‟                    ,          

                                ,    -             औ               -                  
—                                                                          ILO        

      81              औ                                                          
 Under the IR Code, no worker may strike without 60 days‟ prior notice, flash strikes are 

prohibited outright, and strikes are barred during and for weeks after any conciliation or 
tribunal proceeding. 
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औ                                       60                                             , 
                              , औ                                                         

                                
 “Mass casual leave” by more than 50% of a workforce is now deemed a strike. 

          50%                        “                    ”                      
 Trade unions argue that, in combination, these provisions make lawful industrial action 

virtually impossible to organise, completing the regime‟s pro-employer tilt. 

                                            औ                      ठ                  

           ,                        -                            
 The Factories Act of 1948 is older than most Indian States; the Workmen‟s Compensation 

Act of 1923 predates the Constitution. 

1948                                                      ; 1923                        

                          
 In Singhitarai, a boiler tube burst at a Vedanta power plant on April 14, releasing 600°C 

steam onto workers eating lunch; 20 were killed, all contract workers employed through a 
business partner rather than as direct employees. 

            , 14                                                     ,       600°C             

                      ; 20                  ,                               ठ             
 

 
 

01Ma.  India‟s sprint beyond the dairy red line to the Pacific 

              „        ‟                                 

 Second, this FTA embeds talent mobility as a core economic pillar with the “Yoga and 
Māori” reciprocity between the two nations. 

      ,    FTA                                                             ,            
            “    औ       ”                      

 There are many provisions for human capital outflow, including professional pathways, 

youth engagement and bi-directional exchange of traditional medicine. 
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                                        ,                  ,               औ           

                      -               
 The FTA allows for a separate annual quota of 5,000 professional visas for skilled Indian 

professionals in high-skill jobs such as IT, engineering, and health care, with a tenure period 
of up to three years. 

   FTA                            IT,             औ                      -                 

    5,000                                     ,                                   
 An annual quota of 1,000 work-and-holiday visas will also be permitted for young Indians, 

aligning India‟s workforce with New Zealand‟s age requirements. 

                            1,000     -औ -                                ,                   

                                              
 Most importantly, it is the first bilateral reciprocity agreement that will allow international 

recognition of India‟s Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) system 
along with the native Māori health practices of New Zealand. 

             ,                                                     ,    ,       ,      औ  
          (AYUSH)                                                                         
            

 Third, the FTA lays down a commitment of capital inflow of around $20 billion over a 

period of 15 years in high-priority sectors such as agri-tech and food processing, renewable 
energy, education and health-care management, wherein New Zealand‟s technology and 
capital will be the much-needed catalyst for growth. 

     ,    FTA 15                     20                                                   
  ,        -         ,             ,              ,      औ                       -

                     ,                        औ                                        
 The mechanics of the pact include the exclusion of fluid milk, cheese, and yogurt from duty 

concessions. 

                           ,      औ                                          
 India will grant progressive market access, on a duty-free basis, for infant formula and high-

value-added dairy products, over a seven-year period, allowing domestic nutritional firms 

access to quality raw materials. 

                                  औ  उ  -                   उ                            -

                           ,                                                               

        
 The pact proposes a “Ring Fenced Value Addition Framework” to boost downstream 

processing of manufacturing. 

                                                            “                            ” 

                  
 Under this agreement, New Zealand firms are permitted to import dairy products from India 

duty-free for manufacturing purposes, if 100% of the products are exported out of India. 

                ,                                                                  -          

                 ,     100%                                   
 The pact uses an advanced tariff rate quota mechanism, providing for a minimum import 

price and seasonal constraints on select commodities such as apples, honey, and kiwifruit. 

                                                     ,                        औ     , 

                                                         
 The fifth win is that New Zealand has pledged to change its legislation within 18 months. 

                                    18                                                          
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 This change will provide Indian Geographical Indication (GI) products with protection such 
as that offered by the European Union. 

                                 (GI)                                              
 As a result, brands such as Darjeeling tea and Basmati rice will receive top-quality legal 

protection in Oceania. 

                              औ                                          -             
                 

 Through this trade agreement, India demonstrates its ability to meet Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) standards and 

sets a precedent for further 
negotiations with other partners. 

                                  

            औ              

(OECD)                               
                    औ               
                                

                       
01Ma.  Foreign investors 

dump ₹60,847 cr. in April, 
devaluing rupee 

                           
₹60,847          ,         
        

 Foreign investors sold 
₹60,847 crore in stocks of Indian 
listed companies as of April 2026, 
continuing the two-year trend of 
capital outflow, data from the 
National Securities Depositories 
Ltd. (NSDL) show. 

                        2026    

                                   
₹60,847                   ,          
                                       
   ,         NSDL                    

 This is what had primarily led 
to the rupee touching a low of ₹95 a 
dollar before closing just short of that 
on Thursday. 

               ₹95                   
               

 The rupee-dollar pair 
depreciated 5.5% between January 
2026 and April 2026, backed by 
increasing import bills due to the West 
Asia crisis and the continued foreign 
money outflow from domestic capital 
markets. 
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       2026         2026            -        5.5%       ,                             

                 औ                                     
 “The interaction between portfolio outflows and exchange rate movements has exhibited self-

reinforcing dynamics: rupee depreciation reduces dollar-denominated returns for foreign 
investors, prompting further outflows, which in turn exacerbates currency pressures. 

 “                   औ                           -                      :                          
                               ,          औ                 ,               औ                

 

01Ma.  DIPAM gives nod for NLC 
arm‟s listing; ₹4,000 cr. IPO in 

FY27 

 DIPAM    NLC                       
         ; FY27    ₹4,000         IPO 

 DIPAM gives nod for NLC arm‟s 
listing; ₹4,000 cr. IPO in FY27. 

 DIPAM    NLC                              
  ; FY27    ₹4,000         IPO  

 The Department of Investment and 
Public Asset Management (DIPAM) has 
given the green light for listing of Neyveli 
Lignite Corp. India‟s (NLC India) renewable 
energy arm, NLC India Renewables (NIRL), 
a senior government official privy to the 
development told The Hindu. 

       औ                             

(DIPAM)                               (NLC India)                       NLC India 

Renewables (NIRL)                           ,        ठ                          
 

01Ma. FDI easing for foreign 

firms with up to 10% Chinese 
stake to be notified soon 
under FEMA 

 10%                        
                      FDI       , 

    FEMA                 

     

 FDI easing for foreign firms 
with up to 10% Chinese stake to be 
notified soon under FEMA. 

 10%                               
               FDI            FEMA    
                   

 The decision to ease foreign 
direct investment norms for overseas 
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companies with up to 10% stake in Chinese companies will be notified soon under the FEMA 
law, a senior government official said on Thursday. 

        ठ                                          10%                                     
    FDI                        FEMA                                   

 After that, the changes will come into effect. 

                                   
 In March, the Union Cabinet approved amendments in the press note (PN) 3 of 2020 under 

which foreign companies having a Chinese shareholding of up to 10% will be eligible to invest 
in India under the automatic route across sectors. 

                                   3 (2020)                       ,           10%         
                                       ऑ                              

 However, the relaxed FDI rules will not apply to entities registered in China/Hong Kong or 
other countries sharing land borders with India. 

        ,         FDI         /                                                                  

                           
 The government has also decided that FDI proposals in specified sectors/activities of 

manufacturing in capital goods, electronic capital goods, electronic components, polysilicon 
and ingot-wafer or any other sector/activity added by the committee of secretaries headed by 
the Cabinet Secretary will be processed within 60 days. 

                                            ,           उ    ,                  , 

            औ       -                  FDI           60                                  
 Though the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has notified 

these changes, the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) has not yet notified them. 

         DPIIT                                    ,                            (DEA)        
                               

 “The DEA will have to issue the notification under FEMA (Foreign Exchange 
Management Act). 

 “DEA    FEMA (Foreign Exchange Management Act)                                 
 It will be notified very soon. 

                                   
GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

01MA QUIZ 

01MA Hezbollah‟s new weapon against Israel: fibre-optic drones honed in Ukraine war 

                                        :                           -ऑ         

 

 
01Ma.QUIZ:  

 Tinnitus (Persistent Ear Ringing) 
o Tinnitus refers to the perception of a persistent ringing, 

buzzing, or similar sound in the ears without any external source. 

o It is not a disease but a symptom linked to conditions such as 
hearing loss, ear infections, prolonged noise exposure, or age-related 
changes. 

 Audiometry (Hearing Test) 
o Audiometry is a routine clinical test used to evaluate a 

person‟s hearing ability.  

o It measures the ability to hear sounds of varying frequencies 
and intensities using specialized equipment like an audiometer.  

 Signs of Hearing Difficulty in Children 
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o One common sign of hearing difficulty in children is frequently asking for 
repetition or turning one ear toward the speaker. 

 

 

01Ma. Hezbollah‟s new weapon against Israel: fibre-optic drones honed in 

Ukraine war 

                                        :                           -ऑ         

 Unlike other drones, these small, hard-to-track and potentially lethal weapons are almost 
impossible to electronically jam; experts say militaries must either intercept them — difficult 
due to their size and short flight path — or find a way to sever the nearly invisible cable linking 
them to the operator. 

                  ,        ,                   औ                                           

                       ;                                                       —              
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     औ                       ठ     —                                               
                            

 Hezbollah has launched a new weapon against northern Israel in the latest round of fighting: 
small drones controlled with fibre-optic cables the width of dental floss that avoid electronic 
detection. 

                                                                              :             
                          -ऑ                             औ                              

 But fibre-optic drones are not controlled remotely. 

            -ऑ                                   
 They have a thin cable that connects an operator directly to the drone, making it impossible to 

electronically jam. 

                                                            ,                                

                       
 The drones are not infallible because the wind — or other drones — can cause the cables to 

tangle. 

                                        —            —                             
 The drone can fly low and creep up on a target. 

       “                                   ,                       ,”                       

                                                   ,                                        
                                 

 Experts say militaries must either intercept the drones, which is difficult due to their small size 
and short flight path, or find a way to snip the nearly invisible cable. 

                                                           ,                   औ          

             ठ    ,                                                      
 In the meantime, Israel is taking measures on the ground to defend troops, such as adding 

nets and cages to military vehicles. 

       ,                                                     ,                        औ  
              

 Russia pummels Ukraine almost nightly with Shahed long-range attack drones — originally 
from Iran. 

                                                                            
 Fibre-optic drones were developed to get around that problem — although they do not have 

the same range as a drone that uses a radio link or artificial intelligence to navigate. 

      -                                                   ,                            
                                

 In some cases, fibre-optic drones have been recorded with cables extending as far as 31 
miles (50 kilometres), said Mr. Tollast, the expert in London. 

                   -                   31     (50         )                     ,         
                      

GS Paper III: Environment  01 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

01MA Forest workers launch indefinite stir at Bandipur against outsourcing 

               उ                                                          
01MA Kerala starts programme to restore sacred groves 

              उ                                               
01MA Tigress, four cubs die in past two weeks at Kanha Tiger Reserve 
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                                             औ                   

01MA India‟s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch‟s most invasive weed into 
marine fuel 

                                                                            
 

01Ma. Forest workers launch 
indefinite stir at Bandipur 
against outsourcing 

               उ           
                               

                
 Bandipur National Park in 

Chamarajnagar district of Karnataka  

01Ma. Kerala starts 

programme to restore sacred 
groves 

              उ        
                              

         

 The Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board (KSBB) has initiated a pilot restoration programme for sacred groves in collaboration 
with the local Biodiversity Management Committees. 

                            (KSBB)    
                                    
                                    

                              
 Five sacred groves have been 

selected from Ezhikkara in Ernakulam, 
Pattanchery in Palakkad, Villiappally in 
Kozhikode, Iritty in Kannur, and Uduma in 
Kasaragod for the initial phase of the 
project. 

                                            
        ,                  ,            
           ,                , औ          

   उ                                   

„Kavu nurseries‟ 

 „          ‟ 

 The major activities under the 
project include biodiversity assessment of 
the groves and identification of endangered 
and invasive species, establishment of 
„kavu nurseries‟ for propagating sacred 
grove plant species, bio-fencing using 
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native plants, removal of invasive species and plastic waste, and rejuvenation of ponds in 
sacred groves. 

                                                               ,         औ        

                ,                               „          ‟          ,                    -
      ,               औ                       ,                                          

 Sacred groves (or „kavus‟) are culturally protected ecosystems that support rare, endemic and 
medicinal plant species and help conserve soil and water. 

      उ    (    )                                                   ,        औ  औ          
                 औ                                     

 “However, due to developmental pressures and changing socio-cultural practices, many of 
these groves are declining in extent and ecological health,” an official said. 

                  , “       ,               औ               -                           

               औ                              ” 
 

01Ma. Tigress, four cubs die 
in past two weeks at Kanha 
Tiger Reserve 

                               
              औ               
    

 A tigress and her four cubs 
died in Madhya Pradesh‟s Kanha 
Tiger Reserve (KTR) in the past two 
weeks, with the mother and a cub 
passing away on Wednesday, 
officials said. 

                                   
                  (KTR)             
                 औ                 
            ,           औ          

                      
 So far, 27 tigers have died in 

the State in 2026. 

       2026            27         
                

 The five animals died due to 
a lung infection, prompting the State‟s wildlife officials to launch an investigation into the 
deaths as they suspect an outbreak of canine distemper virus (CDV), which spreads 
through dogs. 

                                             ,                                                

  ,                                 (CDV)                    ,                               
 Ms. Rajora said the SWFH found that the cub was suffering from severe respiratory issues, 

heat strokes and pneumonic conditions, and confirmed the presence of CDV. 

                  SWFH                                   ,          औ                
                  औ                      



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
7 

 

01Ma. India‟s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch‟s most invasive weed 
into marine fuel 

                                                                            

 India‟s first green methanol plant to turn Kutch‟s most invasive weed into marine fuel. 

                                                                             
 A plant that has been ranked as one of the “top 100 invasive species in the world” and has for 

decades threatened biodiversity in Kutch‟s Banni grasslands, may soon be harnessed for the 
production of green methanol and fuel for ocean-going ships. 

                        “     100              ”                      औ                
                                                            ,               औ              
                                          

 The Mexican-origin shrub called Prosopis juliflora, known as Gando Baval in the region, 
Vilayati Keekar in North India and Seemai Karuvelam in Tamil, has crowded out native 
grasses over thousands of kilometres in Kutch. 

                                      ,                       ,                          औ  
                                ,                                                        
    

 The plant was first introduced by the British in the 1920s to „green‟ Delhi and by the Gujarat 
Forest Department in 1961 to halt the encroaching salt desert in the Rann. 

                     1920                                 „   ‟              औ  1961           

                                                                     
 This weed is to become the feedstock for India‟s first green methanol production plant. 

                                   उ                                   
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 Methanol is used as a fuel in shipping often as a replacement to what is called „bunker oil‟.  

                                               ,              ऑ                     
 Conventional methanol is produced from fossil fuels such as gas or coal gasification. 

                                                                            
 Green methanol uses biomass from agricultural residue as source material as in the case with 

the juliflora. 

                                                        ,                                   
 The project, sited at the Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) in Kandla, will produce five tonnes of 

methanol a day and is being built by Pune-based Thermax Energy with gasification 
technology from Vadodara‟s Ankur Scientific, and will be owned by the port authority.  

                                            (DPA)           ,           5              
             औ                  (    )                     (      )                      ,      

                                       
 Both companies are betting that the Government of India‟s policy to convert ports along the 

western coast into “green ports” will create demand for a fuel that the global shipping industry 
is obliged to adopt under International Maritime Organization (IMO) rules. 

                                                                                                
                 ,                                                    (IMO)                 

             

Greenhouse gas cuts 

      उ              

 Methanol made from renewable feedstocks can cut a vessel‟s CO2 emissions by up to 95% 
and NOx (nitrogen oxides) by up to 80%, according to the Methanol Institute, while eliminating 
sulphur oxides and particulate matter. 

                                         CO2 उ         95%    औ  NOx    80%          

       ,             ऑ      औ                             
  “The starting point for most fuels and chemicals is going to be syngas because syngas 

typically has hydrogen, CO and CO2,” he told The Hindu. 

           , “             औ                                       (      )        ,       
       , CO औ  CO2         ” 

 Gasification, he explained, sits between combustion and pyrolysis. 

                             औ                                 
 “You are heating it in the absence of oxygen, taking it out, improving its quality, burning them 

a bit and then breaking them down into hydrogen and CO (carbon monoxide) or syngas,” he 
said. 

           , “    ऑ                                      ,                              
              औ              औ  CO                           ” 

 Thermax will handle the second step, converting that syngas into methanol. 

                             ,                                       
 “It [juliflora] is one of the best feedstocks because it is hardwood, dense, has a good energy 

profile, and low in acids,” Mr Jain said, adding Gujarat already wants the species cleared. 

           , “                                                  ठ  ,     औ                   
                  ,” औ                                     

 The plant will be certified to run on other agricultural residues such as bagasse and cotton 
stalk, which Mr. Jain estimates could, at their maximum potential, displace up to a third of 

India‟s oil imports. 


